Digitized by
Google



Digitized by
Google



e



fvaud




LIGHT ON MASONRY:

A COLLECTION OF ALL THS -

MOST IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS

ON THE SUBJECT OF

G&EOOEQ@E?B raneg EACOWIEB

" BMBRACING

THE REPORTS OF THE WESTERN COMMITTEES
) 1IN RELATION TO THE
ABDUOTION OF WILLIAM MORGAN,

PROCEEDINGS OF CONVENTIONS, ORATIONS, ESSAYS, &c. &c.
wIiTH

ALL THE .EGBEES OF THE ORDER CONFERRED IN A MASTER'S LODGE.
ds written by Coplain Williom Morges

ALL THE DEGREES CONFERRED IN I'HE ROYAL ARCH CHAPTFEX
AWD GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS,
WITH THE APPENDANT ORDERS,
ey, bythe C tion of azmunmnl.oloy,m4m5,u‘
ALSO,
A REVELATION

OF

%11 the Degrees conferced in the Lodge of Perfection.
AND
YIFTEEN DEGREES OF A STILL !:'IIGHER ORDER,
WITH
SEVEN FRENCH DEGREES:
MAKING
FORTY-EIGHT DEGREES OF FREE MASONRY

With Notes and Critical Xemards.

«

’

BY ELDER DAVID BERNARD,
OF WARSAW, GENESEE CO. N. Y.

Sace an Intimate Secretary in the Lodge of Perfection; and Secretary al the Cexveulive
of Beceding Masons, held at Le Roy, July 4 and 5, 1898,

4 For thovela nothing covered fhat ehall wof be reveslod, snd M thet shall w0t be Xnerca.
# And what go Mar {8 (he ear that yroach ge upen fRe Rouss fope.”’

Jesus Christ,
OUTIOA,
WIBLIAM WILLIAMS, PRANTER, ¢3XNSEE STREET.
1829.



NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, YO WIT: '

, Be 1T REMEMBERED, that on the thirteenth day of April, in the fifty-third year of

the
the said District, hath deposited in this office the title of a book, the right whereof he
claims as Author, in the words following, to wit:

¢ Light on Masonry: a collection of all the fmost important documents on the
¢ gpbject of Speculative Free Masonry: embracing the Reports of the Western
‘&Conmitiees in relation to the abduction of Willam Morgan, Proceedings of Con-
¢ ventions, Orations, Essays, &c. &¢  With all the degrees of the order conferred
“in a Master's Lodge, as written by Captain William Morgan ; all the degrees
¢ conferred in the Royal Arch Chapter and Grand Encampment of Knights Tetnplars,
“¢ with the appendant erders, aa published by the Convention of Seceding Masons,
“¢held at Le &oy, July 4 and 5, 1828.  Aiso, a revelation of all the degrees conferred
“ja the Lodge of Perfoction, and fifteen degrees of a still higher order, with seven
“ French degrees: making forty-eighi degrees of Free Mas . With notes and
¢ critical remarks. By Eider David Bernard, of Warsaw, Genesce Co. N. Y.
¢¢once an Intimate Secretary in the Lodge of Perfection; and Secretary of the
¢ Convention of Seceding Masons, held at Le Roy, July 4 and 5, 1828

¢¢For there is nothing covered that shall not be revealed, and hid that shall not be known.’
¢ And what ye hear in the ear that preach ye upon the house tops.’ Jesus Christ.”

IN CONFORMITY to the Actof the Congress of the United States, entitled <€ Ap Ac:.
for the encouragement of Learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and
Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of such copies, during the times therein men-
toned ;” and also to the Act entitled “*An Act supplementary to an Act entitled
¢ An Act for the encouragement of Learning, by securing the copies of Maps, Charts,
and Books, to the Authors and Proprietors of such copies, during the times therain

tioned,” and extending the benelits thereof to the arts of Designing, Engraving,
and Etching, historical and other prints.”

" R. R. LANSING,

. . Clerk of the District Court of the United Seates, for th
Y ooy Diverict of New oty 7%

HARVARD ™
UNIVERSITY
LIBRARY
FEB § 1970

SR UL 2N

lndagndence of the United States of America, A. D. 1829, David Bernard, of

[ O A



e ——

PREFACE.

Tae following documents are compiled with the design of se-
curing them from the grasp of Masonic power; advancing the
cause of truth and justice; preserving the rights and liberties of
our country; promoting the glory of the Redeemer’s kingdom;
and saving souls from destruction. .

During several years the compiler was a member of the Ma-
sonic fraternity. While he regarded the ceremonies of the order
with disgust, and its oaths with abhorrence, he supposed that
there existed principles in the institution which were pure and
and holy. In the peculiar providence of God, he was led to in-
vestigate the subject; he found it wholly corrupt; its morality, e
shadow; its benevolence, selfishness; its religion, infidelity; and
that as a system it was an engine of Satan, calculated to enslave
the children of men, and pour contempt on the Most High.

In the immolation of Morgan, he saw the fate of Masonry—

. * * * * “Its fall
Determined, and its hapless crew—involved
In’ that dark deed of death ‘contagion spread
Both of its crime and punishment.:’

He saw the hand of Ged inscribing on its mystic pillars, 'Mene
Tekel, Upharsin;’ and

‘From amidst them forth he °d
Long way through hostile scorn, which he sustain’d
Superior, nor of violence fear’d ought;
And with retorted scorn his back he turn'd
On’ that proud TeEMPLA ‘to destruction doom’d !’

Since that event he has been impelled by duty to bys ontry
and his God, to hazard his property, character, and e, irjexer-
tions to overthrow an institution which has arsen ‘among the
nations in power and glory, and like mystic Babylon made them
‘drunk with the wine of her fornication!®

Here will he stand and breast him to the shock,
Till he or Denmark falls.’
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From the unwearied exertions of the brotherhood to suppress:
the light and impede the progress of truth, in relation to their out-
rages of September, 1826, and the revelations of Free Masonry
made by Capt. Morgan and a Convention of Seceding Masons,
he has thought of no way in which he could do so much for the
advancement of the cause of liberty and truth, as to embody in
one volume all the documents pertaining to the secrets of the in-
stitution; the recemt violation of our laws and liberties by the
Masopic fraternity; the proceedings of Anti-Masonic conventions;.

casays; orations; and remarks on the principles of the order—all.

of which are eminently calculated to give light on Masonry. He
helieves that such a work is important, not only for the present
crisis, but or the benefit of posterity. He hopes it will receive,
that patronage to which it may e entitled. Should be, however,
after ‘biding the pelting of the pitiless storm,’” hear only murmars
of disapprobation from the world, even then he will be cheered
in the fuﬁil]ment of duty, by the ‘still small voice’ which whispers
_‘peace:’

‘As when a wretch from thick polluted airy

Darkness, and stench, and suffocating damps,
_ And dungeen horrors, by kind fate discharged,

Climbs some fair eminence, where ether pure

Surrounds him, and Elysian prospects risc,

His heart exults, his spirits cast their load;

As if new born, he triumphs in the change.

So joys the soul, when from inglorious aims,

And sordid sweets from feculense and forth,

Of ties terrestridl, set at large, she mounts

To reason’s region, her own element, )

Breathes hopes immortal, and affects the gkies.”
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INTRODUCTION.

IR justice to myself, T cannot present this work to the public,
without a brief exhibition of the facts which have led to its publi-
cation. ’

Soon after I commenced the service of Christ, Free Masonry
was commended to my attention as an institution from heaven;
moral, benevolerit, of great antiquity, the twin sister of Chrie-
tianity, possessing the patronage 8f the wise, the great, and good,
and highly important to the ministers of the Lord Jesus. Wish-
ing to avail myself of every auxiliary in promotmg the glory of
God and the happiness of my fellow men, I readily received the
three first degrees. My disappointment none can know, but those
who have, in similar circumstances, been led in the same path of
folly and sin. [ silently retired from the institution, and for three
years was hardly known as a Mason. 1 was not, however, with-
out my reflections on the subject. I considered what I had taken
as frivolous and wicked; but was unwilling to believe that there
existed no substantial good in the order; and this idea was
strengthened from the fact that many of my friends of a higher
grade in Masonry taught me, that what I had received was not the
‘magnum bonum’ of the institution, but that this was yet to be
attained. Not being able to advocate its cause from the know-
ledge I had derived of its principles, and supposing that the obli-
gations I had received were morally binding, 1 could not say ‘pro
nor con’ concerning it, without a violation of my conscience.
‘With these views I embraced an offer to advance into the higher
orders of mysticism, and reached forward to attain the desired end.
In the reception of the Chaptoral degrees, my embarrassment in-
creased. When I came to the oath of & Royal Arch Mason, which
obligates to deliver a companion, ‘right or wrong,’ I made a full
stop and objected to proceeding. I was then assured in the most
positive terms, that all would in the end be explained to my full
satisfaction. But no such explanation took place. I ¥ought I—
1s this Free Masonry! Is-this the ancient and honorable institu-
tion patronized by thousands of the great and good? Upon
my suggesting some queries to a Masonic friend, be gravely id-
formed me that the first seven degrees were founded on the Old
‘TFestament, and were but a shadow of good things to come; th=

A2 :



vi ' INTRODUCTION.

if T wished to arrive at perfection, I must proceed to the sublime
and ineffable degrees. 'These assurances, the awful oaths I had
taken, with their penalties, and the vengeance of this most power-
ful institution, combined to deter me from. renouncing it as evil.
After much deliberation, hoping to find something in the higher
orders to redeem the character of the institution in my estimation,
1 entered the lodge of Perfection and took the ineffable degrees.

Abont this time I learned that William- Morgan was writing
Masonry for publication. My informer was then a Baptist minis-
ter in high standing, and a Royal Arch Mason. He remarked
that Margan's writing Masonry was the greatest piece of depra-
vity he ever knew; that some measures must be taken to stop it;
that he would be one of a number to put him out of the way; that
God looked upon the institution with so much complacency, he
would never bring the perpetrators, to light; that there had already
been two meetings on the subject; and that he expected there
would be another on that day; and finally attempted to justify his
murder from Masoory and the word of God!

This conversation took place in Covington, {where I then Liv-
ed,) five weeks before Morgan was murdered; and I should at
this early period have informed him of his danger, had I not un-
derstood that he was on his guard and prepared for a defence.

‘The next week I left home for my health, and was absent some
weeks. [ returned on the 16th of September, and soon learned
that Morgan was kidnapped and probably murdered! I conversed
with the Masons on the subject, and they justified both his ab-
duction and murder! 1 now read the first production of Elder
Stearns on Masonry with peculiar interest. I also examined the
Monitor. and other Masonic writings, and reflected deeply on the
vature and tendency of the institution. I compared the murdex
of Morgan and the conduct of the fraternity in relation to his ab-
duction, with the oaths apd principles of the erder, and became
fully satisfied that to continue loager with the institution was not
my dity. 1 expressed my opposition to its principles and the
reeeht conduct of the fraternity in a free and open manner, which
caused.much excitement among the brotherbaod. A meeting of
the lodge in Covington was seon called, the object of which was
to-concert measures for an agreement among. the fraternity, in
what they should say in relation to.their outrages, and to attend
to. members who were disaffected with their proceedings. I ate
tended for.the purpose of freeing my mind.. When the lodge was
duly opened and the subject intyoduced,.l arose and in the mosj
decisive manner disapproved the. conguct of the fraternity, in their .
violafion.of civil agd moral law.. The mesting was long and hor
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ribly intevesting! The true spirit of the institution was peculiarly
maaifest, especially towards me. For the introduction of Elder
Stearas’ book, and the honest expression of my sentiments, I was
most shamefully abused. The murder of Morgan was justified,
and. evary thing said that was calculated to harrow up the feelings
of a patriot or Christian. Elder A***#* g Knight Templar, be-
ing present, boldly assérted ‘that if he should see any man writing
Masonry, he should consider it his duty to take measures to stop
biro; that as cities and churches had their laws, with a right
to inflict their penalties, so Masons had their laws, with the
right to inflict the penalties to them; and that the lodge was the
placeto try a Mason—that if Morgan had been writing Masonry,
agd his threat was cut-from ear to ear, his tongue torm out by
the roote, and his body buried beaeath the rough sands of the
sea, at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice
in. tweaty-four hours, be could not complain in ot having jus-
tice done him!’ Amen, Amen, Amen, was the audible response
around the room.

At the next meeting of the lodge, by request of the Master,
I attended. Here a scene passed which language cannot de-
scribe!  Several bours were occupied in, abusing and making
charges against me, the principal of which were, I had spo-
ken against the institution. Many questions were asked and
insults offered me. I told them frankly 1 had spoken against
the principles of the order; that the right of opinion, the free-
dom of speech, and the liberty of the press, were privileges
given to me by God; puchased by the blood of my fathers;
that I bad inhaled them with my first breath, and I would only
lose them with my last; that if they could remove my objec-
tions to the institution, which I then exhibited, well—if not,
they could expel me; but if they proceeded to farther abuses,
they must suffer the consequences. My objectios :
moved; and I requested permission to withdraw.
them they expelled and immediately cornmence
persecution against die. The professed ministe
dels, and drunkards, from Buffzlo to Albany,
destroy my character! I was admonished by
lary communications ‘to be on my guard, to .
se great. was my personal danger, that my fr ,
suffer me to ride alone from one town to ang F ;

* Let the reader remember that the compiler of th
Musonry in October, 1826—was the first Mxson who «

- tility to the imetitution subsequent to the abduction o
-will nat be surptised in learsing that bie life wes in
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they ‘opposed my interest, deranged my business, pointed .me
out as an unworthy and vicious vagabond, an object of con-
tempt,’ and ‘transferred this character after me:’ and it would
seem that they intended to do it ‘during my natural life? The
united efforts of the fraternity to injure me, have, however,
proved unavailing. o :

i soon became convinced that the peace of society, the sal-
vation-of my country, the present and eternal happiness of my
fellow men, and the glory of God, required the destruction of
the institution. To accomplish this, I was confident but one
effectual method could be adopted, and this was to make a
full disclosure of its secrets. To this end 1 then exerted my-
self.  After an interchange of minds with some of the patriots
- of Batavia and Le Roy, a convention of Masons opposed to

the institution was called, to meet on the 19th of February,
1827. This convention was composed of about forty, who
after havirig deliberated upon the principles of the order, and
. binding nature of its obligations, resolved to make a revelation
of its mysteries. They confirmed the ‘Illustrations’ of William
Morgan; published the oaths of twelve degrees of a higher order;
appointed a committee to prepare all the degrees which could
be obtained for the press; and adjourned to meet on the 4th
of July fullowing.

The committee, with much labor and expense, had all the
degrees conferred in a Royal Arch Chepter, ¥ ncanpment of
Knights Templars. and orders of the Holy Cro:s, ready, and
presented them to the convention on the 4th and &5th of July,
which declared them correct, and ordered them to be published
to the world.

The degrees of Mark, Past, and Most Excellent Master,
were obtained from Mrs. Mosgan, as written by her husband;
the Royal Arch, from an agent of the comniittee, (a Reyal
Arch Mason,) as given by Jeremy L. Cross, the Grand Lecturer

of the United States; and those of the Epcampment and Holy .

Cross, from a Knight of the Thrice Illustrions Order, as tran-
seribed from a copy as given the Encampment at Le Roy, by
the Grand Commander at Utica. . :
In consequence of the zeal manifestedsby the fratemnity to
atifle the excitement, 1 conceived that much good might be
done by a compilation of the most important documents in
relation,$o the subject. By the advice of many friends, and
under the patronage of a county and state convention, I under
took the work. ' .
While preparing it for the press, I obtained from the highest

y
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authority thirty-three of the sublime and ineffable degrees, all
of which, 1 kxNow To BE comRikcT, and I give them to the
world ‘verbatim et literatum.’

But am I justifiable in pursuing this course! Wil the law of
God approve the violation of such solemn oaths? Passing by the
arguments which might be adduced from the fact that the obli-
gations were taken without a previous knowledge of their cha-
racter—the assursnces that they were not to imterfere with my
political or religious sentiments, when they are diametrically op-
posite to both-—that I swore fealty ta a professedly ancient, moral.
benevolent, and righteous institution, when it proves to be ‘mo-
dern, corrupt, selfish, and unholy.’—I rest the question upon the
principles of moral obligation by which I expect to be judged, and
by which I must stand or fall. ~ Are the oaths of Free Masonry,
then, congenial with the duties which I owe to God and my fellow
men? If they are, I most certainly am bound to keep them; i
not, to break them. By the principles of moral obligation I am
requued to promote God’s glory, and the best, good of the uni-
verse. My swearing to love God and my =néighbox does not
enhance the obligation at all; for it sa /8, “Thou shalt love the
Logd thy God with all thy heart and with all thy. soul and with ali
thy strength and with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as,thyself.!
It says this to the sinner and the saint—to the man who hassworn
and to him whe has not sworn, it ie alike infinitely. binding on
all. Tt canmot be increased ner diminished—it can require no
more—it can receive no less. If J swear to love God and keep
his commandments, the oath is binding, because moral obliga-
tion made these requisitions before I took the oath,’ and the oath
and moral obligation are in perfect harmony. If I swear to vio-
late the coemmand of God; for inatance, te kill my neighbor, I am
bound to break my oath; for the Divipe law says, ‘Thou shalt not
kill,” and my swearing to violate the gommand does not, cannot,
render the obligation void. Moral ONCEUM requires me to keep
such secrets and such only as are calculated to promote God’s
glory and the best good of commuaity; and my swearing does not
effact the obligation at all. It also requires me te reveal thosc
secrets, the keeping of which have a tendency to mar or prevent
His glory and the best good of my neighbor; and my swearing to
keep them does not, cannot, rendet the obligation void: for in-
tance, if I had swarn to keep secret the intention of a highway-
man to rob my neighbor’s house and murder his family; to keep
secret a plot agejnst my country, the government of which is
founded upon the principles of truth and justice; to keep secret 2
grand conspiracy formed by e powerful society, the object -
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which was, like that of the ITlumsnati, to abolish government and
social order and extinguish Christianity—as the keeping of these
secrets would be prejudicial to the interests of my neighbor, to
the safety of my country, and the glory of God, the principles of
moral obligation would require me to reveal them. If I had sworn
to assist the robber, to unite in the plot, or conspiracy, my refus-
ing to act in either case, ssmply, would not fulfil the duties which I
should owe to my neighbor, my country, or my God. 8o I did
not make known the intention of the robber, expose the plot, or
reveal the conspiracy, I should be guilty of a violation of moral
obligation. . ‘

It will not be necessary here to inquire whether the oaths to
keep the secrets of a brother, with or without exception, to deli-
ver a companion ‘right or wrong,” to ‘take vengeace on the trai-
tors of Masonry,’ ‘to sacrifice all those who reveal the secrets of
the order,’ are in harmony with the Divine law—but whether the
principles of moral obligation require the keeping or revealing
of Masonic secrets? '

It will readily be admitted that the existence of the institation
depends upon the keeping of its secrets inviolate. It will follow,
then, that if the existence of the institution is necessary, or bas a
tendency to promote God’s glory and the well béing of society,
the principles of moral obligetion require me to keep its secrets,
and by revealing them I am.guilty of moral perjury! And on the
other hand, if the institution is corrupt, bas an evil tendency, is -
opposed to the order and well being of society and the glory of
God, I am under moral obligation to break my oaths, and reveal
its secrets to the world, that it may come to an-end. My refus-
ing to meet with or support the institution, is not sufficient; I
must renounce feally to the order, reveal its secrets, oppose its |
influence, and use my exertions to destroy it, or I am guilty of
a violation of moral obligation.

Let the reader carefully and thoroughly examine the following
documents and he will discover that Free Masonry, as a system,
is dark, unfruitful, selfish, demoralizing, blasphemous, murderous,
anti-republican, and anti-Christian—opposed to the glory of God
and the good of mankind; and hence that the compiler in burst-
ing asunder the bands of the fraternity and publishing their
secrets to the world, is doing no more than is required by the
principles of moral obligation—is but fulfilling the duties which
he owes to God and .his fellow men.

Davio Beaxasp.

Warsaw, April 1, 1829,
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RECOMMENDATIONS.

“The Baptist Church of Chyist in Warsaw, Genesee County, N.
@0 the Chrigtian Public.

As Eider David Bernard ia 1but publishing & book eatitled ‘LicBT ON MASOHB'I(’
which we deem highly important for the punity and advancement of the Redeemer’s
kingdom; and as we are sensible, from the persecution he has already received, as
well as from the nature of the subject, that many aspersions will be thrown upon his
character, to impedé the righteous influence which the truth should have upon the
public mind; we deem it our duty to state, that from the most hig ly accredited docu-
ments, we can vouch for the purity of his moral character from his infancy to the
time he professed Christianity his moral and Christian conversation from this

eriod, until he became a member of this church; and that during nearly two years
has been the reguler and approved pastor among us; that he is a minister of the
Genesee Baptist Association, 1 good standing; and we cheerfully and unanimously
recommend him as a man of strict integrity, unblemished moral character, end faith:-
ful servant of the Lord Jesus.
’ Ezxecuted by order and in presence of the cburch,
this fourteenth day of March, A. D. 1828.
DRY JOHN TRUESDELL, Church Clerk, pro tem.
SAMUEL SALSB .
JONATHAN F. HIBBARD, } Deacons of the Church.

REsoLETION of an Anti-Masonic Cenvention of Genesee county, held at Bethany,
July 23, 1828, in favor of this work. ‘WHEREAS the title and prospectus of a book
entitled ‘L1GHT o MasoNRY,” &c. &c. has been read to this convention—There-
fore, Resolved, That for the advancement of light and truth in the great and holy
cause of Anti-Vasonry, and for the good of future generations, we deem it of the
highest importance that such a work be published; and from our knowledge of the
talents, character, intelligence, and zeal, of Elder David Bernard, we believe him
to be eminently qualified for such an undertaking; we therefore solieit him to perse-
vere in the work without delay, as such a work is worthy of the patronage of the
friends of liberty and religion throughout the whole civilized world, '

. ‘ROBERT EARLL, jun. President,
‘CEPHAS A. SMITH, Secretary.’

Ras)LUTION of the Anti-Magonic New York State Convention, held at Utica,
August 4, 1828, in favor of this work ‘WHRREAS the title and prospectus of &
»ook entitled ‘LigHT 0N MasoNRY,’ &c. &c. by Elder David Bemard!: hasbeen read
to the conyention, and entertaining the fullest confidence in the integrity, zeal, and
ability, of the compiler, and being deeply impressed with the importance of the pro-
posed publication, to the gause of truth and justice—Therefore, Resolved, That
we recommend the compiler to proceed without delay in the publication of his book;
and we recommend it to the attention and ;wonage of all the friends of truth and

.the cause of civil liberty throughout the worl
‘JAMES HAWKS, President.

“THOS, C. GREEN,} Secretaties.”
SETH A. ABBEY, aries.
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LIGHT ON MASONRY,.
— @ St

% A DzscripTIoN of the ceremonies used in opening a Lodge of
Entered Apprentice Masons; which is the same in all the up-
per degrees, with the exception of the difference in the signs,
due-guards, grips, pass-grips, words and their several names;
all of which will be given and explained in their proper places
as the work progresses.

One rap calls the lodge to order; one calls up the Junior and
Senior Deacons; two raps call up the subordinate officers; and
three, all the members of the lodge.

The Master having called the lodge to order, and the officers
all seated, the Master says to the Junior Warden, ¢ Brother Jun-
ior, are they all Entered Apprentice Masons in the south? Ans.
¢« They are, Worshipful.” Master to the Senior Warden, ¢Bro-
ther Senior, are they all Entered Apprentice Masons in the
west?” JAns. ¢They are, Worshipful.” The Master then says,
¢They are in the east;’ at the same time he gives a rap with the
common gavel or mallet, which calls up both Deacons. Master
to Junior Deacon, ¢Attend to that part of your duty, and inform
the Tyler that we are about to open a lodge of Entered Appren-
tice Masons; and direct him to tyle accordingly.’ The Tyler
then steps to the door and gives three raps, which are answered
by three from without: the Junior Deacon then gives one, which
is also answered by the Tyler with one; the door is then partly
opened, and the Junior Deacon deljvers his message, and re-
sumes his situation, and says, ‘the door i tyled, Worshipful,”
(at the same time giving the due-guard, which is never omitted

- when the Master is addressed.) The Master to the Junior Dea-
con, ‘By whom? Jns. ¢By a Master Mason without the door,
armed with the proper implements of his office.” Master to the

Junior Deacon, ¢His duty there?” Jns. ¢ To keep off all cow-

ans and eave-droppers, see that none pass or repass without per-

* The first three Degrees in Masonry here pui:lished, are as written RY.

Capt. William Morgan: and as conferred in the Lodges in the western part:
of New York.
B -
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mission from the Master.” [Some say without permission from
the chair.] Master to Junior Deacon, ‘Brother Junior, your
place in the lodge? ./ns. ‘At the right hand of the Senior
Warden in the west.” Master to Junior Deacon, ‘Your business
there, Brother Junior? /ns. * “T'o wait on the Worshipful Mas-,
ter and Wardens, act as their proxy in the active duties of the
Lodge, and take charge of the door.” Master to Junior Deacon,
“The Senior Deacon’s place in the Lodge?” Ans. ‘At the right
hand of the Worshipful Master in the east.’ [The Master, while
asking the last question, gives twc raps, which calls up all the
subordinate officers.] Master to Senior Deacon, ‘Your duty
there, Brother Senior?” Ans. “To wait on the Worshipful Mas-
ter and Wardens, act as their proxy in the active duties of the
Lodge, attend to the preparation and introduction of candidates
—and welcome and clothe all visiting Brethren,” [i. e. furnish
them with an apron.] Master to Senior Deacon, ‘The Secreta~
ry’s place in the Lodge, Brother Seniorl’ .ns. ‘At the left
hand of the Worshipful Master in the east.” Master to Secre-
tary, ‘Your duty there, Brother Secretaryl’ Ans. ‘The better
to observe the Worshipful Master’s will and pleasure, record the
proceedings of the Lodge; transmit a copy of the same to the
Grand Lodge, if required; receive all monies and money bills
from the hand of the Brethren, pay them over to the Treasurer,
and take his receipt for the same.” The Master to the Secreta-
ry, “The Treasurer’s place in the Lodge?” Jns. ‘At the right
hand of the Worshipful Master.” Master to Treasurer, ‘Your
duty there, Erother Treasurer? Jns. ‘Duly to observe the
‘Worshipful Master’s will and pleasure; ‘receive all monies and
money bills from the hands of the Secretary; keep a just and true
account-of the same; pay them out by order of the Worshipful
Master and consent of the Brethren.” The Master to the Trea-
surer, #¥The Junior Warden’s place in the lodge, Brother Trea-
surer?’ ns. ‘In the south, Worshipful.” Master to Junior
Warden, ‘Your business there, Brother Jurior?” Jns. *‘As the
sun in the south at high meridian, is the beauty and glory of the
day, so stands the Jugjor Warden in the south, the better to ob-
serve the time; call the crafts from labour to refreshment; super-’
intend them during the hours thereof; see that none convert the
hours of refreshment into that of intemperance or excess; and
call them on again in due season, that the; Worshipful Master
may have honor, and they pleasure and profif thereby.” Master
to the Junior Warden, “The Senior Warden’s place in the lodge?’
JAns.  “In the west, Worshipful” Master to the Senior War-
den, ‘Your duty therc, Brother Senior?” Ans. ‘As the sun sets ,

'

.
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in the west, to close the day, so stands the Senior Warden in the
west, to assist the Worshiptul Master in opening his Lodge; take
care of the jewels and impleinents; see that none be lost; pay the
craft their wages, if any be due; and see that none go away dis-
satisfied.” Master to the Senior Warden, “Lhe Master's place
in the Lodge?” JAns. ‘In the east, Worshipful.” Master to the
Senior Warden, ‘His duty therel’ Jns. ‘Asthe sun rises in the
east to open and adorn the day, so presides the Worshipful Mas-
ter in the east to open and adorn his lodge; sethis crafts to work
with good and wholesome laws; or cause the same to be done.’
The Master now gives three raps, when all the brethren rise, and
the Master, taking off his hat, proceeds as follows: ‘In like man-
ner so do I, strictly forbidding all profane language, private com-
mittees, or any other disorderly conduct whereby the peace and
harmony of this Lodge may be interrupted while engaged in its
lawful pursuits, under no less penalty than the bye-laws, or such
penalty as a majority of the brethren present may see fit to in-
flict. Brethren, attend to giving the signs.” [Here lodges dif-
fer very much. In some they declare the lodge open as follows,
before they give the signs:] The Master (all the Brethren imi-
tating him) extends his left arm from his body mo as to form an
angle of about forty-five degrees, and holds his right hand tra-
versely across his left, the palnis thereof one inch apart. This
is called the first sign of a Mason—is the sign of distress in this
degree, and alludes to the position a candidate’s hands are plac-
ed in when he takes the obligation of an kntered Apprentice Ma-
son. The Master then draws his right hand across his throat,
the hand open, with the thumb next to the throat, and drops it
down by his side. This is called the due-guard of an kmered
Apprentice Mason, (many call it the sign,) and alludes to the
penalty of an obligation. (See obligation.) The Master then
declares the Lodge opened, in the following manner: ‘I now de-
clare this Lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons duly .opened for
the despatch of. business.” The enior Wardn declares it to the
Junior Warden, and he to the Brethren. ‘Come, Brethren, let
us pray.’ One of the following prayers is used:

Most holy and glorious God! the great Architect of the Uni-
verse; the giver of all good gifts and graces: Thou hast promis-
ed that ¢ Where two or three are gathered together in thy name,
thou wilt be in the midst of them, and bless them.” In thy name
we assemble, most humbly beseeching thee to bless us in all our
undertakings; that we may know and serve thee aright, and that
all our actions may tend torthy glory, and our advancement it
knowledge and viriue, And we beseech thee, O Lord God, t

- 1



16 LIGHT ON MASONRY.

bless our present assembling; and to illumine our minds through
the influence of the Son of Righteousness, that we may walk in
the light of thy countenance; and when the trials of our proba-
tionary state are over, be admitted into the temple not made
with hands, eternal in the heavens. Amen. So mote it be.

Another prayer, as often used at opening as closing.

Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity; it is like the ‘precious ointment upon the head
that run down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went
down té the skirts of his garment: as the dew of Hermon, and as
the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion, for there the
Lord commanded the blessing, evermore. Amen. So mote it
be.

The lodge being now open and ready to proceed to business,
the Master directs the Secretary to read the minutes of the last
meeting, which naturally brings to view the business of the pres-
ent.

If there are any candidates to be brought forward, that will be
the first business attended to, I will, therefore, proceed with a
description of the ceremonies used in the admission and initiation
of a candidate ig the first degree of Masonry.

A person wi;%ing to become a Mason must get some one who
is 2 Mason to present his petition to a lodge, when, if there are
no serious objections, it will be entered on the minutes, and &
Lommittee of two or three appointed to inquire into his charac-
ter, and report to the next regular communication. The follow-
ing is the form of a petition used by a candidate ; but a worthy
¢andidate will not be reJected for the want of formuhty in his pe-
titio
To ti.l% Worshipful MasterWardens and ‘Brethren of Lodge No.

—, of Free and Accepted Masons.

The subscriber, residing in , of lawful age, and by oc-
cupation a; , begs leave to state that, unbiassed by friends,
and uninfluenced bwmercenary motives, he freely and voluntari-
ly offers himself a candidate for the mysteries of Masonry, and
that he is prompt to solicit- this privilege by a favorable oplmon
conceived of the institution, a desire of knowledge and a sincere
wish of being serviceable to his fellow creatures. Should his pe-
tition be granted, he will cheerfully conform to all the ancient es-
tablished usages and customs of the fraternity.

(Signed) A. B.

At the pext regular communication, (if no very serious objec-
tion appears against the candidate, ) the ballot-boxes will be pass-
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ed; one black ball will reject a candidate. The boxes may be
passed three times. 'The Deacons are the proper persons to pass
them; one of the boxes has black and white beans, or balls in it,
the other empty; the one with the balls in it goes before, and fur-
nishes each member with a black and white ball; the empty box
follows and receives them. There are two holes in the top of his
box with a small tube (generally) in each, one of which is black,
and the other white, with a partition in the box. ‘I'he members
put both their balls into this box as their feelings dictate; when
the balls are received, the box is presented to the Master, Seni:}g
and Junior Wardens, who pronounce clear or not clear, as ’
case may be. The ballot proving clear, the candidate (if pres-
ent) is conducted into a small preparation roow adjoining the
lodge, he is asked the following questions, and gives the follow-
ing answers. Senior lveacon to (andidate,’*1)0 you sincerely
declare, upon your honor before these gentleinén, that, unbinesed
by friends, uninfluenced by unworthy motives, you freely and vo-
luntarily offer yourself a candidate for te mysteries of Masonry?’
Ans. L do.” Senior Deacon to candidate, ‘1o you. sincerely
declare, upon your honor before these gentlemen, that you are
prompt to solicit the privileges of Masonry, by a favorable opinion
conceived of the institution, a desire of knowledge, and a sincere
wish of being $erviceable to your fellow creaturest’ ns. ‘I do.’
-Senior Deacon to candidate,* ‘Do you sincerely declare, upon
your honor before these gentlemen, that you will cheerfully con-
form to all the ancient established usages and customs of the fra-
ternity?” JAns. ‘I do.” After the above questions are proposed
and answered, and the result reported to the Master, he says,
“Brethren, at the request of Mr. A. B. he has been proposed and
accepted in regular form. I therefore recommend him as a pro-
per candidate for the mysteries of Masonry, and worthy to par-
take of the privileges of the fraternity; and in consequence of a
declaration of his intentions, voluntarily made, I believe he will
cheerfully conform to the rules of the order.’ The candidate,
during the time, is divested of all his apparel (shirt excepted) dnd
furnished with a pair of drawers, kept in the lodge for the use of
candidates; the candidate is then blindfolded, his left foot bare.

* The reader will here learn one reason why those whs. enter a lodge,
never come out, until they have taken a degree. The Candidate is made to
promise upon his honor that he will “conform to all the ancient established
usages and customs of the fraternity;” hence let him be ever so much op-
posed to the ceremoniex of initiation, or the oath of the degree, he cannot go
back, for he feels bound by hig promise. Should he, however, feel constrain-
ed to violate his word, the persuasions, and, if necessary, tha threats of t+

.master and brethren compef him to go forward.

B2.



18 LIGHT ON MASONRY.

his right in a slipper, his left hreast and arm naked, and a rope
called a cable-tow round his neck and left arm, (the rope is not
put round the arm in all lodges) in which posture the Candidate
is conducted to the door where he is caused to give, or the con-
ductor gives three distinct knocks, which are answered by three
from within, the conductor gives one more, which is also answer-
ed by one from within. The door is then partly opened and the
Junior Deacon generally asks, ‘who comes there! who comes
there? who comes there!’” 'The conductor, alias the Senior Dea-
con, answers, ‘A poor hlind candidate who has long been desir-
" s of having and vecciving a part of the rights and benefits of
this worshipful lodge dedicated (some say erected) to God and
held forth to the holy order of St. John, as all true fellows and
brothers have done, who have gone this way before him.’—The
Junior Deacon then asks, ‘Is it of his own free will and accord
he makes this request! is he duly and truly prepared! worthy and
well qualified? and properly avouched forl”  All of which being
answered in the affirmative, the Junior Deacon to Senior Dea-
<on; ‘By what further rights does he. expect to obtain this bene-
fitt? Ans. ‘By.being a man, free born, of lawful age, and under
the tongue of good report.” The Junior Deacon then says, ‘since
this is the case you will wait till the worshipful Master in the cast
is made acquainted with his request, and his answer returned;’
the Junior Deacon repairs to the Master, when the same ques-
tions are asked and answers returned as at the door; after which,
the Master says, ‘since he comes endowed with all these neces-
sary qualifications, let him enter this worshipful lodge in the name
of the Lord and take heed on what he enters.” The candidate
then enters, the Junior Deacon at the same time pressing his
naked left breast with the point of the compass, and asks the
candidate, ‘Did you feel any thing? Jnas. ‘Idid;’ Junior Dea-
con to candidate, ‘what was it?’ Jns. ‘A torture.” The Jun-
ior Deacon then says, ‘as this is a torture to your flesh, so may
it ever be to your mind and conscience, if ever you should attempt
to reveal the secrets of Masonry unlawfully.” The candidate 1s
then conducted to the centre of the lodge, where he and the Sen-
ior Deacon kneels, and the Deacon says the following prayer.
“Youchsafe thine aid, Almighty Father of the universe, to this
our present convention; and grant that this candidate for Mason-
ry may dedicate and devote his life to thy service, and become e
true and faithful brother among us! Endue him with a compe-
tency of thy divine wisdom, that by the secrets of our art, he may
be the better’ enabled to display the beauties of holiness, to the
honor of thy holy name. So mote it be. Amen!”
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The Master then asks the candidate, ‘In whom do you put your
trust?’ JAns. ‘In God.’ The Master thentakes hiro by the right
hand and says, ‘Since in God you put your trust, arise follow your
leader and fear no danger.’ The Senior Deacon then conducts
the candidate three times regularly round the lodge, and halts at
the Junior Warden in the south, where the same questions are
asked and answers returned as at the door.

As the candidate and the conductor are passing round the voom
the Master reads the following passage of scnpture, and takes
the same time to read it that they do to go round the:lodge three
times.

_“Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the head,
that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard, that went
down to the skirts of his garment: as the dew of Hermon, and as
the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion; for there
the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for ever more.”

The candidate is then conducted to the Senior Warden in the
west, where the same questions are asked and answers® returned
as before, from thence he is conducted to the Worshipful Master
in the east, where the same questions are asked and answers re-
turned as before. The Master likewise demands of him, from
whence he came and whither he is travelling. The candidate an-
swers, ‘from the west and travellng to the east.” Master in-
quires: ‘Why do you leave the west and travel to the east!” s,
‘In search of light.” Master then says, ‘Since the candidate is
travelling in search of light, you will please conduct him back to
the west from whehce he came, and put him in the care of the
Senior Warden, who will teach him how to approach the east,
the place of light, by advancing upon one upright regular step, to
the first step, his feet forming the right angle of an oblong square,
his body erect at the altar before the Master, and place him in &
proper position to take upon him gie solemn oath or obligation of
an Entered Apprentice Mason.” 'I'he Senior Warden receives the
candidate, and instructs him as directed. He first steps off with
the left foot and brings up the heel of the right into the hollow
thereof, the heel of the right foot against the ancle of the left, will
of course form the right angle of an oblong square; the candidate
then kneels on his left knee, and places his right foot as to form
@ square with the left, he turns his foot round until the ancle bone
is as mueh in front of him as the toes on the left; the candidate’s
left hand is then put under the Holy Bible, square and compass,
and the righthand on them. This is the position in whigh a can-
didate is placed when h¢ takes upon him the oath or obligatic™
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an Entered Apprentice Mason. As soon as the eandidate is plac- .
ed in this position, the Worshipful Master approaches Him, and
says, ‘Mr. A. B. you are now placed in a proper position to take
upon you the solemn oath or obligation of an Eintered Apprentice
Mason,* which I assure you is neither to effect your religion nor
politics, if you are willing to take it repeat your name and say af-
ter me;’ [and although many have refused to take any kind of an
obligation, and begged for the privilege of retiring, yet pene have
made their gscape; they have been either coerced, or persuaded
to submit. 'There are thousands who never return to the lodge
after they are initiated.] The following obligation is then admin-
istered.

“I, A. B. of my own free will and accord, in-presence of Al-
mighty God and this worshipful lodge of Free and Accepted Ma-
sons, dedicated to God and held forth to the holy order of St.
John, do hereby and hereon most solemnly and sincerely promise
and swear, that T will always hail, ever conceal, and never reveal
any part, or parts, art, or arts, point, or points of the secrets, arts
and mysteries of anciont Free Masonry, which I have recetved, am
about to receive, or may hereafter be instructed in, to any person
or persons in the known world, except it be a true and lawful bro-
ther Mason, or within the body of a just and lawifully constituted
lodge of such, and not unto him, nor unto them whom I shall hear
s0 to be, but unto him and them only whom I shall find so to be,
after strict trial and due examination or lawful information. Fur-
thermore, do I promise and swear that I will not write, print,
stamp, stain, hugh, cut, carve, indent, paint, pr engrave it on any
thing moveable or immoveable, under the whole canopy of heav-
en, whereby, or whereon the least letter, figure, character, mark,
stain, shadow; or resemblance of the same may become legible or
intelligible to myself or any other person in the knewn world,
whereby the secrets of Masonry may be unlawfully obtained
through my unworthiness. ‘'8 all which I do most solemnly and
sincerely promise and swear, without the least equivocation, men-
tal reservation, or self evasion of mind in me whatever; binding
myself under no less penalty, than to bave my throat cut across,
my tongte torn out by the roots, and my body buried in the rough

* In many lodges this is put in the form of a question, thus: “Are you,
willing to take an obligation upon you that does not effect your politics or
religion?” The promise “to conform;” made before entering the lodge, the ¥
“assurance that the oath s not to interfere with their political or religious
principles,” and the manner the obligation is administered,—only two or
three words being repeated at a time, consequgntly not fully understoed ;-
are among the reasons which have led many great and good mep te take
‘eaths incompatible with the laws of God and sur country.
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sands of the sea at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows
twice in twenty-four hours; so help me God, and keep me stead-
fast in the due performance of the same.”*

After the obligation the master addresses the candidate in the
following manner: ‘Brother, to you the secrets of masonry are
about to be unveiled, and a brighter sun never shone.lustre on
your eyes; while prostrate before this sacred altar, do you not
shudder at every crime? have you not confidence in every virtue?
May these thoughts ever inspire you with the most noble senti-
ments; may you ever feel that elevation-of soul, that shall scoma
dishonest act. Brother, what do you most desire? .ns. ‘Light.’
Master to brethren, ‘Brethren, stretch forth your hands and assist
in bringing this new made brother from darkness to light.” The
members having formed a circle round the candidate, the Master
says, ‘And God said, let there be light, and there was light.” At
the same #ime, all the brethren clap their hands, and stamp on
the floor with their right foot as heavy as possible, the bandage
dropping from the candidate’s eyes at the same instant, which,
after having been so long blind, and full of fearful apprehensions
all the time, this great and sudden transition from perfect dark-
ness to a light brighter (if possible) than the theridian sun in a mid
summer day, sometimes produces an alarming effect. 1 once
knew a man to faint on heing brought to light; and his recovery
was quite doubtful for some time: however, he did come too. but
he never returned to the lodge again. I have often conversed
with him on the subject, he is yet living, and will give a certificate
in support of the above statement at any time if requested.

After the candidate is brought to light, the Master addresses
him as follows: ‘Brother, on being brought to light, you first dis-
cover three great lights in masonry by the assistance of three less-
er, they are thus explained; the three great lights in masonry are
the Holy Bible, Square and Compass.t 'The Holy Bible is giv-

* It is frequently said by Masons that tho “penalties of masonic oaths are
nothing; that no one i8 bound to inflict them, and that if Morgan was put
to death by Masons it was not done in conformity to masonic law.” But if
one part of the oath is nothing another part is notzing by the same rule. Anr
Mason, therefore, is at liherty to reveal masonry without exposing himself’
any more than he would ifthe oath was never administered. But if the pen-
alties are not to be inflicted, why did they kil Morgan—and why is & Ma-
son sworn that he will “use his most decided endeavors, by the blessing of
God, to bring such person (the person who violates masonic law) to the most
strict and CONDIGN PUNISHMENT agreeable to the ancient rules and usages of
the fralernity?

1 The Holy Bible is here said to be given to Masone as & rule and guide for
their faith and practice. But I would ask, if Free Masonry is the same among
all nations (as is declared by masonic writers) how this is possible, when it
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en to us as arule and guide for our faith and practice; the Square,
to square our actions, and the Compass to keep us in due bounds
with all mankind, but more especially with the brethren. The
three lesser lights are three burning tapers, or candles placed on
candlesticks, (some say, or candles on pedestals,) they represent
the Sun, Moon, and Master of the lodge, and are thus explained.
As the sun rules the day and the moon governs the night, so ought
the Worshipful Master with equal regularity to rule and govern
his lodge, or cause the same to be done; you next discover me
as Master-of this lodge, approaching you from the east upon the
first step of masonry, under the sign and due-guard of an Kntered
Apprentice Mason. (The sign and due-guard has been explain-
ed.) This is the manner of giving them, imitate me as near as
you can, keeping your position. First, step off with your left
foot and bring the heel of the right into the hollow thegeof so as
to form a square.’ gThis is the first step in masonry.] The fol-
lowing is the sign of an Entered Apprentice Mason, and is the
sign of distress in this degree; you are not to give it unless in
distress.* [It is given by holding your two hands traversely across
each other, the right_hand upwards and one inch from the left.]
The following is the due-guard of an Entered Apprentice Mason.
[ This is given by drawing your right hand across your throat,
the thumb next to your throat, your arm as high as the elbow in
a horizontal position.] ‘Brother, I now present you my right
hand in token of brotherly love and esteem, and with it the grip
and name of the grip of an Entered Apprentice Mason.’ The
right hands are joined together, as in shaking hands, and each
sticks his thumb nail into the third joint or upper end of the fore
finger; the name of the grip is Boaz, and is to be given in the fol-
lowing manner and no other; the Master first gives the grip and
word, and divides it for the instruction of the candidate; the ques-

is a well known fact, that but a small part of the human family are in pos-
session of, or know any thing about, the Bible? And if the Bible is receiv-
ed by Masons as a rule of faith and practice, why do they use & square and
compass? 18 not the Bible sufficient?

The trath is, masonry is not the same among all nations, only in some re-
spects, and thesc are, the fundamental principles ot the order.  The appen-
dages of the Institution differ according to the peculiar feelings and senti-
ments of the people among whom it exists. Hence in America, in a reli-
gious point of view, it has existed with difficulty: masonic writers have been
at a loss what to say on the subject, and in their extremity, one has called it
‘religion,” another the ‘hand-maid of religion,’ a third the ‘twin-sister of chris-
tianity,” and a fourth that it was simply an Institution of ‘morality and be-
nevolence.” To please the christian the Bible is introduced,—to satisfy the
infidel, the square and compass are added; the name of Christ is expunged
from passages quoted, and lﬁe work of the Holy Ghost rejected, and all done
in sach a manner, that but few sce the foul and monstrous imposition.
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tions are as follows: The Master and candidate holding each oth-
er by the grip as before described, the Master says, ‘what is this?’
Ans. ‘A gnp.’ Q. ‘A grip of what? ns. ‘The grip of an
Entered Apprentice Mason.’ Q. ‘Has it a namel’ ns. ‘It
has! Q. ‘Will you give it to me?’ Awus. ‘I did not so receive
it, neither can I sp impartit’ Q. ‘What will you do with it??
Ans. ‘Letter it or halve it.” Q. ‘Halve it and begin.” Jns.
You begin’ Q. ‘Begin you.’ Jms. ‘BO. Q. ‘AZ. Jns.
‘BOAZ. Master says, ‘Right, brother Eoaz, I greet you. It
is the name of the left hand pillar of the porch of king folemon’s
Temple——arise, brother Boaz, snd salute the Junior and Senior
Wardens as such, and convince them that you have been regular-
ly initiated as am® Entered Apprentice Mason, and kave got the
sign, grip, and word.” The Master returns to his seat while the -
Wardens are esumining the candidate, and gets a lamb-skin or
white apron, presents it to the candidate and observes, ‘Erother,
Inow present you with a Lamb-skin or white apron; it is an
emblem of innocence, and the badge of a Mason; it has been
worn by kings, princes, and potentates of the earth, who have nev-
¢r been ashamed to wear it; it is more honorable than the dia-
. dems of kings, or pearls of princesses, when worthily worn: it is
more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman Eagle; more
honorable than the Star ard Garter; or any other order that can
be conferred upon you at this, or any other time, except it be in
the body of a just and fully constituted lodge; you will carry itto
the Senior Warden in the west, who will teach you how to wear
it as an Entered Apprentice Mason.” The Senior Warden ties
the apron on-and turns up the flap instead of letting it fall down
m front of *the top of the apron. This is the way Entered Ap-
- prentice Masons wear, or ought to wear, their aprops until they
are advanced. The candidate is now conducted to the Master
in the east, who says, ‘Brother, as you are dressed, it is neces-
sary you should have tools to work with; I will how present you
with the working tools of an Entered Apprentice Mason, which
are the twenty-four inch gauge and common gavel; they are thus
explained:—The twenty-four inch gauge is an instrument made
use of by operative Masons to measure and lay out their work,
but we as Free and Accepted Masons, make use of it for the more |
noble and glorious purpose of dividing our time. The twenty-
four inches on the guage, are emblematical of the twenty-four .
hours in the day, which we are taught to divide into three equal
parts, whereby we find eight hours for the service of God, and a
worthy distressed brother; eight hours for our usual vocations;
and eight for refreshment and sleep; the common gavel is an in-
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strument made use of by operative Mason to break off the cor-
ners of rough stones; the better to fit them for the builders use, but
we as Free and Accepted Masons, use it for the more noble and
glorious purpose of divesting our hearts and consciences of all the
vices and superfluities of life, thereby fitting our minds as living
and lively stones, for that spiritual building, titht hbuse not made
with hands, eternal in the Heavens.* I also present you with a

" new name; it is CAUTION, it teaches you as you are barely in-
structed in the rudiments of Masonry, that you should be cautious
over all your words and actions, particularly when before the ene-
mies of Masonry. 1 shall next present you with three precious jew-
els, which are a LISTENING EAR, & SILENT TONGJE, and a FAITH-
FUL HEART.

‘A listening ear teaches you to listen to the ingtructions of the
Worshipful Master; but more especially that you should listen to
the cries of a worthy distressed brother. A silent tongue teaches
you to be silent while in the lodge, that the peace and harmony
thereof may not be disturbed, but more especially, that you should
be silent before the enemies of Masonry, that the craft may not be
brought into disrepute by your imprudence. A faithful heart teach-
es you to he faithful to the instructions of the worshipful Master at
all times, but more especially, that you should be faithful and keep
and conceal the secrets of Masonry, and those of a brother when
given to you in charge as such, that they may remain as secure and
inviolable in your breast as in his own, before communicated to
you. I further present you with check words two; their names are
TRUTH and UNION, and are thus explained. 'Truth is a divine at-
tribute, and the foundation of every virtue; to be good and true, is
the first lesson we are taught in Masonry; on this theme we con-
template, and by its dictates endeavor to regulate our conduct;
hence, while influenced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are
unknown among ys, sincerity and plain dealing distinguish us,-and
the heart and tongue join in promoting each other’s welfare, and
rejoicing in each other’s prosperity.

Union, is that kind of friendship, which ought to appear conspic-
uous in every Mason’s conduct, It is so closely allied to the di-
vine attribute, truth, that he who enjoys the one, is seldom desti-

* Let it no longer be said, that “Masonry is not a religious Institution.”
But while we assert that it inculcates a system of religion, we affirm that it
is not the religion of Jesus. There are in the world many religions, but all
are false save one, and that 1s, of the Bible. Any system which professedly
teaches a way to Heaven, is a aystem of religion: but that which points cut a
path, without a crucified Saviour and the sanctifying influences of the Holy .
Comlforter, is not only false, but in direct hostility, to the true God, and the
souls of men! Such’a religious rystem is that of Masonry.

]
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tute of the other. Should interest, honor, prejudice, or human de-
pravity, ever induce you to violate any part of the sacred trust we
now repose in you, let these two important words, at the earliest in-
sinuation, teach you to put on the check-line of truth, which will in-
fallibly direct you to pursue that straight and narrow path which
ends in the full enjoyment of the grand lodge above; where we
shall all meet as Masons and members in the same family, in peace,
harmony, and love; where all discord on account of politics, reli-
gion, or private opinion shall be unknown, and banished from with-
in our walls. ‘

‘Brother, it has been a custom from time immemorial to demand,
or ask from a newly made brother something of a metalic kind, not
so mauch on account of its intrinsic value, but that it may be depos-
ited in the archives of the lodge, as a memorial that you was here-
in made a Mason;—d small trifle will be sufficient;—any thing of
a metalic kind will do; if you have no money, any thing of a me-
talic nature will be sufficient; even a button will do.” [The can-
didate says he has nothing about him; it is known he has nothing. ]
‘Search yourself,’ the Master replies. He is assisted in search-
. ing, nothing is found; ‘perhaps you can borrow a trifle,’ says the
Master. [ He tries to borrow, none will lend him—he proposes
to go into the other room where his clothes are; he is not permit-
ted.—If a stranger, he is very much embarrassed; Master to can-
didate, ‘Brother, let this ever be a striking lesson to you, and teach
you, if you should ever see a friend, but more especially a brother
in a like pennyless situation, to contribute as liberally to his relief
as his situation may require, and your abilities will admit without
material injury to yourself or family.” Master to Senior Deacen,
‘You will conduct the candidate back from whence he cdme, and
invest him of what he has been divested, and let him return for fur-
ther instruction. A zealous attachment to these principles will
ensure public and private esteem. In the state, you are to be a
quiet and peaceable subject, true to your government and just to
" your couniry; you are not to countenance disloyalty, but faithfully
.submit to legal authority, and conform with cheerfulness to the
government of the country in which you live. In your outward de-
meanor be particularly careful to avoid censure or reproach. Al
though your frequent appearance at our regular meetings is ear-
nestly solicited, yet it is not meant that Masonry should interfere
with your necessary vocations; for these are on no account to be
neglected: neither are you to suffer your zeal for the institution to
Jead yeu into argument with those, who, through ignorance, mey
ridicule it. At your leisure hours, that you may improve in Ma-
sonic knowledge, you are to converse with well informed brethren:

C
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who will be always as ready to give, as you will be to receive in-
formation. Finally, keep sacred and inviolable the mysteries of’
the order, as these are to distinguish you from the rest of the com-
munity, and mark your consequence among Masons. If| in the
circle of your acquaintance, you find a person desirous of "being
initiated into Masonry, be particularly attentive-not to commend
him, unless you are convinced he will. conform to our rules; that
the honor, glory, and reputation of the institution may be ﬁrml?f
established, and the world at large convinced of its good effects.

The work of the evening being over, I will proceed to give a de-
scription of ‘the manner of closing the lodge. It is a very common
practice in Jodges to close a lodge of Entered Apprentices, and
open a lodge of Fellow Crafts, and close that, and open a Master
Mason’s lodge, all in the same evening.

Some brother generally makes a motion that the lodge be clos-
ed; it being seconded and carried:— .

The Master to the Junior Deacon—¢Brother Junior,” [giving
one rap which calls up both Deacons,] ‘the first as well as the last
care of a Mason?” Ans. “To see the lodge tyled, Worshipful.’
‘Master to the Junior Deacon,” ‘Attend to that part of your duty,
and inform the Tyler that we are about ta close this lodge of En-
tered Apprentice Masons, and direct him tyle accordingly.” The
Junior Deacon steps to the door and gives three raps, which are
answeted by the Tyler with three more; the Junior Deacon then
gives one, which is also answered by the Tyler by one. The Jin-
ior Deacon then opens the door, delivers his message, and resumes
his place in the lodge, and says, ‘the door is tyled, Worshipful.’
Master to Junior Deacon, ‘By whom?’ Ans. ‘By a Master ma-
son without the door, armed with the proper implements of his of-
fice.” . Master to Junior Deacon, ‘His business therel’ JAns. ‘To
keep offall cowans and eaves-droppers, and see that none pass or
repass without permission from the cheir.”  Master to Junior Dea-
con, ‘Your place in the lodge, Junior]’ Ans. ‘At the right hand
of the Senior Warden in the west.” Master to Junior Deacon,
‘Your duty therel’ Jns. ‘To wait on the Worshipful Master and
Wardens, act as their proxy in the active duties of the lodge, and
take charge of the door.” Master to the Junior Deacon, ‘The
Senior Deacon’s place in the lodge?” Ans.. ‘At the right hand of
the Worshipful Master in the east.” Master to Senior Deacon,
‘Your duty there, brother Senior? /Ans. “To wait on the Worship-
ful Master and Wardens; act as their proxy in the active duties of
the Jodge; attend to the preparation -and introduction of candi-
dates; receive and clothe all'visiting brethren.” Master to the Sen-
tor Deacon, “The Secretary’s place in the lodge?” Ans. ‘At
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vour left hand, Worshxpful ' Muter to Secretary, ‘Your duty
there, brother Secretaryl’ Jns. ‘Duly to observe the Master’s
will and pleasure; record the proceedings of the lodge; transmit
a copy of the same te the grand lodge, if required; receive all
monies and money bills from the hands of the brethren; pay them
- over to the Treasnrer, and take his receipt for the same.’ aster
to the Secretary, ‘The Treasurer’s place in the lodge?” Jxs. At
the right hand of the Worshipful Master.’” Master to Treasurer,
‘Your business there, brother Treasurer?’ Ans. ‘Duly to observe
the Worshipful Master’s will and pleasure; receive all monies and
mouney bills from the hands of the Secretary; keep a jnst and ac-
curate account of the same; pay them out by order of the Wor-
shipful Master and consent of the brethren.” Master to the
Treasurer, “The Junior Warden’s place in the lodge?” J/ms. “In
the south, Worshipful.” - Master to the Junior Warden, ‘Your
business the:e, brother Jtmior?’ Ans. ‘As the sun in the south,
at high meridian, is the beauty and glory of the day; so stands the
Junior Warden in the south at high twelve, the better to observe
the time; call the crafts from labor to refreshment; suparintend
them during the hours thereof; sea that none convert the purposes
+ of refreshment into that of excess or intemperance; call them on a-
gain in due season; that the Worshipful ter may have honor,
and they pleasure and profit tbaeby The Master to the Junior
‘Warden, [I wish the reader to take particular notice, that in clos-
ing the lodge, the Master asks the Junior Warden as follows:—
“The Master’s place in the lodge?” and in opening he asks the
Senior Warden the same question,] “The Master’s place in the
lodge?” Ans. ‘In the east, Worshipful.” Master to Junior
Warden, ‘His duty there?’ Ans. ¢As the sun rises in the east to
open and adorn the day; so presides the Worshipful Master in the
east, to open and adorn his lodge; set his crafts to work with good
and wholesome laws, or cause the same to be done.” Master to
the Junior Warden, *The Senior Warden’s place in the lodge?’
Ans. ‘In the west, Worshipful.” Master to Senior Warden,
~ “Your business there, Brother Senior!” Ane. ‘As the sun sets in

the west to close the day, so stands the Senior Warden in the west
to assist the Worshipful Master in opening and closing the lodge;
take care of the jewels and implements; see that none be lost; pay
the craft their wages, if any be due; and see that none go away dis-
satisfied.” The Master now gives three raps, when all the breth-
ren rise, and the Master asks, ‘Are you all satisfied”” They an-
swer in the affirmative, by giving the due-guard.

Should the Master discover that declined giving it, inquiry
is immediately made why itis so; and if any member is dissatis
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with any part of the proceedings, or with any brother, the subject is
immediately investigated. Master to the Brethren, ‘Attend to giv-
ing the signs; as I do, so doyou give them downwards;’ [ which is
by giving the last in opening, first in closing. In closing, on this
degree, you first draw your right hand across your throat, as here-
in befare described, and then hold your two hands over each other
as before described. This is the method pursued through all the
degrees; and when opening on any of the upper degrees, all the
signs, of all the preceeding degrees, are given before you give the
signs of the degree on which you are opening.] This being done,
the Master proceeds, ‘I now declere this lodge of Entered Ap-
prentice Masons regularly closed in due and ancient form. Brother
Junior Warden, please inform brother Senior Warden, and request
him to inform the brethren that it is my will and pleasure that this
lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons be now closed, and stand clos-
ed until our next regular communication, unless a case or cases
of emergency shall require earlier convention, of which every mem-
ber shall be notified; during which time it is seriously hoped and
expected that every brother will demean himself as becomes &
Free and Accepted Mason.” Junior Warden to Senior Warden,
‘Brother Senior, it is the Worshipful Master’s will and pleasure
that this lodge of Entered Apprentice Masons be closed, and stand
closed unfil our next regular communication, unless a case or cas-
es of emergency shall require earlier convention, of which every
brother shall be notified; during which time it is seriously hoped
and expected that every brother will demean himself as becemes
a Free and Accepted Mason.” Senior Warden to the brethren,
‘Brethren, you have heard the Worshipful Master’s will and plea-
sure as communicated to me by Brother Junior; so let it be done.’
Master to the Junior Warden, ‘Brother Junior, how do Masons
meet!’ Ans. ‘On the level.” Master to Senior Warden, ‘How
do'Mason’s partl’ Ans. ‘On the square.” Master to the Junior
and Senior Wardens, ‘Since we meet on the level, Brother Junios,
and part on the square, Brother Senior, so let us ever meet and
part in the name of the Lord.” Here follows a prayer, sometimes
used. Master to the Brethren, ‘Brethren, let us pray.’
‘Supreme Architect of the unjverse! accept our humble praises
for the many mercies and blessings which thy bounty bas eonferred
" upon us, and especially for this friendly and social intercourse.—
Pardon, we beseech thee, whatever thou hast seen amiss in us
since we have been together; and continue to us thy presence, pro-
tection, and blessing. Make us sensible of the renewed obliga-
tions we are under to love thee supremely, and to be friendly to each
other. May all our irregular passions be subdued, and may we
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Qaily increase in faith, hope, and cherity; but more especially in
that charity which is the bond of peace, and perfection of every vir-
tue. May we so practice thy precepts, that, through the merits of
the Redeemer, we may finally obtain thy promises, and find an ac-
- ceptance through the gates, and into the temple and city of our
God. Somoteitbe. Amen.'

A Benediction, oftener used at closing, than the preceding Proyer.

"May the blessings of Heaven rest upon us, and all regular Ma-
sons! May brotherly love prevail, and every moral and social vir-
tue cementus. So moteitbe. Amen.

After the prayer the following charge ought to be delivered; but
it is seldom attended to; in a majority of lodges it is never at-
tended to.

Master to' Brethren, ‘Brethren, we are now about to quit this
sacred retreat of friendship and virtue, to mix again with the world.
Amidst its concerns and employments, forget not the duties which
you have heard so frequently inculcated, and so foreibly recom-
mended in this lodge.—Remember that around this altar you have
promised to befriend and relieve every brother who shall need your
assistance. You have promised, in the most friendly manner, to
remind HMim of his errors, and aid a reformation. 'These generous
principles are to extend further: Every human being has a claim
upon your kind offices. Do good unto all. Recommend it more
ssgspecially to the household of the faithful.”  Finally, brethren,
be ye all of one mind, live in peace, and may the God of love and
peace, delight to dwell with and bless you.’ '

In some lodges, after the charge is delivered, the Master says,
¢Brethren, form on the square.” When all the brethren forma
circle, and the Master, followed by every brother, [except in us-
ing the words, ] says, ‘And God said, let there be light, and there
was light” At the same moment that the last of these words drops
from the Master’s lips, every member stamips withhis right foot on
the floor, and at the same instant bring their hands together with
equal force, and i such perfect unison with each other, that per-
sons situated so as to hear it, would suppose it the precursor of
some dreadful catastrophe. This is called *the shock.’

Having describéd all the ceremonies and forms appértaining to
the opening of a lodge of Entered Apprenticé Masons; setting
them to work; initiating a candidate, and closing aledge; T will
row proceed to give the Lecture on this degree. "It is divided
into three sections. 'The lecture is nothing more or less than a
recapitulation of the freceding ceremonies and forms by way of

fuestion and answer, and fully explains the same. Infact, the
: C2
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ceremonies and forms (generally masonically called the work)
and lecture are so much the same that he who possesses a
knowledge of the lectures cannot be destitute of a knowl.edge
of what the ceremonies and forms are.  As the ceremonies used
in opening and closing are the same in all the degrees, it is
thought best to give the whole one insertion; it being the sin-
cere wish of the writer, that every reader should perfectly under-
stand all the formuas of the whole masonic fabric, as he then
will thereby be able to form correct opinions of the propriety or
impropriety, advantages or disadvantages of the same.

First Section of the Lecture on the First Degree of Masonry.

Q. From whence came you as an Entered Apprentice Mason?

A. From the holy lodge of St. John at Jerusalem.

Q. What recommendations do you bring?

A. Recommendations from the Worshipful Master, Wardens
and Brethren of that Right Worshipful lodge, whom gteet you.

Q. What comest thou hither to do?

A. Tolearn to subdue my passions, and improve myself in
the secret arts and mysteries of ancient Free Masonry.

Q. You are a Mason, then, I presume?
A, Tam.

Q. How do you know that you are a Mason?

A. By being often tried, never denied and willing to be tried
again.

w you to be a Mason?
i, and a token.

horizontals, and perpendiculars.
I\

lly and brotherly grip whereby one Mason
the dark as well as in the light. '
i first prepared to be a Masont

:ent to the body of a just and lawfully con-

)repared?

-ed of all metals, nexther naked nor clothed,
od-winked with a Cable Tow* about my
tion I was conducted to the door of the

1-winked how did you know it to be a door”
*Three miles long,
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A. By first meeting with resistance and afierwards gaining
wdmission.

Q. How did you gain admission?

A. By three distinct knocks from without, answered by the
same from within.

Q. What was said to you from within?

A. Who comes there, who comes there, who comes there.
- Q. Your answer!

" A. A poorblind candidate who has long been desirous of hav-
ing and receiving a part of the rights and benefits of this Wor-
shipful lodge dedicated to God, and held forth to the holy order
of St. John as all true fellows and brothers have done, who have

one this way before me.

Q. What further was said to you from within!

A. T was asked if it was of my own free will and accord ]
_made this request; if 1 was duly and truly prepared worthy and
well qualified; all of which being answered in the affirmative, 1
was asked by what further rights I expected to obtain so great a
favor or benefit.

Q. Your answer?

A. By being a man, free born, of lawful age and well recom-
mended.

Q. What was then said to you?

A. Y'was bid to wait till the Worshipful Master in the east was
made acquainted with my request and his answer returned.

Q. After his answer returned what followed?

A. 1 was caused to enter the lodge.

Q. How?

A. On the point of some sharp instrument pressing my naked
left breast in the name of the Lord.

Q. How was you then disposed of?

A. T'was conducted to the centre of the lodge and there caus-
ed to kneel for the benefit of a prayer. [See page 18.]

Q. After prayer what was said to you?

A. I was asked in whom I put my trust.

Q. Your answer?

A. In God.

Q. What followed? )

A. The Worshipful Master took me by thie right hand and said,
since in God you put your trust, arise, follow your leader and fear

no d
mﬁow was you then disposed of?
. ¥was conducted three times regularly around the lodge
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and halted at the Junior Warden in the south, where the same
questions were asked and answers returned as at the door.

Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Senior Warden in
the west, where the same questions were asked and answers re-
turned as before.

Q. How did the Senior Warden dispose of you! '

. A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Worshipful Master
in the east, where the same questions were asked and answers
returned as before, who likewise demanded of me from whence
came and whither I was travelling.

Q. Your answer!

A. From the west and travelling to the east.

Q. Why do you leave the west and travel to the east?

A. In search of light.

Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted back to the west from
whence I came, and put in care of the Senior Warden, who taugit
me how to approach the east, the place of light by advancing
upon one upright regular step to the first step, my feet forming
the right angle of an oblong square, my body erect at the altar
before the Worshipful Master.

Q. What did the Worshipful Master do with you?

A. He made an Entered Apprentice Mason of me.

Q. How?

A. In due form.

Q. What was that due form?

A. My left knee bare bent, my right forming a square; my

left hand supporting the Holy Bible, Square and Compass; I took
i n me the solemn oath or obligation of an Entered Appren-
e Mason. [See page 20.] °
= Q. After you had taken your obligation what was said to you?

5% A 1 was asked what I most desired.

Q. Your answer! A. Light.

Q. Was you immediately brought to light?

A. I'was. Q. How?

A. By the direction of the Master and assistance of the
brethren.

Q. What did you first discover after being brought to light?-
; A. Three great lights in Masonry, by the assistance of three
esser.

Q. What were those three great lights in Masonry?

A. The Holy Bible, Square, and Compase=.

Q. How are they explained?
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A. The Holy Bible is given to us as a guide for our faith and
practice; the Square to square our actions; and the Compass to
keep us in due bounds with all mankind, but more especially
with the brethren. T .

Q. What were those three lesser lightal

A. Three burning tapers, or candles on candle-sticks.

Q. What do they represent?

A. The Sun, Moon, and Master of the lodge.

Q. How are they explained?

A. As the Sun rules the day and the Moon governs the night,
8o ought the Worshipful Master to use his endeavors to rule and
govern his lodge with equal regularity, or cause the same to be
done. ' .

Q. What did you next discover? .

A. The Worshipful Master approaching me from the east, un-
der the sign and due-guard of an Entered Apprentice Mason,
who presented me with his right hand in token of brotherly love
and esteem, and proceeded to give me the grip and word of an
Entered Apprentice Mason, and bid me arise and salute the
Junior and Senior Wardens, and convince them that I had been
regularly initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason, and was in
possession of the sign, grip, and word.

Q. What did you next discover? :

A. The Worshipful Master a second time approaching me from
the east, who presented me with a lambskin or white apron, which
he said was an emblem of innocence, and the badge of a Ma-
son; that it had been worn by kings, princes, and potentates, of’
the earth, who had never been ashamed to wear it; that it °
more honorable than the diadems of kings, or pearls of p:
es, when worthily worn; and more ancient than the
Fleece, or Roman Eagle; more honorable than the
garter, or any other order that could be conferred upon
that time, or any time thereafter, except it be in the bo:
just and lawfully constituted lodge of Masons; and bid m .
it to the Senior Warden in the west, who taught me how to wear
it as an Entered Apprentice Mason.

Q. What was you next presented with?

A. The working tools of an Entered Apprentice Mason.

Q. What were they!

A. The twenty-four inch guage and common gavel.

Q. How were they explained?

A. The twenty-four inch guage is an.instrument made use of
by operative Masons to measure and lay out their work; bnt we
as Free and Accepted Masons are taught to make use of it for
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the more noble and glorious purpose of dividing our time; the
twenty-four inches on the guuge are are emblematical of the
twenty-four hours in the day, which we are taught to divide into
three equal parts, whereby we find eight hours for the service of
God, and a worthy distressed brother; eight hours for our usual .
vocation, and eight hours for refreshment and sleep. The com-
mon gavel is an instrument made use of by operative Masons to
break off the corners of rough stones, the better to fit them for
the builder’s use; but we as freeand Accepted Masons are taught
to make use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose of
divesting our hearts and consciences of all the vices and super-
fluities of life, thereby fitting our minds as lively and living
stones for that spiritual building, that house not made with bands,
cternal in the heavens.

Q. What was you next presented wuh!

A. New name.

Q. What was that! A. Caution.

Q. What does it teach?

A. It teaches me as I was barely instructed in the rudiments
of Masonry, that I should be cautious over all my words and
actions, especially when before its enemies.

Q. What was you next presented with?

A. Three precious jewels.

Q. What were they! ‘

A. A listening ear, a silent tongue and a faithful beart.

Q. What do they teach?

A. A listening ear, teaches me to listen to the instruction of
the Worshipful Master, but more especially that I should listen
to the calls and cries of a worthy distressed brother. A silent
tongue teaches me to be silent in the lodge, that the peace and
rmony thereof may not be disturbed; but more especially that
1 shouldbe silent when before the enemies of Masonry. A faith-
" ful heart, that I should be faithful to the instructions of the Wor-

shipful Master at all times; but more especially that I should be
faithful and keep and conceal the secreta of Masonry, and those
of a brother, when delivered to me in charge as such, that they
may remain as secure and inviolable in my breast, as in his own
before communicated to me.

Q. What was you next presented with?

A. Check-words two.

Q. What were they?

A. Truth and Union.

Q. How explained! :

A. Truthis a divine attribute, and the foundation of every vir-
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tue. To be good and true are the first lessons we are taught in
Masonry. On this theme we contemplate, and by its dictates
endeavor to regulate our conduct: hence, while influenced by this
principle, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown amongst us; sincer-
ity and plain dealing distinguishes us; and the heart amd tongue
join in promoting each others welfare, and rejoicing in each oth.
ers prosperity..

Union is that kind of friendship that ought to appear conspicu-
ous in the conduct of every Mason. Itis so closely allied to
the divine attribute truth, that he who enjoys the one, is seldom
destitute of the other. Sheuld interest, honor, prejudice, or hu-
man depravity ever influence you to violate any part of the sacred
trust we now repose in you, let these two important words, at the
carliest insinuation, teach you to put on the check-line of truth,
which will infallibly direct you to pursue that strait and narrow
path, which ends in the full enjoyment of the grand lodge above,
where we shall all meet as Masons and members of one family;
where all discord on account of religion, politics, or private opin-
ion, shall be unknown and banished from within our walls.

Q. What followed?

A. The Worshipful Master in the east made a demand of me
of something of a metalic kind, which, he said, was not so much
on account of its intrinsic value, as that it might be deposited in
the archives of the lodge, as a memorial that I had therein been
made a Mason.

Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted out of the lodge and in-
vested of what I had been divested, and returned for further in-
structions.

Q- After you returned how was you disposed of ?

A. T was conducted to the north east coner of the lodge,
" and there caused to stand upright like a man, my feet forming a
square, and received a solemn injunction, ever to walk and act
uprightly before God and man, and in addition thereto received
the following charge. (For this charge see page 25.)

SECOND SECTION.

Q. Why was you divested of all metals when you was made a
Mason?

A. Because Masonry regards no man on account of his world-
ly wealth or honors; it is therefore the internal, and not the ex-
ternal qualifications that recommends a man to Masons.

Q. A second reason?

A. There was neither the sound of an axe, hammer, or any
other metal tool heard at the building of king Solomen’s temple-
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Q. How could so stupendous a fabric be erected without the
sound of axe, hammer, or any other metal tool?

A. Al the stones were hewed, squared and numbered in the
quarries where they were raised, all the timbers felled and pre-
pared in ‘the forests of Lebanon, and carried down to Joppa on
floats, and taken from thence up to Jerusalem and set up with wood-
en malls, prepared for that purpose; which, when completed, every
partthereof fitted with that exact nicety, that ithad more the resem-
blance of the handy workmanship of the Supreme Architect of
the universe, than of human hands.

Q. Why wes you neither naked nor clothed ?

A. AsI wes an object of distress at that time, it was to remind
me, if ever I saw a friend, more especially a brother, in a like
distressed situation, that I should contribute as liberally to his re-
lief as his situation required, and my abilities would admrt, with-
out material injury to myself or family.

Q. Why was you neither barefoot nor shod ?

A. It was an ancient Israelitish custom, adopted among Ma-
sons ; and we read in the book of Ruth concerning their mode
and manner of changing and redeeming, and to confirm all things,
a brother plucked of his shoe and gave it to his neighbor, and that
was testimony in Israel.  This then, therefore, we do in confir-
mation of a token, and as a pledge of our fidelity ; thereby signi-
fying that we will renounce our own will in all things, and be-
come obedient to the laws of our ancient institutions.

Q. Why was you hood-winked {

A. That my heart might conceive before my eyes beheld the
beauties of Masonry.

Q. A second reason.

A. As I was in darkness at that time, it was to remind me that
I should keep the whole world so respecting Masonry.

"~ Q. Why had you a Cable-Tow about your neck? -
- A. In case I had not submitted to the manner and mode of
my initiation that I might have been led out of the lodge without
seeing the form and beauties thereof.

Q. Why did you give three distinct knocks at the door?

A. To alarm the lodge, and let the worshipful master, war-
dens and brethren know that a poor blind ca.ndldate prayed ad-
mission.

Q. Whatdo those three distinct knocks allude to?

A. A certain passage in Scripture wherein it says, ¢ ask and it
shall be given, seek and ye shall find, knock and it shall be open-
od unto you.’

Q. How did you apply this to your then case in Masonry?
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A, I asked the recommendations of a friend to become a Ma-
son; I sought admission through his recommendations and knock-
ed, and the door of Masonry opened unto me.

Q. Why was you caused to’ enter on the point of some sharp
instrument pressing your naked left breast in the name of the
Lord? - -

A. As this was a tortare to my flesh, so might the recollection
of it ever be to my flesh and conscience if ever I attempted to
reveal the secrets of Masonry unlawfully.

Q. Why was you conducted to the centre of the lodge and
there caused to kneel for the benefit of a prayer?

A. Before entering on this, or any other great and important
il)nderts.king, it is highly necessary to implore a blessing from

eity.

Q.y Why was you asked in whom you put your trust?

" A. Agreeable to the laws of our ancient institution, no Atheist
could be made a Mason; it was therefore necessary that I should
believe in Deity; otherwise, no oath or obligation could bind me.

Q. Why did the Worshupful Master take you by the right
hand, and bid you rise, follow your leader, and fear no danger?

A. As ] was indarkness at that time and could peither foresee
nor avoid danger, it was to remind me that I was in the hands of’
an affectionate friend, in whose fidelity I might with safety con-
fide.

Q. Why was you conducted three fimes regularly round the
lodge? :

E. That the Worshipful Master, Wardens, and brethren might
see that I was duly and truly prepared.

Q. Why did you meet with those several obstructions on the
way?

K. This, and every other lodge, is, or ought to be, a true rep-
resentation of king Solomon’s temple, which, when completed,
had guards stationed at the east, west and south gates.

Q. Why had they guards stationed at those several gates?

A. To prevent any one from passing or repassing that was not
duly qualified.

Q. Why did you kneel on your left knee and not on your right,
or both?

A. The left side has ever been considered the weakest part of
the -body; it was, therefore, to remind me that that part, I was
then taking upon me, was the weakest part of Masonry, it being

. that only of an Entered Apprentice. - .

Q. Why was your right hand placed on the Holy Bible, Square.

and Compass, and not your left, or both?
D

.
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A. The right hand has ever been considered the seat of fideli-
ty, and our ancient brethren worshipped Deity under the names
of Fipes; which has sometimes been represented by two right
hands joined together; at others, by two human figures holding
each other by the right hand; the right hand, therefore, we use in
this great and important undertaking, to signify, in the strongest
manner possible, the sincerity of our intentions in the business
we are engaged.

Q. Why did the Worshipful Master present you with a lamb-
skin, or a white apron? .

A. The lamb-skin has, in all ages, been deemed an emblem of
innocence; he, therefore, who wears the lamb-skin, as a badge of
a Mason, is thereby continually reminded of that purity of life and
rectitude of conduct, which is so essentially necessary to our gain-
ing admission into the celestial lodge above, where the Suprem
Architect of the universe presides. .

Q. Why did the Master make a demand of you of something
of a metalic nature? o Y

A. As 1 wasina poor and pennyless situation at the time, it
was to remind me if ever I saw a friend, but more especially a
brother, in the like poor and pennyless situation, that I should con-
tribute as liberally to his relief as my abilities would admit and his
situation required, without injuring myself or family. .

Q. Why was you conducted to the northeast corner of the lodge,
and there caused to stand upright, like a man, your feet forming
a square, receiving, at the same time, a solemn charge to walk
and act uprightly before God and man? .

A. The first stone, in every masonic edifice, is, or ought to be,
placed at the northeast corner; that being the place where an En-

tered Apprentice Mason receives his first instructions to build his
future masonic edifice upon. ‘

THIRD SECTION.

Q. We have been saying a good deal about a lodge, I want to
know what constitutes a lodge! ' ‘

A. A certain number of Free and Accepted Masons, duly as-
sembled in a room, or place, with the Holy Bible, Square, and
Compass,-and other masonic implements, with a charter from the
grand lodge empowering them to work.

Q. Where did our ancient brethren meet before lodges were
erected?

A. On the highest hills, and in the lowest vales.
Q. Why on the bighest hills, and in the lowest vales?
A. The better to guard against cowans and enemies, either as-
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cending or descending, that the brethren might have timely notice
of their approach to- prevent being surprised.

Q. What is the form of your lodge?

A. An oblong square.

Q. How long! * A. From east to west. Q. How widc?

A. Between north and 'south.

Q. How high? :

A. From the surface of the earth to the highest heavens.

Q. How deep?

A. From the surface to the centre.

Q. What supports your lodge!

A. Three large columns or pillars.

- Q. What are their names?
- A. Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty.

Q. Whyso? A. Itis necessary there should be wisdom to
contrive, strength tosupport, and beauty to adorn, all great and
important undertakings; but more especially this of ours.

Q. Has your lodge any covering? '

A. It has; a clouded canopy, or starry-decked heaven, where
all good Masons hope to arrive.

. How do you hope to arrive there? -

. By the assistance of Jacob’s ladder.*

. How many principal rounds has it got? A, Three.

What are their names? :

Faith, Hope, and Charity.

What do they teach?

Faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity to all man-

POPOLPO

z.
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. Has your lodge any furniture?
. Ithes; the Holy Bible, Square, and Compass.
. To whom do they belong?
A. The Bible to God; the Square to the Master; and the
Compass to the Craft.
Q. How explained? ‘
A. The Bible to God; it being the inestimable gift of God to
man, for his instruction to guide him through the rugged paths ot
life: the Square to the Master; it being the proper emblem of his
office: the Compass to the Craft; by a due attention to which,

* The ladder which Jacob saw, undoubtedly represented the way of life
and salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” The rounds in that ladder;
the several stops He took in the great work of redemnption. The angels of
God are sent forth, through this medium, to minister uato them who shall be
the heirs of salvation; and not upon the principles of faith, hope, and chazi-
1y, which are graces wrougit in the hearts of christians by the Holy Spint-
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we are taught to limit our desires; curb our ambition; subdue our
irregular appetites; and keep our passions and prejudices in due
beunds with all mankind: but more especially with the brethren.

Q. Has your lodge any ornaments? .

A. Tt has; the Mosaic, or chequered pavement; the indented
tessel; that beautiful tesselated border which swrounds it, with
the blazing star in the centre.

Q. What do they represent?

A. The Mosaic, or chequered pavement, represents this world;
which, though chequered over with good and evil, yet brethren
may walk together thereon and not stumble:—the indented tessel,
with the blazing star in the centre, the manifold blessings and
comforts with which we are surrounded in this life; but more es-
pecially, those which we hope to enjoy hereafter:—the blazing
star, that prudence which ought to appear conspicuous in the con-
duct of every Mason; but more especially, commemorative of
the star which appeared in the east, to guide the wise men to
]éethleheh, to proclaim the birth and the presence of the Son of

od. .

Q. Has your lodge any lights? A. It has; three.

Q. How are they situated? .

A. East, West, and South. .

Q. Hasit none in the North? A. It has not. Q. Why so?

A. Because this, and every other lodgs, is, or ought to be, a
true representation of king Solomon’s temple, which was situat-
ed north of the ecliptic; the sun and meon, therefore, darting their
rays from the south, no light was to be expected from the north;
we, therefore, masonically, term the north a place of darkness.

Q. Has your lodge any jewels?

A. It has;—six: three moveable and three immoveable.

Q. What are the three moveable jewels?

A. The Square, Level, arid Plumb.

Q. What do they teach?

A. The square, morality; the level, equality; and the plumb,
rectitude of life and conduct.

Q. What are the three immoveable jewels?

A. The rough Ashlar, the perfect Ashlar, and the Tressle-
Board.

Q. What are they?

A. The rough ashlar is a stone in its-rough and natural state;
the 'ferfect ashlar is also a stone made ready by the working tools
of the Fellow Craft, to be adjusted in the building; and the tres-
sle-board is for the master workman to draw his plans and designs
upon. -
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Q. What do they represent?

A. The rough ashlar represents man in his rude and imperfect
state by nature; the perfect ashlar also represents man in that
state of perfection to which we all hope to arnive, by means of a
virtuous life and education, our own endeavors and the blessing
of God. In erecting our temporal building, we pursue the plans
and designs laid down by the master workman on his tressle-board;
but, in erecting our spiritual building, we pursue the plans and de-
signs laid down by the Supreme Geometrician of the universe in
the book of life; which we, masonically, term our spiritual tres-
sle-board.

Q. Who did you servel A. My Master.

Q. How long? ) A.» Six days.

Q. What did you serve him with?

A. Freedom, Fervency, and Zeal.

" Q. What do they represent!

A. Chalk, Charcoal, and Earth.

Q. Why so! A. There is nothing freer than chalk; the slight-
est touch of which leaves a trace behind: nothing more fervent
than heated charcoal; it will melt the most obdurate metals: no-
thing more zealous than the earth to bring forth.

Q. How is your lodge situated?! A. Due east and west.

Q. Why so! :

A. Because the sun rises in the east and sets in the west.

Q. A second reason? .

A. The gospel was first preacbed in the east, and is spreading
to the west.

Q. A third reason?

A. The liberal arts and sciences began in the east, and-are ex-
tending to the west.

Q. A fourth reason?

A. Because all the churches and chapels are, or ought to be,
0 situated. , .

Q. Why are all churches and chapels so situated?

A. Because king Solomon’s temple was so situated.

Q. Why was king Solomon’s temple so situated?

A. Because Moses, after conducting the children of Israel
through the Red Sea, by divine command, erected a tabernaele to
God, and placed it due east and west; which was to commemo-
rate, to the latest posterity, that miraculous east wind that wrought
their mighty deliverance; and this was an exact model of Solo-
mon’s temple: since which time, every well regulated and gov-
crned lodge is, or ought to be, so situated.

Q. To whom did our ancient brethren dedicate their lodges?

) D2
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. To king Solomon. Q. Why so?
. Becauss king Solomon was our most aneient Grand Master.
. To whom do modern Masone dedicate their lodges?
. To St. John the Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist.
. Why sol

A. Because they | were the two most ancient chnstm.n patrons
of Magonry; and, since their time, in every well regulated and
governed lodge, there has been a certain point within a circle,
which circle js bounded on the east and the west by two Jye'rpen-
diculer parallel lines, representing the anniversary of St. John the
Baptist, and St. John the Evangelist, who were two perfect par-
allels,.as well in Masonry as christianity; on the vertex of which
rests the book of the holy scriptures, supporting Jacob’s ladder,
which is said to reach to the watery clouds; and, in passing round
this circle, we naturally touch on both these perpendicular paral-
lel lines, as well as the book of the holy scriptures; and while a
Mason keeps himself thus circumscribed, he cannot’ materially

LCFrOoP P

. 'Thus ends the first degree of Masonry; and the reader, whe

has read and paid attention to it, knows more of Masonry than
any Entered Apprentice in Christendom, and more of this degree
than one hundredth part of the Master Masons, or even Royal
Arch Masons; for very few ever attempt to learn the lectures, or
even the obligations: They merely receive the degrees, and there
stop, with the exception of a few who are fascinated with the idea
of holding an office: they sometimes endeavor to qualify them-
selves to discharge the duties which devolve on them in their re-
spective offices. The offices of Secretary and Treasurer, are,
by some, considered the most important in the lodge, particular-
ly where there is much busimess done.

1 will now introduce the reader to the second degree of Mason-
ry. It is generally ealled passing, as will be seen in the lecture.
1 shall omit the ceremonies of opening and closing, as they are
precisely the same as in the first degree; except two knecks are
uséd in this degree, and the door is entered by the benefit of a
pass-word: it is Shiboleth. It will be explajned in the lecture.

The candidate, as before, is taken into the preparation room,
and prepared in the manner following: All his clothing taken off,
except his shirt; furnished with a pair of drawers; his right breast
bare; his left foot in & slipper; the right bare; a cable-tow twice
round his neck; semi-hood-winked; in which situation he is con-
ducted to the door of the lodge, where he gives two knocks, when
the Senior Warden rises and says, ‘Worshipful, while we are
peaceably at work-on the seeond degree of Masonry, under the




,.,. LIGHT ON MASONRY. Rt
influence of faith, hope, and charity, the door of our lodge ix
alarmed.” Master to Junior Deacon, ‘Brother Junior, inquire
the cause of that alarm.” (In many lodges they come to the
door, knock, are answered by the Junior Deacon, and come in
without being noticed by the Senior Warden or Master.) The
Junior Deacon gives two raps on the inside of the door. The
candidate gives one without, it is answered by the Junior Dea-
con with one; when the dooris partly opened by the Junior Dea-
con, who inquires, ‘who comes herel who comes herel’” The
Senior Deacon, who is, or ought to be, the conductor, answers,
‘A worthy brother, who has been regularly initiated as an Enter-
od Apprentice Mason, served a proper time as such, and now
wishes for further light in Masonry, by being passed to ‘the degree
of Fellow Craft.’ Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘Is it ot his
own free will and accord he makes this requestl’. Ans. ‘Itis.’
Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘Is he duly ami truly prepar-
ed?” JAns. ‘Heis.’ Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘Is he
worthy and well qualified?” Jns ‘Heis.’ Junior Deacon to
Senior Deacon, ‘Has he made suitable proficiency in the preced-
ing degree? Jns. ‘He has’  (Very few know any more than
they did the -night they were initiated; have not heard their obli-
gation repeated, nor one section of the lecture; and, in fact, a
very small portion of Masone ever learn either.) Junior Deaeon
to Seuior Deacon, ‘By what further rights does he expect to ob-
tain this benefit?” Jns. By the benefit of & pass-word.” Jun-
ior Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘Has ke a pass-word?” Ans. ‘He
has not, but I have it for kim.” Junior Deacon to Senior Dea-
con, ‘Give it to me?’ The Senior Deacon whispers in the Junior
Deéacon’s ear, ‘Shiboleth.” The Junior Deacon says, ‘The pass
is right; since this is the case, you will wait until the Worship-
ful Master in the east is made acquainted with his request, and
his answer returned” The Junior Deacon then repairs to the
Master, and gives two knocks, as at the door, which are answer-
ed by two by the Master; when the same questions are asked,
and answers returned, as at the door. After which, the Master
says, ‘Since he comes endued with all these necessary qualifica-
tions, let him enter this worshipful lodge in the name of the Lord,
and take heed on what he enters.” He enters; the angle of the
square is pressed hard against his naked right breast; at which

time, the Junior Deacon says, ‘Brother, when you entered this
\Todge the first time, you entered on the point of the compass
pressing your naked left breast, which was then explained to you.
You now enter it on the angle of the square, pressing your naked
right breast; which is to teach you to act upon the square'™ vith all



44 LIGHT ON MASONRY.

mankind, but more especially with the brethren.’ The candidate
is then conducted twice regularly round the lodge, and halted at
the Junior Warden in the south, where he gives two raps, and is
_ answered by two, when the same questions are asked, and an-
swers returned as at the door; from thence he is conducted to the
Senior Warden, where the same questions are asked and answers
returned, as before; he is then conducted to the Master in the
east, where the same questions are asked and answers returned,
as before; the Master likewise demands of him, from whence he
came, and whither he was travelling; he answers, ‘From the west,
and travelling to the east.” The Master says, ‘Why do you leave
* the west, aud travel to the east?” .ns ‘In search of more light.’
"The Master then says to the Senior Deacon, ‘Since this is the case,
you will please conduct the candidate back to the west, from
whence he came, and put him in the care of the Senior Warden,
who will teachdiim how to approach the east, ‘the place of light,”
by advancing upon two upright regular steps to the second step,
(bis heel is in the hollow of the right foot, on this degree;) his feet
forming the right angle of an oblong square, and his body erect at
the altar before the Worshipful Master, and place him in a proper
position to take the solemn oath, or obligation of a Fellow Craft
Mason.” The Master then leaves his seat, and aPpro&ches the
kneeling candidate, (the candidate kneels on the nght knee; the
left forming a square; his left arm, as far as the elbow, in a hori-
zontal position, and the rest of the arm in a vertical position, so
as to form a square; his arm supported by the square held under
His elbow:) and says, ‘Brother, you are now placed in a proper
position to take on you the solemn oath, or obligation, of a Fellow
Craft Mason, which I assure you, as before, is neither to affect
your religion nor politics; if you are willing to take it, repeat your
name, and say after me:'— .

‘I, A B, of my own free will and accord, in the presence of -
Almighty God, and this Worshipful Lodge of Fellow Craft Ma-
sons, dedicated to God, and held forth to the holy order of St.
John, do hereby and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely promise
and swear, in addition to my former obligation, that I will not give
the degree of a Fellow Craft Mason to any one of an inferior de-
gree, nor to any other being in the known world, except it be to 2
true and lawful brother, or brethren Fellow Craft Masons, or with-
in the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such; and
not unto him nor unto them whom I shall hear so to be, but unto-
him and them only whom I shall find so to be, after strict trial and
due examination, or lawful information. Furthermore, do I pro-
misc and swear, that I will not wrong this lodge, nor a brother of
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this degree, to the value of two cents, knowiagly, myself, nor suf-
fer it to be done by others, if in my power to prevent it. Fur-
thermore, do I promise and swear, that I will suppert the consti-
tution of the Grand Lodge of the United States, and of the Grand
Lodge of this state, under which this lodge is held, and confomn
to all the bye-laws, rules, and regulations of this, or any other
lodge, of which I may, at any time hereafter, become a member,
as far as in my power. Furthermore, do I promise and swear,
that I will obey all regular signs and summons, given, handed,
sent, or thrown to me by the hand of & brother Fellow Craft Ma-
son, or from the body of a just and lawfully eonstituted lodge of
such; provided it be within' the length of my cable-tow, or square
and angle of my work. Furthermore, do I promise and swear,
- that I will be aiding and assisting all poor and pennyless brethren
Fellow Crafis, their widows and orphans, wheresoever disposed
round the globe, they applying to me as such, as far as in my pow-
er, without injuring myself or family.- To all ‘which I do most
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, without the least hesi-
tation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of mind in me whatev-
er; binding myself under no less penalty than to have my left
breast tomn open, and my heart and vitals taken from thence, and
thrown over my left shoulder, and carried into the valley of Jeho-
saphat, there to become a prey to the wild beasts of the field, and
vultures of the air, if ever 1 should prove wilfully guilty of violat-
. ing any part of this my solemn oath or obligation ef a Fellow
Craft Mason; so keep me God, and keep me steadfast in the duc
performance of the same.’ ‘Detach your hands, and kiss the book,
which is the Holy Bible, twice.” The bandage is now (by one of
the brethren) dropped over the other eye, and the Master says,
‘Brother, (at the same time laying his hand on the top of the can-
didate’s head,) what do you most desire?” The candidate answers
after his prompter, ‘more light.” The Master says, ‘Brethren,
form on the square, and assist in bringing our iew made brother
from darkness to light; and God said, let there be light, and therc
was light.” At this instant al] the brethren clap their hands, and
stamp on the floor, as in the preceding degree. 'The Master says
to the candidate, ‘Brother, what do you discover different from
before?” The Master says, after a short pause, ‘You now dis-
cover one point of the compass elevated above the square, which
denotes light in this degree; but as ome is yet in obscurity, itis to
remind you that you are yet one meterial point in the dark, re-
specting Masonry.” The Master steps off from the candidate
three or four steps, and says, ‘Brother, you now discover me as 2
Master of this lodze, approaching you from the east, under the sigh



" S —

———

L

46 : LIGHT ON MASONRY. 4

and due-guard of a Fellow Craft Mason; do as I do, as near as
you can, keeping your position.” The sign is given by drawing
your right hand flat, with the palm of it next to your breast, across
your breast, from the left to the right side, with some quickness,
and dropping it down by your side; the due-guard is given by rais-
ing the left arm until that part of it between the elbow and shoul-
der is perfectly horizontal, and raising the rest of the arm in a ver-
tical position, so that that part of the arm below the elbow, and that
part above it, forms a square: this is called the due-guard of a -
Fellow Craft Mason. 'The two given together, are called the sign
and due-guard of a Fellow Uraft Mason, and they are never given
separately; they would not be reeognised by a Mason, if given
separately. The Master, by the time he gives his steps, sign, and
due-guard, arrives at the candidate and says, ‘Brother, I now pre-
sent you with my right hand in token of brothexly-love and confi-
dence, and with it the pass-grip and word of a Fellow Craft Ma-
sow.” The pass, br more properly the pass-grip, is given by tak-
ing each other by the right hand, as though going to shake hands,
and each putting his thumb between the fore and second finger,
where they join the hand, and pressing the thumb between the

joints. This is the pass-grip of a Fellow Craft Mason; the name

of it 1s Shiboleth. Its ongin will be explained in the lecture—the
pass-grip some give without lettering or syllabling, and others give
it in the same way they do the real grip. The real grip of a Fel-
low Craft Mason is given, by putting the thumb on the joint of the
second finger, where it joins the hand, and crooking your thumb
so that each can stick the nail of his thumb into the joint of the
other. This is the reel grip of a Fellow Craft Mason; the name of
it is Jachsn; it is given in the following manner: If you wish to
examine a person, after having taken each other by the grip, ask’
him, ‘What is this?’ 4. ‘A grip.” Q. ‘A grip of what’ .
“The grip of a Fellow Craft Mason.” @. ‘Has it a name?’ A.
‘Ithas.” €. ‘Will you give it to me? A. ‘I did not so receive
it, neither can I so impart it” Q. ‘What will you do with it
A, ‘Tl letter it or halve it.” . ‘Halve it, and you beginl’ 4.
‘No; begin you” Q. ‘Youbegin?’ 4. J A Q. ‘CHIN?
A. JJACHIN. Q. ‘Right, brother Jachin, I greet you.’

After the Master gives the candidate the pass-grip and grip, and
their names, he says, ‘Brother, you will rise and salute the Junior
and Senior Wardens as such, and convince them that you have
been regularly passed to the degree of a Fellow Uraft Mason, and
have got the sign and pass-grip, real grip, and their names,” [I
do not here express it as expressed in lodges generally; the Mas-
ter generally says, ‘you will arise and salute the Wardens, &c. °
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and convince them, &c. that you have got the sign, pass-grip, and '
word.” It is obviously wrong; because the first thing he gives is
the sign, then the due-guard, then the pass-grip, and their names. ]
While the Wardens are examining the candidate, the Master gets
an apron .and returns to the candidate, and says, ‘Brother, I now
have the honor of presenting you with a lamb-skin, or white apron,
as before, which I hope you will continue to wear with honor to
yourself, and satisfaction to the brethren; you will please carry it
to the Senior Warden in the west, who will teach you how to wear
itas a Fellow Craft Mason.” The Senior Warden ties on his
apron, and turns up one corner of the lower end of the apron, and
tucks it under the apron string. The Senior Deacon then con.
ducts his pupil to the Master, who bas, by this time, resumed his
seatin the east, where he has, or ought o have, the floor carpet
to assist him in his explanations. Master to the candidate, ‘Bro-
ther, as you are dressed, it is necessary you should have tools to
work with; T will, therefore, present you with the tools of a Fellow
Craft Mason. They are the plumb, square, and level. The
plumb is an instrument made use of by operative Masons to raise
perpendiculars; the square, to square their work; and the level,
to lay horizontals: but we, as Free and Accepted Masons, are
taught to use them for more noble and glorious purposes; the
plumb teaches us to walk uprightly, in our several stations, before
God and man; squaring our actions by the square of virtue; and
remembering that we are travelling on the level of time to that un-
discovered country, ‘from whose bourne no traveller has returned.’
1 further present you with thrae precious jewels; their names are
faith, hope, and charity; they teach us to have faith in God, hope
in immortality, and charity to all mankind” The Master to the
Senior Deacon, ‘You will now conduct the candidate out of this
lodge, and invest him with what he has been divested.” After he
is clothed, and the necessary arrangements made for his recep-
tion, such as placing the columns and floor carpet, if they have
any, and the candidate is reconducted back to the lodge, as he en-
ters the door, the Senior Deacon observes, ‘we are now about to
return to the middle chamber of king Solomon’s temple.” When
within the door, the Senior Deacon proceeds; ‘Brother, we have
worked in speculative Masonry, but our forefathers wrought both
in speculative and operative Masonry. They worked at the build-
ing of king Solomon’s temple, and many other masonic edifices;
they wrought six days; they did not work on the seventh, because
in six days God created the heavens and the earth, and rested on
the seventh day. The seventh, therefore, our ancient brethren
consecrated as a day of rest;, thereby enjoying more frequent 0P~
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ities to contemplate the glorious works of creation, and to
adore their great Creator.” Moving a step or two, the Senior
Deacon proceeds: ‘Brother, the first thing that attracts our atten-
tion, are two large colums, or pillars, one on the left hand, and
the other on the right; the name of the one on the left hand is Bo-
az, and denotes strength; the name of the one on the right hand
is Jachin, and denotes establishment; they collectively allude to
a passage in scripture, wherein God has declared in his word, ‘In "
strength shall this house be established.” These columns are
eighteen cubits high, twelve in circumference, and four in diame-
ter; they are adorned with two large chapiters, one on each, and
these chapiters are ornamented with net work, lily work, and
pomegranates; they denote unity, peace, and plenty. The net
work, from its connexion, denotes union; the lily work, from its
whiteness, purity and peace; and the pomegranates, from the
exuberance of its seed, denotes plenty. They also have two
large globes, or balls, one on each; these globes, or balls, con-
tain, on their convex surfaces, all the maps and charts of the ce-
lestial and terrestrial bodies: they are said to be thus. extensive,
to denote the universality of Masonry, and that a Mason’s chari-
ty ought to be equally extensive. Their composition is molten,
or cast brass; they were cast on the banks of the river Jordan, in
the clay-ground between Succoth and Zaradatha, where king So-
lomon ordered these and all other holy vessels to be cast; they
were cast hollow; and were four inches, or a hand’s breadth thick;
they were cast hollow, the better to withstand inundations and
conflagrations; they were the archives of Masonry, and contained
the constitution, rolls, and records.” The Senior Deacon having
explained the columns, he passes between them, advances a step
or two, observing as he advances, ‘Brother, we will pursue our
travels; the next thing that we come to is, a long, winding stair
case, with three, five, seven steps, or more. The three first al-
lude to the three principal supports in Masonry, viz: wisdom,
strength, and beauty; the five steps allude-to the five orders in
architecture, and the five human senses; the five orders in archi- .
tecture are, the Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Coninthien, and Compo-
site; the five human senses are, hearing, seeing, feeling, smelling,
and tasting; the three first of which, have ever been highly essen-
tial among Masons: hearing, to hear the word, seeing, to see the
sign, and feeling, to feel the grip, whereby one Mason may know
another in the dark as well asin the light. The seven steps al-
lude to the seven sabbatical years; seven years of famine; seven
years in building the temple; seven golden candlesticks; seven
wonders of the world; seven planets; but, more especially, the
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several liberal arts and sciences, which are grammar, rhetoric.
logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy; for this, and
many other reasons, the number seven has ever been held in high
cstimation among Masons.” Advancing a few steps, the Senior
Deacon proceeds; ‘Brother, the next thing we cqme to, is the
outer door of the middle chamber of king Solomon’s temple,
which is partly open, but closely tyled by the Junior Warden.”
[It is the Junior Warden in the south who represents the Tyler,
at the outer door of the middle chamber of king Solomon’s tem-
ple;] who, on the approach of the Senior Deacon and candidate,
inquires, ‘who comes here! who comes here? The Senior Dea-
con answers, ‘A" Fellow Craft Mason.” Junior Warden to Sen.
ior Deacon, ‘How do you expect to gain admission?’ Ans. By
a pass, and token of a pass.’ Junior Warden to Senior Dea-
con, ‘Will you give them to me?’ [The Senior Deacon, or the
candidate, (prompted by him,) gives them; this and many other
tokens, or grips, are frequently given by strangers, when first in-
troduced to each other. If given to a Mason, he will immediate-
ly return it; they can be given in any company unchserved, even
by Masons, when shaking hands. "4 pass, and token of a pass:
the pass is the word Shibboleth; the token, alias, the pass-grip, is
given, as before described, by taking each other by the right
hand, as if shaking hands, and placing the thumb between the
fore finger and second finger, at the third Joint, or where they
join the hand, and ‘pressing it hard enough to attract attention.
In the lecture it is called a token, but generally called the pass-
grip. It is an undeniable fact that Masons express themselves
so differently, when they mean the same thing, that they frequent-
1y wholly misunderstand each other.

After the Junior Warden has received the pass Shibboleth, he
inquires, ‘What does it denote?” .Ans. ‘Plenty.” Junior War-
den to Senior Deacon, ‘Why sot” Ans. From an ear of corn
being placed at the water-ford.” Junior Warden to Senior Dea-
con, ‘Why was this pass instituted” JAns, ‘In consequence of
a quarrel which had long existed between Jephthah, Judge of Is-
rael, and the Ephraimites# the latter of whom had long been ¢
stubborn, rebellious people, whom Jephthah had endeavored to
subdue by lenient measures, but to no effect. The Epbraimites
being highly incensed against Jephthah, for not being called to

t and share in the rich spoils of the Ammonitish war, assem-
bled a mighty army, and passed over the river Jordan to give
Jephthah battle; but he, being apprised of their approach, called
together the men of Israel, and gave them battle, and put them
to flight; and to make his victory more complete, he ordered
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guards to be placed at the different passes on the banks of the
fiver Jordan, and commanded, if the Ephraimites passed that
way, that they should pronounce the word Shibboleth; but they,
being of a different tribe, pronounced it Sibboleth; which trifling
defect proved them spies, and cost them their lives: and therc
fell that day, at the different passes on the banks of the river Jor-
dan, forty and two thousand. This word was also used by our
ancient brethren to distinguish a friend from a foe, and has since
been adopted as a proper pass-word, to be given before entering
any well regulated and governed lodge of Fellow Craft Masons.
Since this is the case, you will pass on to the Senior Warden in
the west for further examination.” As they approach the Senior
Warden in the west, the Senior Deacon says to the candidate,
- «Brother, the next thing we come to, is the inner door of the mid-
dle chamber of king Solomou’s temple, which we find partly open,
but more closely tyled by the Senior Warden;> when the Scnior
Warden inquires, ‘Who comes here! who comes here?” The
Senior Deacon answers, ‘A Fellow Craft Mason.” Senior Wat-
den to Senior Deacon, ‘How do you expect to gain admission?’
Ans. By the grip and word.” The Senior Warden to the Sen-
jor Deacon, ‘Will you give them to me?’ They are then given
as herein before described. The word is Jachin. After they
are given, the Senior Warden says, ‘They are right; you can
pass on to the Worshipful Master in the east.” As they approach
the Master, he inquires, ‘Who comes herel who comes here?
Senior Deacon answers, ‘A Fellow Craft Mason.” The Master
then says to the candidate, ‘Brother, you have been admitted in-
to the middle chamber of king Solomon’s temple, for the sake of
the letter G. It denotes Deity; before whom we all onght to
bow with reverence, worship, and adoration. It also denotes ge-
ometry, the fifth scignce; it being that on which this degree was
principally founded. By geometry, we may curiously trace na-
ture through her various windings to her most concealed recess-
es: by it, we may discover the power, the wisdom, and the good-
ness of the grand Artificer of the uniyerse, and view with delight
the proportions which connect this vast machine: by it, we may
discovei how the planets move in their different orbits, and de-
monstrate their various revolutions: by it, we account for the re-
turn of & season, and the variety of scenes which each season dis-
plays to the discerning eye. Numberless worlds surround us;
all formed by the same Divine Architect, which roll through this
vast expanse, and all conducted by the same unerring law of na-
ture. A survey ‘of nature, and the observations of her beautiful
propottions, first determined man to imitate the divine plan, and
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study symmetry and order. 'The architect began to design; and
the plans which he laid down, heing improved by experience and
time, have produced works which are the admiration of every age.
The lapse of time, the ruthless hand of ignorance, and the devas-
tations of war, have laid waste and destroyed many valuable men-
uments of antiquity, on which the utmost exertions of human gen-
ius bave been employed. Even the temple of Solomen, so spa-
cious and magnificent, and constructed by so many celebrated
artists, escaped not the unsparing ravages of barbarous force.
The atieniive ear received the sound from the instructive longue;
and the mysteries of Free Masonry are safely lodged in the re-
pository of faithful breasts. Tools and implements of architec-
ture; and symbolic emblems, most expressive, are selected by
the frateruity, to imprint on the mind wise and serious truths; and
thus, through a succession of ages, are transmitted, unimpaired,
the most excellent tenets of our institution.” Here ends the work
part of the Fellow Craft’s degree. It will be observed that the
candidate has received, in this place, the second section of the
lecture on this degree. This cowrse is not generally pursued,
but it i8 much the most instructive method; and when it is omit-
ted, I generally eonclude that it is for want of & knowledge of the
lecture. Monitorial writers, (whe are by no means coeval with
Masonry,) all write, or copy, very much after each other; and
they bave all inserted, in their books, all these clauses of the
several lectures which are not considered by the wise ones as
tending to develope the secrets of Masonry. In some instances,
they change the phraseology a little; in others, they are literal
extracts from_the lectures. ‘This, it is said, is done to facilitate
the progress of learners, or young Masons; when, in fact, it has
the contrary effect.  All lecture teachers, (and there are many
travelling about the country, with recommendations from some
of their distinguished brethren;) when they come to any of those
clauses, will say to their pupils, ‘I have not committed that; it is
in the Monitor; you can learn it at your leisure.’ 'This course of
procedure subjects the learner to the necessity of making his own
questions, and, of course, answering monitorially, whether the
extracts from the lectures are literal or not. Again, there is not
a perfect sameness in all the Monitors, or they could not all get
copy rights; hence the great diversity in the lectures as well as
the work. The following charge is, or ought to be, delivered to
the candidate after he has got through the ceremonies; but he is
generally told, ‘It is in the Monitor, and you can learn it at your
Yeisure,” ‘Brother, being advanced to the second degree.of Ma-
<onrv, we congratulnte you on your preferment. The internal,
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and not the external, qualifications of a man, are what Masoary
regards. As you increase in knowledge, you will improve in so-
cial intercourse. It is unnecessary to recapitulate the duties
which, as a Mason, you are bound to discharge; or enlarge on
the necessity of a strict adherence to them, as your own experi-
cnce must have established their value. Our laws and reguin-
tions you are strenuously to support; and be always ready to as-
sist in seeing them duly executed. You are not to palkate or
aggravate the offences of your brethren; but in the decision of
cvery trespass against our rules, you are to judge with candor,
admonish with friendship, and reprehend with justice. The stu-
dy of the liberal arts, that valuable branch of education, which
tends so effectually to polish and adorn the mind, is earnestly
recommended to your consideration; especially, the science of
geometry, which is established as the basis of our art. Geome-
try, or Masonry, originally synonymous terms, being of a divine
moral nature, is enriched with the most useful knowledge; while
it proves the wonderful properties of nature, it demonstrates the
more mmportant truths of morality. Your past bebaviour and
regular deportment, have merited the honor which we have now
conferred; and, in your new character, it is expected that you
will conform to the principles of the order, by steadily persever-
ing in the practice of every commendable virtue. Such is the
nature of your engagements as a Fellow Craft, and to these du-
ties you are bound by the most sacred ties.’

I will now proceed with the lecture on this degree; it is divid-
ed into two sections,

SECTION FIRST.

Q. Are you a Fellow Craft Mason?

A. T am—try me.

Q. By what will you be tried? A. By the Square.
Q. Why by the Square? .

A. Because it is an emblem of virtue.

Q. What is a Square!?

A. An angle extending to ninety degrees, or the fourth part of’

a circle.
Q. Where were you prepared to be made a Fellow Craft Mason?
A. In a room adjacent to the body of a just and lawfully con-

stituted lodge of such, duly assembled in a room, or place, repre-

senting the middle chamber of king Solomon’s temple.

Q. How were you prepared?

A. By being divested of all metals: neither naked nor clothed-
barefooted nor shod; hood-winked; with a cable-tow twice round
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wmy neck; in which situation I was conducted to the deor of the
lodge, where I gave two distinct knocks.

Q. What did those two distinct knocks allude to? i

A. The second degree in Masonry; it being that on which 1
was gbout to enter.

Q- What was said to you from within?

A. Who comes there, who comes there.

Q- Your answer?

A. A worthy brother, who has been regularly initiated as an
Entered Apprentice Mason; served a proper time as such; and
now wishes for further light in Masonry, by being passed to the
degree of a Fellow Craft.

Q. What was then said to you from within?

A. T was asked if it was of my own free will and accord 1
made this request; if [ was duly and truly prepared; worthy and
well qualified; and had made suitable proficiency in the preced-
ing degree: all of which being answered in the affirmative, 1
was asked, by what further rights I expected to obtain so great
a benefit.

Q. Your answer?

A. By the benefit of a pass-word.

Q. What is that pass-word? A. Shibboleth.

Q. What further was said to you from within?

A. I'was bid to wait till the Worshipful Master in the eastwax
made acquainted with my request, and his answer returned.

Q. After his answer was returned, what followed?

" A. T was caused to enter the lodge.

Q. How did you enter?

A. Onthe angle of the square presented to my naked right
breast, in the name of the Lord.

Q. How were you then disposed of 1 .

A. 1 was conducted twice regularly round the lodge and halt-
ed at the Junior Warden in the south, where the same questions
were agked and answers returned, as at the door.

Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the "Senior Warden in
the west, where the same questions were asked and answers re-
turned, as before.

Q. How did the Senior Warden dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be condueted to the Worshipful Master
in the east, where the same questions were asked and answers
returned, as before; who likewise demanded of me from whence
X came, and whither I was travelling.

Q. Your answer?

E2
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A. From the west, and travelling to the east.

Q. Why do you leave the west, and travel to the esst!

A. In search of more light.

Q. How did the Worshipful Master then dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted back to the west, from
whence I came, and put in care of the Senior Warden, who taught
me how to approach the east, by advaneing upon two upright
regular steps to the second step, my feet forming the right angle
of an oblong square, and my bedy erect at the altar before the
Worshipful Master.

Q. What did the Worshipful Master do with you?

A. He made a Fellow Craft Mason of me:

Q. How! A. Indue form.

Q. What was that due form!?

A. My right knee bare bent; my left knee forming a square;
my right hand on the Holy Bible, Square, and Compass; my left
arm forming an angle, supported by the square, and my hand in
a vertical position: in which posture I took upon me the solemn
oath, or obligation, of a Fellow Craft Mason. [See page 44 for
vbligation. ]

Q. After your oath, or obligation, what was said to you?

A. I was asked whatl most desired.

Q. Your answer! A. More light.

Q. On being brought to light, what did you discdver different
from before!

A. One point of thecompass elevated above the square, which
denoted light in this degree; but as one point was yet in obscuri-
ty, it was to remind me that I was yet one material point in the
dark, respecting Masonry.

Q. What did you next discover?

A. The Worshipful Master approaching me from the east, un-
der the sign and due-guard of a Fellow Craft Mason, who pre-
sented me with his right hand in token' of brotherly love and con-
fidence; and proceeded to give me the pass-grip and word of a
Fellow Craft Mason, and bid me rise and salute the Junior and
Senior Wardens, and convince them that I had been regularly
passed to the degree of a Fellow Craft, and bad the sign, grip, and
word, of a Fellow Craft Mason.

Q ‘What next did you discover?

. 'The Worshipful Master approaching me a second time from
1he east, who presented me a lamb-skin, or white apron; which,
he said, he hoped I would contimue to wear with honor te myselt
and satisfaction and advantage to my brethren.

Q. What was you next presented with?
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A, The working tools of a Fellow Craft Mason.

Q. What are they?

A. The Plumb, Square, and Level.

Q- What do they teach? [I think this question ought to be,
‘How explained?’]

A. The plumb is an instrument made use of by operative Ma-
sons to raise perpendiculars; the square, to square the work; and
the level, to lay horizontals: but we, as Free and Accepted Ma-
sons, are taught to make use of them for more noble and glorious
purposes. The plumb admonishes us to walk uprightly, in our
several stations, before God and man; squaring our actions by
the square of virtue; and remembering that we are all travelling,
upon the level of time, to that undiscovered country, from whose
bourne no traveller returns. -

Q. What was you next presented with?

. Three precious jewels.

. What were they? :

. Faith, Hope, and Charity.

. What do they teach?

Faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity to all man-
ki

ORPoror

. How was you then disposed of’?
. I was conducted out of the lodge, and invested of what |
had been divested.

SECTION SECOND.

Q. Have you ever worked as a Fellow Craft Mason? .

A. T have, in speculative; but our forefathers wrought both in
speculative and operative Masonry.

Q. Where did they work?

A. At the building of king Solomon’s temple, and many other
nasonic edifices.

Q. How long did they work? A. Six days.

Q. Did they not work on the seventh?

A. They did not.

Q. Why so?  A. Because, in six days God created the heav-.
ens and the earth, and rested on the seventh day; the seventh day,
therefore, our ancient brethren consecrated as a day of rest from
their labors; thereby enjoying more frequent oppertunities to con-
ternplate the glorious works of creation, and adore their great
Creator. )

Q. Did you ever return to the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of
holies,loé'l king Solemon’s temple?

A. Idid,

o
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Q. By what way?

A. Through a long porch, or alley.

Q. Did any t.hmg particular strike your attention on your re-
turn?

A. There did; viz:—two large columns, or pillars, one on the
left hand, and the other on the nght.

Q. What was the name of the one on the left hand?

A. Boaz, to denote strength.

Q. What was the name of the one on the right hand!

A. Jachin, denoting establishment.

Q. What do they collectively allude to!

A. A passage in scripture, wherein God has declared in his
word, ‘In strength shall this house be established.’

Q. What were their dimensions?

A. Eighteen cubits in height, twelve in circumference, and
four in diameter.

Q. Were they adorned with any thing?

A. They were; with two large chapiters, one on each.

Q. Were they ornamented with any thing?

A. They were; with wreaths of net work, lily work, and pome-
granates.

Q. What do they denote!

A. Unity, Peace, and Plenty.

Q. Whyso! A. Network, from its connexion, denotes un-
ion; lily work, from its whiteness and purity, denotes peace; and
pomegranates, from the exuberance of its seed, denotes plenty.

Q. Were those columns adorned with any thing farther?

A. They were; viz:—two large globes, or balls, one on each.

Q. Did they contain any thing?

A. They did; viz:—all the maps and charts of the celestial
and terrestrial bodies.

Q. Why are they said to be so extensive?

A. To denote the universality of Masonry, and that @ Mason’s
charity ought to be equally extensive.

Q. What was their composition?

A. Molten, or cast brass.

Q. Who cast them?

A. Our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff.

Q. Where were they cast? :

A. On the banks of the river Jordan, in the clay ground between
Succoth and Zaradatha, where king Solomon ordered these, and
all other holy vessels to be cast.

Q. Were they cast solid or bollow? A, Hollow.

Q. What was their thickness?
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A. Four inches, or a hand’s breadth.

Q. Why were they cast hollow!

A. The better to withstand inundations & conflagrations; werc
the archives of Masonry, and contained the constitution, rolls,
and records. :

Q. What did you next come to?

A. A long, winding stair case, with three, five, sevea ateps, or
more.

Q. What do the three steps aliude to}

A. The three principal supports in Masonry; viz:—wisdom,
strength, and beauty. - '

Q. What do the five steps allude to?

A. The five orders in architecture, and the five human senses.

Q. What are the five orders in architectare!

A. The Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite.

Q. What are the five human senses!?

A. Hearing, seeing, feeling, smelling, and tasting; the first
three of which bave ever been deemed highly essential among
Masons; hearing, to hear the word, seeing, to see the sign, and
feeling, to feel the grip, whereby one Mason may know another
in the dark as well as in the light.

Q. What do the seven steps allude to?

A. The seven sabbatical years; seven years of famine; seven
years in building the temple; seven' golden candlesticks; seven
wonders of the world; seven plavets; but more espeeially, the
seven liberal arts and sciences; which are, grammar, rhetoric,
logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy. For these,
and many other reasons, the number seven has ever been held in
high estimation among Masons.

Q. Whatdid you next come to!

A. The outer door of the middle chamber of king Solomon’~
temple, which I found partly open, but closely tyled by the Jun-
ior Warden.

. How did you gain admission?

By a pass, and token of a pass.

. What was the name of the pass! A. Shsbboleth.

. What does it denote! A. Plenty.

. Why so! »

From an ear of corn being placed at the water-ford.
. Why was this pass instituted?

A. In consequence of a quarrel which had long existed be-
tween Jephthah, Judge of Israel, and the Ephraimites; the latter -
of whom had long been a stubborn, rebellious people, whom Jeph-
thah had endeavored to subdue by lenient memsures, but to ™"

OProOOrO
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effect. The Ephraimites, being highly incensed agninst Jeph-
thah for not being called to fight and share in the rich spails ofthe
Ammonitish war, assembled a mighty army, and passed over-the |
river Jordan to give Jephthah battle; hut he, being apprised of
their approach, called together the men of Israel, and gave them
battle, and put them to flight; and, to make his victory more com-
plete, be ordered guards to be placed at the diffsrent passes on
the banks of the river Jordan, and commanded, if the Ephraim-
ites passed that way, that they should pranewnce the word Shibbo-
leth; but they, beiug of a different tribe, pranonnced it Sibboleth;
which trifling defect proved them spies, and cost them their lives:
and there fell that day, at the different passes on the banks of the
river Jordan, forty and two thousand. This word was also used
by our ancient brethren to distinguish a friend from e foe, and
has since been adopted as a praper pass-word, to be glven be-
fore entering any well regulated and governed lodge of Fellow
Craft Masons.

Q. What did you next discover! '

A. The inner door of the middle chamber of king Solomoan’s
temple, which I found partly open, but closely tyled by the Sen-
ior Warden.

Q. How did you gain admissionl

A. By the grip and word.

Q. How did the Sepior Warden dispase of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Worshipful Master
in the east, who informed me that I bad been admitted into the
mndg}le chamber of king Solomon’s temple for the sake of the let~°
ter

Q. Does it denote any thing?

A. It does; Deirv:—before whom we should all bear with rev-
crence, worship, and adoration. It also demotes geometry, the
fifth science; it being that on which this degree was pn.nmpall3
founded.

Thus ends the second degrose of Masonry

THE THIRD, OR MASTER MASON’S DEGREE.

The traditional account of the death, several burials, and re-
surrection of Hiram Abiff, the widow’s son, (as hereafter narrat-
ed,) admitted as facts, this degree is certainly very interesting.
The Bible informs us, that there was a persgn of that name em-
ployed at the building of king Solomon’s temple; but neither the
Bible, the writings of Josephus, nor eny other writings, however
ancient, of which I have any knowledge, furnish any information
respecting his death. It is very singular, that a man, so celebrat-
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od as Hiram Abiff was, an arbiter between Solomon, king of ls-
rael, and Hiram, king of Tyre, universally acknowledged as the
third most distinguished man then living, and, in meny respeets,
the greatest man in the world, should pass off the stage of action,
in the presence of king Solomon, three thousand three hundred
grand overseers, and one hundred and fifty thousand workmen,
with whom he had spent a number of years; and neither king So-
lomon, his bosom friend, nor any other among his numerous
friends, even recorded his death or any thing about him.

" A person, who has received the two preceding degrees, and
wishes to be raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason, is
{the lodge being opened as in the preceding degrees,) conducted
from the preparation room to the door, (the manner of preparing
him is particularly explained in the lecture,) where he gives three
distinct knocks, when the Senior Warden rises and eays, ‘Wor-
shipful, while we are peaceably at work on the third degree of’
Masonry, under the influence of humanity, brotherly love, and
affection, the door of our lodge appears to be alarmed.” The
Master to the Junior Deacon, ‘Brother Junior, inquire the cause
of that alarm.” 'The Junior Deacon then steps to the door and
answers the three knocks that have been given, by three more:
(the knocks are much louder than those given on any occasion,
other than that of the admission of candidates in the several de-
grees:) one knock is then given without, and answered by onc
from within, when the door is partly opened, and the Junior Déa-
con asks, ‘Who comes there? who comes there! who comes
there!?” The Senior Deacon answers, ‘A worthy brother who has
been regularly initiated as an kntered Apprentice Mason, passed
to the degree of a Fellow Craft, and now wishes for further light
in Masonry, by being raised to the sublime degree of a Master
Mason." Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, “Is it of his own free
will and accord he makes this requestl” Jns. ‘Itis.” Junior
Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘Is he worthy and well qualified?”
Ans. ‘Heis.’ Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘Has he made
suitable proficiency in the preceding degrees?’” Jns. ‘He has.’
Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘By what further right does he
expect to obtain this benefit]® '~ Ans. ‘By the benefit of a pass-
word.’ Junior Deacon to Senior Deacon, ‘Has he ¢ pass-word?’
Jns. ‘He has not, but I have got it for hinr.” The Junior Dea-
con to Senior Deacon, ‘Will you give it to me?” The Senior
Deacon then whispers in the ear of the Junior Deacon, ¢Tubal
Cain.’> Junior Deacon says, ‘the pass ie right.  Since this is the
case, you will wait till the Worshipful Master be made acquaint-
ed with his request, and his answer returned” 'The Junier Dea-
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. con then repairs to the Maater, and gives three knocks, as at the
door; after answering which, the same questions are asked and
answers returned, as.at the door; when the Master says, ‘Since
he comes endued with all these necessary qualifications, let him
enter this worshipful lodge in the name of the Lord, and take
heed on what he enters.” The Junior Deacon returns to the
door and says, ‘Let him enter this worshipful lodge in the name
of the Lord, and take heed on what he enters.” In entering, both
points of the compass are pressed against his naked right and left
breasts, when the Junior Deacon stops the candidate, and says,
‘Brother, when you first entered this lodge, you was received on
the point of the compass pressing your naked left breast, which
was then explained to you; when you entered it the second time,
you was received on the angle of the square, which was also ex-
plained to you; on entering it now, you are received on the .two
extreme points of the compass pressing your naked right and
left breasts, which are thus explained: ‘As the most vital parts of
man are contained between the two breasts, so are the most val-
uable tenets of Masonry contained between the two extreme
points of the compass, which are, virtue, morality, and brotherly
love.” The Senior Deacon then conducts the candidate three
times regularly round the lodge. (I wish the reader to observe,
that on. this, as well as every other degree, the Junior Warden is
the first of the three principal officers that the candidate passes,
travelling with the sun, when he starts round the lodge; and as
he passes the Junior Warden, Senior Warden, and ‘Master, the
first timé going round they each give one rap; the second time,
two raps; and the third time, three raps. The number of raps
given, on those occasions, are the same as the number of the de-
gree, except the first degtee, on which three are given, I always

. thought improperly.) During the time the candidate is travelling
round the room, the Master reads the following passage of scrip-
ture, the conductor and candidate travelling, and the Master
reading, so that the travelling and reading terminates at the same
time: ‘Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while
the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt
say, I have no pleasure in them; while the sun, or the moon, or ’
the stars be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the rain; in
the day when the keepers of the house shall tremble, and the
strong men shall bow themselves, and the grinders cease because

" they are few, and those that look out of the windows be darkened,

and the doors shall be shut in the streets; when the sound of the

grinding is low, and he shall rise up at the voice of the bird, and
all the daughters of music shall be brought low.  Also, when they
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shall be afraid of that which is high, and fears shall be in the way,

and the almond tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall be »

burthen, and desire shall fail: because man goeth to his long
home, and the mourners go about the streets: Or ever the silver
cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or the pitcher be
broken at the fountain, or the wheel at the cis®:m. Then shall

the dust return to the earth, as it was; and the spirit return unto

God who gaveit.” The conductor and candidate halt at the Jun-

ior Warden in the south, where the same questions are asked and

answers returned, as at the door; he is then conducted to the

Senior Warden in the west, where the same questions are asked

and answers returned, as before; from thence he is conducted to
the Worshipful Master in the east, who asks the same questions
and receives the same answers, as before; and who likewise asks
the candidate, from whence he came, and whither he is travelling?
A. ‘From the west; and travelling to the east.” Q. ‘Why do you
leave the west, and travel to the east” .. ‘In search of more
light.” The Master then says to the Senior Deacon, ‘You will
please conduct the candidate back to the west, from whence ke
came, and put him in care of the Senior Warden, and request
. him to teach the candidate how to approach the east, by advanc-
ing upon three upright regular steps to the third step, his feet
forming a square, his body erect at the altar before the Worship-
ful Master, and place him in & proper position to take upon him
the solemn oath, or obligation, of a Master Mason.” The Mas-
ter then comes to the candidate and says, ‘Brother, you .are now

placed in a proper position, (the lecture explains it,) to take upon

you the solemn oath, or obligation, of a Master Mason; which 1

assure you, as before, is neither to affect your relifion nor poli-
tics. If you are willing to take it, repeat your name, and say af-

ter me:— .

‘I, A B, of my own free will and accord, inpresence of Al-
mighty God, and this Worshipful Lodge of Master Masons, erect-
ed to God, and dedicated to the holy order of St John, do hereby
and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, in
addition to my former obligations, that I will not give the degrec
of a Master Mason to any one of an inferior degree, nor to any
other being in the known world, except it be to a true and lawfut
brother, or brethren, Master Mason, or within the body of & just
and lawfully constituted lodge of such; and not unto him, nor us-
to them, whom I shall hear so to be, but unto him and them only
whom I shall find so to be after strict trial and due examination, or
lawful information received.—Furthermore, do I promise and
swear that I will not give the Master’s w%rd, which [ shall here-

'
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after receive, neither in the lodge, nor out of it, except it be on
the five points of fellowship, and then not above my breath.
Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will not give the
grand bailing sign of distress, except I am in real distress, or for
the benefit of the craft when at work; and shouid I ever see that
sign given, or the word accompanying it, and the person who
gave it appearing to be in distress, I will fly to his relief at the
risk of my life, should there be a greater probability of saving his
life than of losing my own. Furthermore, do I promise and
swear thatI will not wrong this lodge, nor a brother of this degree,
to the value of one cent, knowingly, myself, nor suffer it to be
done by others, if.in my power to prevent it. Furthermore, do I
promise and swear that I will not be at the initiating, passing, and
raising a candidate at one communication, without a regular dis-
pensation from the grand lodge for the same. Kurthermore, do I
promise and swear that I will not be at the initiating, passing, or
raising, a candidate in a clandestine lodge, I knowing it te be
such. Furthermore, do I promise and swear that I will not be at
the initiating of an old man in dotage, a young man in non-age,
an Atheist, irreligious libertine, idiot, madman, hermaphrodite,
nor woman.* Furthermore, do I promise.and swear that I will
not speak evil of a brother Master Mason, neither behind his back,
nor before his face, but will apprize him of all approaching dan-
ger if in my power. Furthermore, do I promise and swear that
I will not violate the chastity of a Master Mason’s wife, mother,
sister, or daughter, I knowing them to be such, nor suffer it to be
done by others, if in my power to prevent it.T Furthermore, do
I promise and swear that I will support the constitution of the
grand lodge of the state of- , under which this lodge is held,
and conform to all the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this or
any other lodge of which I may at any time hereafter become
a member. Furthermore, do I promise and swear that I will
obey all regular signs, summons, or tokens, given, handed, sent,

*Masonry professes to bring men to heaven, and yetit denies its bleseings
to a large majority of the human family. All the fair part of creation, to-
gether with the old, young and poor, are exempted. How unlike the glori-
. ous gospel of the Son of God! In this there is no restriction of persons; the
high and low, rich and poor, bond and free, male and female, are all one in
Christ Jesus. '

11 ask the candid reader if this is morality or benevolence? If a Mason
was sworn not to violate the chastity of any woman, it would have more the
appearance of virtuous principle. But wonld a Mason’s oath restrain 2 man,
who woeld be guilty of such crimes? If masonry inculcated the frue prinei-
ples of morality the fruit would be manifest, I bave heen acquainted with
many Measons, but never knew one made better by masonry; but on the con-
thr‘ziﬂ numbers, who, through its demoralising influence have been rendered .
worthiess.
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or thrown, to me from the hand of a brother Master Mason, or
from the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such,
provided it be within the length of my cable-tow. Furthermore,
do I promise and swear that a Master Mason’s secrets, given to
me in charge a8 such, and I knowing them- to be such, shall re-
main as secure and inviolable in my breast as in his own, when
communicated to me, murder and treason excepted; and they left
to my own election. Furthermore, do I promise and swear that
I will go on a Master Mason’s errand, whenever required, even
should Ihave to go barefoot, and bareheaded, if' within the length of
my cable-tow.* Furthermore, do I promise and swear that 1 will
always remember a brother Master Mason, when on my knees,
offering up my devotions to Almighty God. Furthermore, do 1
promise and swear that I will be aiding and assisting all poor, in-
digent Master Masons, their wives and orphans, wheresoever
disposed round the globe, as far as in my power. without injuring
myself or family materially. Furthermore, do 1 promise and
swear that if any part of this my solemn oath or obligation be
omitted at this time, that I will hold myself amenable thereto,
whenever informed. To all which I do most solemnly and sin-
cerely promise and swear, with a fixed and steady purpose of mind
in me, to keep and perform the same, binding myself under no less
penalty, than to have my body severed in two in the midst, and di-
vided to the north and south, my bowels bumnt to ashes in the centre
- and the ashes scattered before the four winds of heaven, that there
might not the least track or trace of remembrance remain amo!
men or Masons of so vile and perjured a wretch as I should be,
were 1 ever to prove wilfully guilty of violating any part of this
my solemn oath or obligation of a Master Mason. So help me
God, and keep me steadfast in the due performance of the same.’
The Master then asks the candidate. ‘What do you most de-
sirel’ The candidate answers after his prompter, ‘more light.’
The bandage which was tied round his head in the preparation
. room, is, by-one of the brethren who stands behind him for that
purpose, loosened and put over both eyes, and he is immediately
brought to light in the same manner as in the preceding degres,
except three stamps on the floor, and three claps of the hands are
given in this degree.—On being brought to light, the Master says
to the candidate, ‘You first discover, as before, three great lights
in Masonry, by the assistance of three lesser, with this difference,

*Literally a rope several yards in length, but mystically three miles: so
that a Master Mason must go on a brother Master Kdason’s errand whenev-
or required, the distance of three miles; should he have to go barefoot and
barebeaded, In the degrees of knighthood the distance ia forty miles.
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hoth points of the compass are elevated above the square, which
denotes to you that you are about to receive all the hight that can
be conferred on you in a Master’s lodge,” The Master steps back
from the candidate and says, ‘Brggher, you now discover me as
Master of this lodge, approaching you from the east, under the
sign and due-guard of a Master Mason.” The sign is given by
raising both hands and arms to the elbows perpendicularly, one on
either side of the head, the elbows forming a square. The words
accompanying this sign in case of distress, are, ‘O Lord my God,
is there no help for the widow’s son.”  As the last words drop from
your lips you let your hands fall in that manner, best calculated to
indicate solemnity. King Solomon is said to have made this ex-
clamation on the receipt of the information of the death of Hiram
Abiff. Masons are all charged never to give the words except in
the dark when the sign cannot be seen. Here Masons differ very
much; some contend that Solomon gave this sign, and made this
exclamation, when informed of Hiram’s death, and work accord-
ingly in their lodges. Others say the sign was given; and the ex-
clamation made at the grave when Solomon went there to raise
Hiram, and of course they work accordingly; that is to say, the
Master, who governs a lodge, holding the latter opinion, gives the
sign, &c. at the grave, 'when he goes to raise the body, and vice:
versa. The due-guard is given by putting the right hand to the
left side of the bowels, the hand open, with the thumb next to the
belly, and drawing it across the belly, and let it fall; this is done
tolerably quick. After the Master has given the sign and due-
guard, which does not take more than a minute, he says, ‘brother,
I now present you with my right hand in token of bretherly love
and affection, and with it the pass grip and word.” The pase-grip
is given by pressing the thumb between the joints of the second
and third fingers, where they join the hand, and the word or name
is Tubal Cain. It is the pass word to the Master’s degree. The
Master after giving the candidate the pass-grip and word, bids him
rise and salute the Junior and Senior Wardens, and convince them
that be is an obligated Master Mason, and is in possession of the
pass-grip and word. While the Wardens are examining the can-
didate, the Master returns to the east and gets an apron, and as he
returns to the candidate, one of the Wardens, [ sometimes both, ]
"says to the Master, ‘Worshipful, we are satisfied that br.
is an obligated Master Mason.” The Master then says to the
candidate, ‘Brather, I now have the honor to present you with a
lamb-skin, or white apron, as before, which, I hope, you will con-
tinue to wear with credit to yourself, and satisfaction and advan-.
tage to the brethren; you will please carry it to the Senior War-
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den in the west, who will teach you how to wear it as a Mastey
Mason.’

The Senior Warden ties on his apron, and lets the flap fall down
before in its natural and common situation.

The Master returns to his seat, and the candidate is conducted
tohim. Master to candidate, ‘Brother, I perceive you are dress-
ed, it is, of course, necessary you should have tools to work with;
I will now present you with the working tools of a Master Mason,

and explain their uses to you. The working tools of a Master -

Mason are all the implements of Masonry ndiscriminately, but
more especiaily the trowel. The trowel is an instrument made
use of by operative Masons to spread the cement which unites a
building into one common mass; but we, as Free and Accepted
Masons, are taught to make use of it for the more noble and glo-
rious purpose of spreading the cement of brotherly love and affec-
tion; that cement which unites us into one sacred band or society
of friends and brothers, among whom no contention should ever
exist, but that noble contention, or rather emulation, of who can
best work, or best agree. I also present you with three precious
jewels; their names are Humanity, Friendship, and Brotherly
Love. Brother, you are not yet invested with all the secrets of
this degree, nor do I know whether you ever will, until I kpow
how you withstand the ainazing trials and dangers that await you.’

‘You are now about to travel to give us a specimen of your
fortitude, perseverance, and fidelity, in the preservation of what
you have already received—Fare you well and may the Lotd be

with you, and support you through your trials and difficulties,’—

[In some lodges they make him pray before he starts.] The
candidate is then conducted out of the lodge, clothed, and re-
tums; as he enters the door, his conductor says to him, ‘Brother,
we are now in a place representing the sascium sunctorum, or ho-
1y of holies, of king Solomon’s temple. It was the custom of our
Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, every day at high twelve, when the
crafts were from labour to refreshment, to enter into the sanctum
sanciorum, and offer up his devotions to the ever living God.—
Let_us, in imitation of him, kneel and pray.” They then kiieel
and the conductor says the following prayer. ‘Thou, 0 God,
knowest our down sitting and up rising, and understandest our
thoughts afar off; shield and defend us from the evil intentions of
our enemies, and support us under the trials and afflictions we
are destined to endure, while travelling through this vale of tears.
Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.
He cometh forth as a flower, and is cut down; he fleeth also-as 8
shadow, .and continueth not, Seeing his. days are determin®
F2
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thie number of his months are with thee, thon hast appainted bis
bounds that he cannot pass; turn from him that he may rest, till
he shall accomplish his day. For there is hope of a tree if it be
cut down, that it will sprout again, and that the tender branch
thereof will not cease. But man dieth-and wasteth away; yea,
man giveth up the ghost, and where is he! As the waters fail
from the sea, and flood decayeth and drieth up, 80 man lieth
down, and riseth not up till the heavens shall be no more. Yet,
O Lord! have compassion on the children of thy creation; ad-
minister unto them comfort in time of trouble, and save them
with an everlasting salvation. Amen—so mote it be.” They
then rise and the conductor says to the candidate, ‘Brother, in
further imitation of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, let us retire at
the south gate.” They then advance to the Junior Warden
(who represent Jubefa, one of the ruffians,) who exclaims, ‘Who
comes herel’” [ The room is dark, or the candidate hood-winked. ]
The conductor answers, ‘Our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff’ ‘Ow
Grand Master, Hiram Abfi?’ exclaims the ruffian, ‘he is the very
man I wanted to see; (seizing the candidate by the throat at the
same time, and jerking him about with violence;) give me the
Master Mason’s word, or I'll teke your life.” The conductor re-
plies, ‘I cannot give it now, but if you will wait till the grand
lodge assembles at Jerusalem, if you are worthy, you shall then
receive it, otherwise you cannot.’” The ruffian then gives the
candidate a blow with the twenty-four inch guage across the

throat, on which he fled to the west gate, where he was accosted

by the second ruffian, Jubelo, with more violence, and on his refu-
sal to comply with his request, he gave him a severe blow with
the square across his breast; on which he atterpted to make his
escape at the east gate, where he was accosted by the third ruf-
fian, Jubelum, with still more violence, and refusing to comply with
his request, the ruffian gave him a violent blow withthe common
gavel on the forehead, which brought him to the floor, on which
one of them exclaimed, ‘What shall we do, we have kilted our
Grand Master, Hiram Abiff?” Another answers, ‘Let us

him out at the east gate, and bury him in the rubbish till low
twelve, and then meet and carry him a westerly course and bury
lnm.” The candidate is then taken up in a blanket, on witich he
fell, and carried to the west end of the Lodge, and covered up
and left; by this time the Master has rvesumed his seat, (king
Solomon is supposed to arrive at the temple at this juncture,) and
calls to order, and asks the Senior Warden the cause of all that
confusion; the Senior Warden answers, ‘Our Grand Master, Hi-
ram Abiff, is missing, and there are no plans or designs laid down

v
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on the tressle-board for the crafis to pursue their labor.’ The

Master, alias king Solomon, replies, ‘OurGrand Master missing!

our Grand Master hes always been very punctual in his atten-

dance; I fear he is indisposed; assemble the crafts, and search

in and about the temple, and see if be can be found.” They all

shuffle about the floor a while, when the Master calls them to or-

der, and asks the Senior Warden, ‘What success.” He answers,

‘We cannot find our Grand Master, my Lord.’ The Master then

orders the Secretary to call the roll of workmen, and see whether
any of them are missing. The Secretary calls the roll, and says,
‘T have called the roll, my Lord, and find that there are three mis-
sing, viz: Jubela, Jubelo and Jubelum.’ His Lordship then
observes, ‘This briigs to my mind a circurastance that took place
this morning—twelve Fellow-Crafis, clothed in white gloves and
aprons, in token of their innocence, came to me, and confessed
that they twelve, with three others, had conspired to extort the
Master Mason’s word from their Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, and
in case of refusdl to take his life—they twelve bad recanted, but
feared the other thgee had been base enough to carry their atro-
cious designs into execution. Solomon then ordered twelve Fel-
low-Crafts to be drawn from the bands of the workmen, clothed
in white gloves and aprons, in token of their innocence, and sent
three east, three west, three north, and three south, in search of
the ruffians, and if found, to bring them forward. Here the mem-
bers all shufle about the floor a while, and fall in with a reputed
traveller, and inquire of him if he had seen any travelling men
that way ; he tells them that he had seen three that moming near
the coast of Joppa, who from their dress and appearance were
Jews, and were workmen from the temple, inquiring for a passage
to Ethiopia, but were unable to obtain one, in consequence of an
embargo which had recently been laid on all the shipping, and had
turned back into the country.

The Master now calls them to order again, and asks the Sen-
ior Warden, ‘What success.” He answers by relating what had
taken place—=Solomon observes, ‘I had this embargo laid to pre-
vent the ruffians from meking their escape;’ and adds, ‘you will
go and search again, and search till you find them, if possible; and
if they are not found, the twelve, who confessed, shall be consid-
ered as the reputed murderers, and-suffer accordingly.’ The
members all start again, and shuffle about a while, until one of
them, as if by accident, finds the body of Hiram Abiff, alias the
candidate, and hails his travelling companions who join him, and
while they are humming out something over the candidate, the
three reputed ruffians, who are seated in a private corner near the
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candidate, are heard to exclaim in the following manner—first,
Jubela, ‘0. that my throat had been cut across, my tongue torn
out, and my body buried in the rough sands of the sea at low
water-mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four
‘houts, ere I had been accessary to the death of so good a man as
our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff.’

The second, Jubelo, ‘O that my left breast had been torn open,
and my heart a.nd vitals taken from thence, and thrown over my
left shoulder, carried into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and there to
become a prey to the wild beasts of the field, and vultures of the
air. ere I had conspired the death of so good a man as our Grand
Master, Hiram Abiff.’

The third, Jubelum, ‘O that my body had been severed i two
in the midst, and divided to the north and south, my bowels burat
to ashes in the centre, and the ashes scattered by the four winds
of heaven, that there might hot the least track or trace of remem-
brance remain among men, or Masons, of so vile and perjured a
wretch as I am—Ah, Jubela and Jubelo, it was [ that struck him
harder than you both—it was I that gave higy the fatal blow—it
was [ that killed him outright.’ The three Fellow-Crafis who
had stood by the candidate all this time listening to the ruffians,
. whose voices they recognized, says one to the other, ‘What shall

we do, there are three of them, and onlyt.hree of us? ‘It is,’ said
one, in reply, ‘our cause is good, let us seize them;’ on which
they rush forward, and carry them to the Master, to whom they
relate what bad passed; the Master then addresses them in the
tollowing manner: (They in many lodges kneel, or lie down in
token of their guilt and penitence.) ‘Well, Jubela, what have
you got to say tor yourself—guilty or not guilty I’ ./ns. ‘Guilty,
my Lord.’ ‘Jubelo, guilty or not guilty ’ Jns. ‘Guilty, my
Lord.” ‘Jubelum, guilty or not guilty ? .ins. ‘Guilty, my Lord.’
The Master of the three Fellow-Urafts, who took them, ‘Take
them wight the west gate of the Temple, and have them execu-
ted according to the several imprecations of their own mouths.’
They are then hurried off to the west end of the room. Here
this part of the farce ends. The Master then orders fifteen Fel-
low-Crafts to be elected from the bands of the workmen, and
sent three east, three west, three north, three south; and three in
and about the temple in search of their Grand Master, Hiram
Abiff, [In some lodges they only send twelve, when their own
lectures say fifteen were sent,] and charges them if they find
the body to examine carefully on and about it for the Master’s
word or a key to it. 'The three that travelled a westerly course,
cometo the candidate and finger about him g little and are called

L.l
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to order by the Master, when they report that they have found,
the gravéPof their Graud Master, Hiram Abiff, and on moving the
earth till they came to the body, they involuntarily found their
hands raised in this position, [showing it at the same time; it is
the due-guard of this degree;g to guard their nostrils against the
offensive effluvia which arose from the grave, and that they had
searched carefully on and about the body for the Master’s word,
but had not discovered any thing but a faint resemblance of the
letter G on the left breast. The Master on the receipt of this
information, (raising himself,) raises his hands three several
times above his head (as herein before described) and exclaims
twice, ‘Nothing but faint resemblance of the letter G ! that is not
the Master’s word, nor a key to it. I fear the Master’s word is -
forever lost! (The thirdexclamation is different from the ‘others—
attend to it, it has been described in page 64.) ‘Nothing but a faint
resemblance of the letter G! that is not the Master’s word nor a
keytoit. ‘O Lord my God, is there no help for the widow’s
son!” The Master then orders the Junior Warden to summon a
lodge of Eatered Apprentice Masons, and repair to the grave to
raise the body of their Grand Master, by the Entered Apprenti-
ce’s grip.” They go to the candidate and take hold of his fore
finger and puil it, return and tell the Master that they could not -
raise him by the Entered Apprentice’s grip; that the skin cleaved
from the bone. A lodge of Fellow-Crafts are then sent, who act
as before, except they pull the candidate’s second finger. The
Master then directs the Senior Warden [ generally] to ‘summon a
lodge of Master Masons, aud says, ‘I will go with them myself in
person, and try to raise the body by the Master's grip, or lion’s
paw.” [Some say by the strong grip, or the lion’s paw.] They
then all assemble round the candidate, the Master having declar-
ed the first word spoken after the body was raised, should be
adopted as a substitute for the Master’s word, for the government
of Master Mason’s lodges in all future generations; he proceeds
to raise the candidate, alias, the representative of the dead body
of Hiram Abiff. He [the candidate] is raised on what is called
the five points of fellowship, which are foot to: foot, knee to knee,
breast to breast, band to back, and mouth to ear. This is done
by puiting the inside of your right foot to the inside of the right
foot of the person to whom you are going to give the word, the
inside of your knee to his, laying your right breast against his,
your left hands on the back of each other, and your mouths to.
each other’s right ear, {in which position you are alone permitted
to give the word, ] and whisper the word Mah-hah-bone. The
Master’s grip is given by taking hold of edch ethes’s night hand,
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as though you were going to shake hands, and sticking the nails
of each of your fingers iuto the joint of the other’s wris®where it
unites with the hand. In this position the candidate is raised, he
keeping his whole body stiff, as though dead. The Master in
raising him is assisted by some of the brethren, who take hold of
the candidate by the arms and shoulders; as soon as he is raised
to his feet they step back, and the Master whispers the word
Mah-hah-bone in his ear, and causes the candidate to repeat it,
telling him at the same time that he must never give it in any
manner other than that which be receives it.—He is also told that
Mah-hah-bone, significs marrow in the bone. They then separ-
ate, and the Master makes the foowing explanation, respecting
the five points of fellowship. Master to candidate, ‘Brother, foot
to foot, teaches you that you should, whenever usked, go ona
brother’s "errand if within the length of your cable-tow, even if
you should have to go barefoot and bareheaded. Knee to knee,
that you shouid always remember a Master Mason in your devo-
.tion of Almighty God. Breast to breast, that you should keep
the Master Mason’s secrets, when given to you in charge as
such, as secure and inviolable in your breast, as they were in his
own, before communicated to you. Hand to back, that you
should support a Master Mason behind his back, as well as be-
fore his face. Mouth to ear, that you should support his good
name, as well bohind his back as before his face.’
After the candidate is through with what is called the work
* part, the Master addresses him in the following manner: ‘Broth-
er you may suppose from the manner you have been dealt with
to night, that we have been fooling with you, or that we have
treated you different from others, but I assure you that is not the
case. You have, this night, represented one of the greatest men
thatever lived, in the tragical catastrophe of his death, burial, and
resurrection; I mean Hiram Abiff, the widow’s son, who was slain
by three ruffians, at the building of king Solomon’s temple, and
who, in his inflexibility, integrity, and fortitude, never was sur-
passed by man. The history of that momentous event is thus
related. Masonic tradition inform us, that at the building of
king Solomon’s temple, fifteen fellow-crafts discovering that the
temple was almost finished, and not having the Master Mason’s
word, became very impatient, and entered into a horrid conspira-
cy to extort the Master Mason’s word from their Grand Master,
Hiram Abiff, the first time they met him alone, or take his life,
that they might pass as Masters in other countries, and receive
wages as such; but before they could accomplish their designs,
twelve of them recanted, but the other three were base enough ta
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carry their atrocious designs into execution. Their names were
Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum.”

‘It was the custom of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, every
day at high twelve, when the crafts were from labour to refresh-
ment, to enter into the Sanctum Sanctorum, and offer his devo-
tions to the ever living God, and draw out his plans and designs
on the tressle-board for the crafis to pursue their labor. On a
eertain day, [not named in any of our traditional accounts, ] Ju-
bela, Jubelo, and Jubelum, placed themselves at the south, west,
and east gates of the temple, and Hiram having finished his devo-
tions and labor, attempted (as was his usual custom,) to retire at
the south gate, where he was met by Jubels, who demanded of
_ him' the Master Mason’s ward, (some say the secrets of a Mas-
ter Mason,) and on his refusal to give it, Jubsta gave im a vio-
lent blow with a twenty-four inch guage across the throat; on
which Hiram fled to the west gate, where he was accosted in the
same manner by Jubelo, but with more violence. Hiram told
him that he could not give the word then, because Solomon, king
of Israel, Hiram, king of Tyre, and himself, had entered into a
solemn league, that the word never should be given, unless they
three were present; but if he would have patience, till the grand
lodge assembled at Jerusalem, if he was then found worthy he
should then receive it, otherwizse he could not; Jubelo replied in
a very peremptory manner: ‘If you do not give me the Master’s

word, I’ll take your life;’ and on Hiram’s refusing to give it, Ju- -

belo gave him a severe blow with the square across the left breast;
on which he fled to the east gate where he was accosted by Jube-
lum, in the same manner, but with still more violence. Here Hi-
ram reasoned as before ; Jubelum told him that he had heard ns
cavelling with Jubele and Jubelo long enough, and that the Mas.
ter’s word had been promised to him frorp time to time for a long
time; that he was still put off; and that the temple was almost fin-
ished, and he was determined to have the word or tgke his life;
‘I want it +so that I may be able to get wages as a Master Ma-
son, in any country to which I may go for employ, after the tem-
ple is finished, and that I may be able to support my wife and
children.” Hiram persisting in his refusal; he gave Hiram a vio-
lent blow with the gavel, on the forehead, which felled him to the
floor and killed him—they took the body and carried it out of the
west gate, and buried it in the rubbish, till low twelve at night,
(which is twelve o’clock,) when they three met agreeable to ap-
pointment, and carried the body a westerly course, and buried it
at the brow of a hill, in a grave, dug due east and west six feet
perpendicular, and made their escape. King Solomon coming

R
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up to the temple at low six in the morning, (as was his usual
custom,) found the crafts all in confusion; and on inquiring the
cause, was informed that their Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, was
missing, and there was no plans and designs laid down on the
tressleboard, for the crafts to pursue their labor. Solomon or-
dered search to be made in and about the temple for him; no dis-
covery being made, he then ordered the, secretary to call the roll
of worltmen to see if any were missing; it appearing that there
were three, viz: Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum: Solomon observed,
“This brings to my mind a circumstance that took place this morn-
ing. Twelve Fellow-Crafts came to me dressed in white gloves
and aprons, in token of their innocence, and confessed that they
twelve with three others, had conspired to extort the Master Ma-
son’s wotd from their Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, and in case of
his refusal, to take his life; they twelve had recanted, but feared
the other three had been base enough to carry their atrocious de-
signs into execution,” Solomon immediately ordered twelve
Fellow-Crafts to be selected from the bands of the workmenp,
¢lothed in white gloves and aprons in token of their innocence,
and sent three east, three west, three north, and three south, in
search of the ruffians, and if found, to bring them up before him.
The three that travelled a westerly course, coming near the coast
of Joppa, fell in with a way-taring man who informed them that
he had seen three men pass that way that morning, who, from
their appearance and dress, were workmen from the temple, in-
quiring for a passage to Ethiopia, but were unable to obtain one
in consequence of an embargo which had recently been laid on all
the shipping, and had turned back into the country. After mak-
ing further and more diligent search, and making no further dis-
covery, they returned to the temple and reported to Solomon the
result of their purguit and inquiries. On which Solomon directed
them to go again and search until they found their Grand Master,
Hiram Abiff, if possible, and if he was not found, the twelve who
had confessed, should be considered as the murderers; and suffer
accordingly. '

They returned again in pursuit of the ruffians, and one of the
three tl{at travelled a westerly course, being more weary than the
the rest, sat down at the brow of a hill to rest and refresh himself';
and in attempting to rise, caught hold of a sprig of cassia, which
easily gave, and excited his curiosity, and made him suspicious of
a deception; on which he hailed his companions, who immediate-

ly assembled, and on examination, found that the earth had been .

recently moved; and on moving the rubbish, discovered the ap-
pearance of the grave; and while they were confabulating about

p .
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what measures to take, they heard voices issuing from a cavern
in the clefls of the rocks, on which, they immediately repaired to
the place, where they heard the voice of Jubela exclaim, ‘O! that
my throat had been cut across, my tongue torn out, and my body
buried in the rough sands of the sea, at low water mark, where
the tide ebbs and flows twice in twenty-four hours, ere I had been
accessary to the death of so good a man as our Grand Master,
Hiram Abiff:’—on which, they distinctly heard the voice of Jude-
lo exclaim, ‘O! that my left breast had been torn open, and my
heart and vitals taken from thence and thrown over my left shoul-
der; carried into the valley of Jehoshaphat, there to become a
prey to the wild beasts of the field and vultures of the air, ere I
bad conspired to take the life of so good a man as our Grand Mas-
ter, Hiram Abifl:’>—when they more distinctly heard the voice of
Jubelum exclaim, ¢O! that my body had been severed in two in
the midst, and divided to the north and the south, my bowels
burnt to ashes in the centre, and the ashes scattered by the four
winds of heaven, that there might not remain the least trace of re-
membrance among men, or Masons, of so vile and perjured a
wretch as I am, who wilfully took the life of so good a man as our
Grand Master, Hiram Abifl. Ah! Jubela and Jubelo, it was 1
that struck him harder than you hoth! it was I that gave him the
fatal blow! it was I that killed him outright ’—on which, they
rushed forward, seized, bound, and carried them befare king Solo-
mon, who, after hearing the testimony of the three Fellow Crafts,
and the three ruffians having plead guilty, ordered them to be tak-
en out at the west gate of the temple, and executed agreeably to
the several imprecations of their own mouths. King Solomon
then ordered fifteen Fellow Crafts to be selected from the bands
of the workmen, clothed with white glovea and aprons, in token
of their innocence, and sent three east, three west, three north,
three south, and three in and about the temple, in search of the .
body of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff; and the three that trav-
elled a westerly course found it under a sprig of cassia, where a
worthy brother sat down to rest and refresh himself; and on re-
moving the earth till they came to the coffin, they involuntarily
found their hands raised, as herein before descn{ed, to guard
their nostrils against the offensive effluvia that rose from the
grave. Itis also said, that the body had lain there fourteén days; -
some say, fifteen, ‘

The body was raised in the rhanner herein before deséribed,
tarried up to the temple, and buried as explained in the olosing,
clauses of the lecture. Not o(:‘:e third part of the preceding hie-
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tory of this degree is ever given to a candidate. A few general,
desultory, unconnected remarks are made to him, and he is gen-

erally referred to the manner of raising, and to the lecture, for in-
formation as to the particulars. Here follows a charge which
ought to be, and sometimes is, delivered to the candidate after

hearing the history of the degree.
JAn address 1o be delivered to the candu:late a:ﬂer the history has

been given.

‘Brother, your zeal for the institution of Masomy, the progress
you have made in the mystery, and your conformity to our regu-
lations, have pointed you out as a proper object of our favor and
esteem.

“You are bound, by duty, honor, and gratitude. to be falthful to
your trust; to support the dignity of your character on every oc-
casion; and to enforce, by precept and example, obedience to the
tenets of the order.

‘In the character of a Master Mason, you are authorized to
correct the errors and irregularities of your uninformed brethren,
and to guard them against a breaeh of fidelity.

“T'o preserve the reputation of the fraternity unsullied, must be
your constant care; and, for this purpose, it is your province to
recommend to your inferiors, obedience and submissiou; to your
equals, courtesy and affability; to your superiors, kindness and
condescension. Universal berevolence yoa are always to incul-
cate; and, by the regularity of your own behaviour, afford the
best example for the conduct of others less informed. The an- -
cient landmarks of the order, entrusted to your care, you are
carefully to preserve; and never suffer them to be infringed, or
countenance a deviation from the established usages and customs
of the fraternity.

" “Your virtue, honor, and reputation are concemed in support-
ing, with dignity, the character you now bear. Let no motive,
therefore, make you swerve from your duty, violate your vow, or
betray your trust; but be true and faithful, and imitate the exam-

 ple of that celebrated artist whom you this evening represent; thus
you will.render yourself deserving the honor which we bave con-
férred, and merit the confidence that we have reposed,’

Here follows the Jectuze on this degree, which is divided into
thne sections. :

i
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SECTION FIRST. '

Q. Are you a Master Mason?

A. T am;—try me, prove me; disprove me if you can.

Q. Where were you prepared to be made a Master Mason?

., A. Inaroom adjacent to the body of a just and lawfully consti-
‘tuted lodge of such, duly assembled in a room, representing the
sanctum sanclorum, or holy of holies, of king Selomon’s temple.

Q. How were you prepared?

A. By being divested of all metals; neither naked nor clothed;
barefooted nor shod; with a cable-tow three times about my na-
ked body; in which posture I was conducted to the door of the
lodge, where I gave three distinct knocks.

Q. What did these three distinct kmocks allude to?

A, To the third degree of Masonry; it being that on which I
was about to enter. '

Q. What was said to you from within?

A. Who comes there, who comes there, who comes there.

Q. Your answer? * .

A. A worthy brother, who has been regularly initiated as an
Entered Apprentice Mason, passed to the degree of Fellow Craft,
and now wishes for further light in Masonry, by being raised to
the sublime degree of a Master Mason. .

Q. What further was said to you from within?

- A. I was asked if it was of my own free will and accord I
made this request; if I was duly and truly prepared; worthy and
well qualified; and had made suitable proficiency in the preced-
ing degrees: all of which being answered in the affirmative, I was
asked, by what further rights I expected to obtain that benefit.

Q. Your answer?

A. By the benefit of a pass-word. -

Q. What was that pass-word? A. Tubal Cain.

Q. What next was said to you?

A. T wag bid to wait till the Worshipful Master in the east was
made acquainted with my request, and his answer returned.

Q. After his answer was returned, what followed? '

A. I was caused to enter the lodge on the two extreme points
of the compass, pressing my naked right and left breasts, in the
name of the Lord.

Q. How were you then disposed of !

A. T was conducted three times regularly round the lodge, and
halted at the Junior Warden in the south, where the same ques-
fions were asked and answers returned, as at the door.

Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose of you? .

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Senior Warden in
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the west, where the same questions were asked and answers re-
turned, as before.

Q. How did the Senior Warden dispose of youl

A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Worshipful Master
in the east, where the same questions were asked and answers re-
turned, as before; who likewise demanded of me from whence ¥
came, and whither I was travelling.

Q. Your answer!

A. From the west, and travelling to the east.

Q. Why do you leave the west, and travel to the east?

A. In search of light.

Q. How did the V%’orshipful Master dispose of you?

A. He ordered me to be conducted back to the west, from
whence I came, and pyt in care of the Senior Warden, who taught
me how to approach the east, by advancing upon three upright -
regular steps to the third step, my feet forming a square, and my
body erect at the altar before the Worshipful Master.

Q. What did the Worshipful Master ¢o with you?

A. He made an obligated Master Mason of me.

Q. How! A. In due form.

Q- What was that due form!

A. Both my knees bare bent, they forming a square; both
hands on the Holy Bible, square, and compass; in which posture
I took upon me the solemn oath, or obligation, of a Master Ma-
s0n.

Q. After your obligation, what was said to youl

A. What do you most desire.

Q. Your answer!

A. More light. [The bandage round the head, is now drop-
ped over the eyes.] i

Q. Did you receive light? A, Idid.

Q.. On being brought to light, on this degree, what did you fitst
discover? _

A. Three great lights in Masonry, by the assistance of three
less, and both points of the compass elevated above the square;
which denoted to me that I had received, or was about to receive, .
all the light that could be conferred on me in a Master’s lodge.,

Q. What did you next discover?

A. The Worshipful Master approaching me from the east, un-
der the sign-and due-guard of a Master Mason, who presented
me with his right hand 1n token of brotherly love and confidence, -
and proceeded to give me the pass-grip and word of a Master .
Mason, [the word is the name of the pass-grip;] and bid me rise -
and salute the Junior and Senior Wardens, and convince them
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that I was an obligated Master Mason, and had the sign,
_ grip, and word. (T'ubal Cain.) .

Q. What did you next discover!

A. The Worshipful Master approaching me, a second time,
from the east, who presented me with a lamb-skin, or white apron;
which, he said, he hoped I would continue to wear with honor to
myself, and satisfaction and advantage to the brethren.

Q. What were you next presented with?

A. The working tools of a Master Mason.

Q. What are they? » .

A. Al the implements of Masonry indiscriminately, but more
especially the trowel. L

Q. How explained?

A. Thetrowel is an instrument made use of by operative Ma-
gons to spread the cement which unites a building into one com-
mon mass; but we, as Free and Accepted Masons, are taught te
make use of it for the more noble and glorious purpose of spread-
ing the cement of brotherly love and affection; that cement,
which unites us into one sacred band, or society, of brothers,
among whom no contention should ever exist, but that noble emu-
lation of who can best work, or best agree.

Q. What were you nextpresented with?

A. Three precious jewels.

Q- What are they? '

A. Humanity, Friendship, and Brotherly Love.

Q. How were you then disposed of 1

A. T was conducted out of the lodge, and invested of what I
had been divested, and returned again in due season.

SECTION SECOND.

Q. Did you ever return to i sanctum sanctorum, or holy of
wrolies, of king Solomon’s temple? ' .
© A, Idid.

Q. Was there any thing particular took place on your return?

A. There was; viz:—I was accosted by three ruffians, who de-
manded of me the Master Mason’s word.

Q. Did you ever give it to them? e

“A. I didnot, but bid them wait, with time and patience, till the

_ grand lodge assembled at Jerusalem; and then, if they were found

- worthy, they should receive it; otherwise, they could not. -
Q. In what manner was you accosted?

A. In attempting to retire at the south gate, I was accosted
by one of them, who demanded of me the Master Masow’s word,
and, on my refusing to comply with his request, be gave me a blow

G2
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with the twenty-four inch gauge, acrossmy breast; on which I
fled to the west gate, where I was accosted by the second with
more violence, and, on my refusing to comply with his request,
he gave me a severe blow, with the square, across my breast; on
which I attempted to make my escape at the east gate, where I
was accosted by the third with still more violence, and, on my
refusing to comply with his request, he gave me a violent blow,
f'imh the common gavel, on the forehea.d% and brought me to the
oor. . -

Q. Whom did you represent at that time?

A. Our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, who was slain at the
building of king Solomon’s temple. .

Q. Was wis death premeditated?

A. Tt was;-—by fifteen Fellow Crafts, who conspireg to extort
from him the Master Mason’s word; twelve of whom recanted;
but the other three were base enough to carry their atrocious de-

igns into execution.

Q. What did they do with the body? :

A. They carried it out at the west gate of the temple, and bu-
ried it till low twelve at night, when they fhyee met agreeably to
appointment, and carried it a westerly course from the temple,
and buried it under the brow of a hill, in a grave six feet due east
and west, six feet perpendicular, and made their escape.

Q. What time was he slain?

A. At high twelve at noon, when the crafts were from labor te
refreshment. : ) :

Q. How came he to be alone at that timel

A. Because it was the usual custom of our Grand Master,
Hiram Abiff, every day, at high twelve, when the crafts were
from labor to refreshment, to enter into the sanctum sanctorum,
or holy of holies, and offer up his adorations to the ever living
God, and draw out his plans and designs on his tressle-board for
the crafts to pursue their labor. - .

Q. At what time was he missing?

A. Atlow six in the moing, when king Solomon came up to
‘the temple, as usual, to view the work, and found the crafts all
in confusion; and, on inquiring the cause, he was informed that
their Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, was missing, and no plans or
designs were laid down on the tressle-board for the crafts to pur-
sue -their labor.

Q. What observations did king Solomon make at that time?

A. He observed that our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, had al-
ways been very punctual in attending, and feared that he was in-

i
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]
disposed, and ordered search to be made in and about the tem-
ple, to see if he could be found.

Q. Search being made, and he not found, what further ramarks
did king Solomon make!

A. He observed he feared some fatal accident had befallen our
Grand Master, Hiram Abiff—that morning twelve Fellow Crafts,
clothed in white gloves and aprons in token of their innocence.
had confessed that they twelve, with three others, had conspired
to extort the Master Mason’s word from their Grand Master, Hi-
ram Abiff, or take his life; that they twelve had recanted, but fear-
ed the other three had been base enough to carry their atrocious
designs into execution.

Q. What followed? ’

A. King Solomon ordered the roll of workmen to be called, te
see if there were any missing.

Q- The roll being called, were there any missing?

A. There were three; viz:—Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum,

Q. Were the ruffians ever found!

A. They were.

Q. How! A. By the wisdom of king Solomon, who ordered
‘twelve Fellow Crafts to be selected from the bands of the work-
men, clothed in white gloves and aprons, in token of their inno-
cence, and sent three east, three west, three north, and three
south, in search of the ruffians, and if found, to bring them for-
ward.

Q. What success!?

. A. The three that travelled a westerly course from the tem-
ple, coming near the coast of Joppa, were informed, by a way-
faring man, that three men had been seen that way that morning
who, from their appearance and dress, were workmen from the
temple, inquiring for a passage to I thiopia; but were unable to
obtain one, in consequence of an embargo which had recently
been laid on all the shipping, and had turned back into the
country.

Q. What followed?-

A. King Solomon ordered them to go and search again, and
search till they were found, if possible; and if they were not found,
that the twelve, who had confessed, should be considered as the
reputed murderers, and suffer accordmgly <

Q. What success!?

A. One of the three that travelled a westerly course from the
temple, being more weary than the rest, sat down under the brow
of a hill, to rest and refresh himself; and, in attempting to rise,
caught hold of a sprig of cassia, which easnly gave way, and o*-
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cited his curiosity, and made him suspicious of a deception, on
which he hailed his companions, who immediately assembled;—
and, on examination, found that the earth had recently been mov-
ed, and, on moving the rubbish, discovered the appearance of &
grave; and while they were confabulaunc g about what measures
to take, they heard voices issuing from a cavern in the clefts of
the rocks, on which they immediately repaired to the place, where
they heard the voice of Jubela exclaim, ‘O! that my throat had
been cut across, my tongue torn out, and my body buried in the
rough sands of the sea, at low water-mark, where the tide ebbs
and flows twice in twenty-four hours, ere I had been accessary to
the death of =0 good a man as our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff:’
—on which they distinctly heard the voice of Jubelo exclaim, 0!
that my left breast had been torn open, and my heart and vitals
taken from thence, and thrown over my left shoulder, carried to
the valley of Jehoshaphat, there to become a prey to the wild
beasts of the field, and vultures of the air, ere I had conspired to
take the life of so good a man as our Grand Master, Hiram
Abiff >—when they more distinctly heard the voice of Jubelum
exclaim, ‘O! that my body had been severed in two in the midst,
and divided to the north and the south, my bowels burnt to ashes
in the centre, and the ashes scattered by the four winds of heav-
en, that there might not remain the least track or trace of remem-
brance among men or Masons, of so vile and perjured a wretch
as | am, who wilfully took the life of 80 good a man as our Grand
Master, Hiram Abiff. Ah! Jubela and Jubelo, it was I that struck
him harder than you both! it was I that gave him the fatal blow!
it was 1 that killed him outright ’—on which they rushed forward,
seized, bound, and carried them up before king Solomon.

Q. What dld king Solomon do with them?

A. He ordered them to be executed agreeably to the several
imprecations of their own mouths. -

Q. VIVas the body of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, ever found?

A. It was.

Q. How! A. By the wisdom of king Solomon, who ordered
fifteen (in some lodges they say twelve) Fellow Crafts to be se-
lected from the bands of the workmen, and sent three east, three
west, three north, three sduth, and three in and about the temple,
ip search of the body.

. Q. Where was it found'{

A. Under that sprig of cassia where a worthy brother sat down
to rest and refresh himself.

Q. Was there any thing particular took place on the discovery
of the body?

K
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A. There was; viz:—on removing the earth till they came to
the coffin, they involuntarily found their hands raised in this posi-
tion, to guard their nostrils against the offensive effluvia that rose
froin the grave.

Q. How long had the body lain there?

A. Fourteen days.

Q. What did they do with the body?

A. Raised it in a masonic form, and carried it up to the tem-
ple for more decent interment.

Q. Where was it buried?

A. Under the sanctum sanclorum, or holy of holies, of king So-
lomon’s temple, over which they erected a marble monument with
this inscription delineated thereon:—A virgin weeping over &
broken column, with a book open before her; in her right hand
sprig of cassia; in her left, an urn:—T'ime standing behind her,
with his hands infolded in the ringlets of her hair. :

Q. What do they denote!

A. The weeping virgin denotes the unfinished state of the tem-
ple; the broken column, that one of the principal supporters of
Masonry had fallen; the book open before her, that his memory
was on perpetual recody; the sprig of cassia, the timely discove-
zy of his grave; the urnin her left hand, that his ashes were safe-
ly deposited under the sanctum sanctorum, or ho ng of holies, of
king Solomon’s temple; and Time, standing hehind her with his
bands infolded in the ringlets of her hair, that tlme, patience, and
perseverance will accomplish all things. -

SECTION THIRD.

Q. What does a Master’s lodge tepresent?

A. The sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies, of king Solo-
mon’s temple.,

Q. How long was the temple building?

A. Seven years; during which, it rained not in the day time,
that the workmen might not be obstructed in their labor.

Q. What supported the temple?

A. Fourteen hundred and fifty-three columns, and two thou-
sand, nine hundred and six pilasters; all hewn from the finest
. Pa.ria.n marble.

Q. What further supported it?
A. Three grand columns, or pillars.
Q- What were they called? Y
A. Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty. 3
Q What did they represent!
- The pillar of wisdom represented Solomon, king of Israel

‘A'
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whose wisdom contrived the mighty fabric; the pillar of strength,
Hiram, king of Tyre, who strenggened Solomon in his glorious

undertaking; the pillar of beauty, Hiram Abiff, the widow’s son,
whose cunning craft and curious workmanship beaunﬁed and
adorned the temple. -

Q. How many were there employed in the building of king
Solomon’s temple?

A. Three Grand Masters; three thousand, three hundred Mas- -

ters, or overseers of the work; eighty thousand Fellow Crafts;
and seventy thousand Entered Apprentices: all those were class.
ed and arranged i such a manner, by the wisdom of Solomon,
that neither envy, discord, nor confusion were suffered to inter-
rupt that universal peace and tranquillity that pervaded the work
at that important period.

. How many constitutes an Entered Apprentice’s lodge?\
Seven; one Master and six Entered Apprentices.

Where did they usually meet?

. On the ground floor of king Solomon’s temple.

How many constitutes a Fellow Craft’s lodge?

Five; two Masters and three Fellow Crafts. -

.. Where did they usually meet? .

In the middie chamber of king Solomon’s temple.

How many constitutes a Master’s lodge?

Three Master Masons.

. Where did they usually meet?

‘A. Tn the sanctum sanctorum, or holy of holies, of king Solo-
mon’s temple.

Q. Have you any emblems on this degree?

A. We have several, which are divided into two classes.

Q. What are the first class? .

A. Thepot of incense; the bee-hive; t.he book of constitutions,
guarded by the Tyler's sword; the sword, pointing to & naked
heart; the all-seeing eye; the anchor and ark; the forty-seventh
problem of Euclid; the bour-glass; the scythe; and the three
steps usually delineated on the Master's carpet, which are thus
expla.ined:—Thé pot of incense is an emblem of a pure heart,
which is always an acceptable sacrifice to the Deity; and as this
glows with fervent heat, so should our hearts continually glow
with gratitude to the great and bereficent Author of our existence,
for the manifold blessings and comforts we enjoy. The bee-hive

Prorororore

is an emblem of industry, and recommends the practlce of that .

virtue to all created beings, from the Qighest seraph in heaven to
the lowest regtlle of the dust. It teaches us, that, as we came
imto the worl

rational and intelligent beings, so we should ever
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be industrious ones; never sitting down contented, while our fel.
low creatures around us are in want, when it is in our power to
relieve them, without inconvenience to curselves, When we take
a survey of nature, we behold man, in his infancy, more helpless
and indigent than the brute creation; he lies languishing for days,
weeks, months, and years, totally incapable of providing suste~
nance for himself; of guarding against the attacks of the field, or
sheltering himself from the inclemencies of the weather. It might
have pleased the great Creator of heaven and earth, to have made
man independent of all other beings; but, as dependence is one of
the strongest bonds of society, mankind were made dependent on
each other for protection and security, as they thereby enjoy bet-
ter opportunities of fulfilling the duties of reciprocal love and
friendship. Thus was man formed for social and active life, the
noblest part of the work o God; and he,. who will so demean
himself as not to be endeavoring to add to the common stock of
knowledge and understanding, may be deemed a drome in the
hive of nature, a useless member of society, and unworthy of our
protection as Masons. The baok of constitutions, guarded by
the Tyler’s sword, reminds us that we should be ever watchful and
guarded, in our thoughts, words, and actions, particularly when
before the enemies of Masonry; ever bearing in remembrance
. those truly masonic virtues, silence and circumspection. The
sword, potnting lo a naked hearl, demonstrates that justice will
sooner or later overtake us; and, although our thoughts, words,
and actions may be hidden from the eyes of men; yet, that all-
seeing eye, whom the sun, mooan, and stars obey, and under whose
watchful ¢care even comets perform their stupendous revolutions,
pervades the inmost recesses of the human heart, and will reward
us according to our merits. The anchor and ark, are emblems
of a well grounded hope and well spent life. They are emblem-
atical of that divine ark which safely wafls us over this tempestu.
ous sea of troubles, and that anchor which shall safely moor us in.
a peaceful harbor, where the wicked cease from troubling, and
the weary shall find rest. The forty-seventh problem of Euclid:
—this was an invention of our ancient friend and brother, the
eat Pythagoras, who, in his travels through Asia, Aftica, and
Europe, was initiated into several orders of priesthood, and rais-
ed to the sublime degree of a Master Mason. - : ;
This wise philosopher enriched his mind abundantly in a gene-
ral knowledge of things, and more especially in geometry, or Ma-
sonry; on this subject he drew out many problems and theorems:
and, among the most distindhished, he erected this, which, in the
joy of bis heart, he called Eureca, in the Grecian language sigo’
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fying, I have found if; and upon the discovery of which he is said
to have sacrificed a hecatomb. It teaches Masons to be general
lovers of the arts and sciences. The hour-glass is an emblem of
human life. Behold!! how swiftly the sands run, and how rapidly
our lives are drawing to a close. We cannot without astonish-
ni-nt behold the little particles which are contained in this ma-
- “¢hine; how they pass away almost imperoeptibly, and yet to our
s}nl-nprise, in the short space of an hour they are all exhausted.
Thus wastes man! to day, he puts forth the tender leaves of
hope; to-morrow, blossoms, and bears his blushing honors thick
upon him; the next day comes a frost, which nips the shoot, and
when he thinks his greatness is still ripening, he falls, like autumn
leaves, to enrich our mother earth. The scythe is an emblem of
time, which cuts the brittle thread of life, and launches us into
eternity. Behold! what havoc the scythe of time makes among
the human race: if, by chance, we should escape the numerous
evils incident to childhood and youth, and, with health and vigor,
arrive to the years of manhood, yet withal we must soon be cut
down by the all devouring scythe of time, and be gathered into the
land where our fathers had gone before us.  The three steps, usu-
ally delineated upon the Master’s carpet, are emblematical of the
three principal stages of human life; viz:—jyouth, manhood, and
age. Inyouth, as Entered Apprentices, we ought industriously
to occupy our mirds in the attainment of useful knowledge; in
manhood, as Fellow Crafts, we should apply our knowledge to the
discharge of our respective duties to God, our neighbors, and our-
" selves; so that, in age, as Master Masons, we may enjoy thehap-
py reflections consequent on a well spent life, and die in the hope
of a glorious immortality. '

Q. What are the second class of emblems?

* A. The spade, coffin, death-head, marrow bones, and sprig of
cassia, which are thus explained:—The :spade opens the vault te
veceive our bodies, where dur active limbs will soon moulder te
dust. The coffin, death-head, and marrow bones, are emblemati-
cal of the death and burial of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, and
are worthy our serious attention. The sprig of cassia is emble-
matical of that immortal part of man which never dies; and when
the cold winter of death shall have passed, and the bright sum.
mer’s morn of the resurrection appears, the Son of Righteousness .
shall descend, and send forth his angels to collect our ransomed
dust; then, if we are found worthy, by his pass-word, we shall en-
ter into the celestial lodge above, wﬁre the Supreme Architect
of the universe presides, where we shall see the King in the beau-
ty of holiness, and with him, enter into an endless eternity. ' -
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Here ends the three first degrees of Masonry, which constitut.-
a Master Mason’s lodge. A Master Mason’s lodge and a chap-
ter of Royal Arch Masons, are two distinct bodies, wholly inde-
pendent of each other. Thé members of a chapter are privileged
to visit all Master Masons’ lodges when they please; and may be,
and often are, members of both at the same time: and all the
members of a Master Mason’s lodge who are Royal Arch Masons,
though not members of any chapter, may visit any chapter. I wish
the reader to understand that neither all Royal Arch Masons nor
Master Masons are members of either lodge or chapter; there are
tens of thousands who are not members, and scarce}l)y ever attend.
alihough privileged to do so.

A very small proportion of Masons, comparatively speaking.
ever advance any further than the third degree, and consequently
never get the great word which was lost-by Hiram’s untimely
death. Solomon, king of Israel, Hiram, king of Tyre, and Hj-
ram Abiff; the widow’s son, having sworn that they, ner:ngjther ot
them, woul ever give the word, except they three were present;
(afd it is generally believed that there was not another person in-
the world, at that time, that had it;) consequently the word wu-
lost, and supposed to be for ever; but the sequel will show it wa-~
found after a lapse of four hundred and seventy years; notwih-:
standing, the word Mah-hah-bone, which was substituted by So!-
omon, still continues to be used by Master Masons, and no doub:
will, as long as Masonry attracts the attention of men; and th:-.
word which was lost, is used in the Royal Arch degree. What
was the word of the Royal Arch degree, before they found the
Master’s word, which was lost at the death of Hiram Abiff; aii
was not found for four hundred and seventy years? Were the=:
any Royal Arch Masons before the Master’s word was found! 1
wish some masonic gentleman would solve these At

The ceremonies, history, and the lecture, in th
gree, are so similar, that, perhaps, some one of
have been dispensed with, and the subject we
most readers, notwithstanding there is a small dif
the work and history, and between the history anc

I shall now proceed with the Mark Master’s ¢ S
the first degree in the chapter. The Mark Mast P

Past Master’s, and the Most Excellent Master’
Mark Master Masons, Past Master, and Most E SRS

yet, although called lodges, they are ealled component parts oi
the chapter. . Ask a Mark Master Mason if he belongs to the
chapter; he will tell you he does, but that he has only been mark-
ed. . Itis notan uncommon thing, by any means, for a chapter *

' H

v
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confer all four of the degrees in one night, viz: the Mark Mas-
ter, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch' de--
grees.
Eg . 1 aed
TEST-OATH AND' WORD.

The followmg “Test-Oath and Word” were invented and adop--
ted by the “Granp Lopge” of the state of New-York, at their
session‘in June, 1827, for the purpose of guarding against Book
Masons. They are given in a Master’s lodge.—They were ob-
tained from a gentleman in high standing in society, and among
Masons, but a friend to Anti-Masonry. He was a member of the-
‘“Grand Lodge, amd present when they were adopted.

A person, wishing to be admitted into. the lodge, presents him-
self at the door; the Pyler, (or some brother from within,) de-
mands, or asks, ‘Do you wish to visit this lodge?” The candidate
for admission, says, ‘If thought worthy.” Tyler. ‘By what are
you recommended?” Ans. By fidelity.” Tyler says, - ‘Prove

- that;” at the same time advances and throws out his band, or arm,.

to an angle of about forty-five degrees obliquely forward, the hand’
-open, and thumb upward. The candidate then advances, and pla—

' oes the back of his left hand against the palm of the Tyler’s right

hand—still extended—puts his mouth to the Tyler’s ear, and

' whxspers, L O 8, and pronounces, LOS.*

TEST-CATH.

I, A B, of my own free will and accord, in the presence of”
Mmlghty God solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I
will not communicate the secret test-word, annexed to this obllga-
tion, to any but a true and lawful Master Mason, and that in the
‘hody of a lawful lodge of such, in actual session, or at the door of
a lodge for the purpose of gaining admission;—under the penalty
of being for ever disgraced and dishonored as a man, and despis-
ed, degraded, a.nd expelled as a Mason.’

“* This word is an inversion of SOL, the Sun, and is very apphcable asn
masonic test; the light of Masonry bemg fast retrograding towards.its na-
tive darknecs'

koY
.
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A REVELATION

v FREE MASONRY,

As published to the world by a C onvention of Seceding Masoas,.held at Le
. Roy, Genesee county, New-York, on the 4th and 5th of July, 1828: cong
taining a true and genuine develiopraent of thegllode of initiation, and also
-of the several lectures -of the following degrees; to wit:—in the Chapter,
Mark Master, Past Master, Mot Bxcellent Master, and Royal Arch.

In the Encampment, Knight of the Red Cross, Knight Templa
Malta, Knight of the Christian Mark, and Guards of the C
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre.

In the Ancient Council of the Trinity, denominated the Holy a:
lustrious Order of the Cross, the l{lnstrious, Most Hlustrious,
lustrious degrees. , .

- SO V . ;:i o
‘"FOURTH, OR MARK MASTER’S DEGREE. »

“Ceremonies used in opening & lodee of Mark Master Masoss.
—One rap calls the lodge to order; one calls up the Tunior and .
Senior Deacons; two raps call up the subordinate officers; and
three, all the members of the lodge. ol Mo
‘ter having called the lodge to order, an
Worshipful Vaster says to the Junior
are ﬁﬁ all Mark Master Masons in"
answ@®, ‘They are, Right Worshipful
brother.” R. W. M. ‘Brother Senic
Masons in the west?” Senior Ward
shipful.” R. W. M. ‘They are in tt
gives a rap with the mallet, which call
M. ‘Brother Junior, the first care o
Jodge tyled, Right Worshipful.” R.~
of your duty, and igform the Tyler t
lodge of Mark Master Masons, and |
ly.” Junior Deacon steps to the door
are answered by four without by the
then gives one, which is answered 1
door is then partly opened, and the J
his mesgage, and resumes his station
Mark Master Mason, and says, “The

il

s
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shipful.’ R. W. M. ‘By whom? Junior Deacon, ‘By a Mark
Master Mason without the door, armed with the proper implements
of his office.” R. W. M. ‘His duty there?” R D. ‘To keep oft
all cowans and eaves-droppers, see that none pass or repass with-
out permission from the R. W. M.’ R. W. M, ‘Brother Junior,
your place in the lodge? J. D. ‘At the right hand of the Senior
Warden in the west.” R. W M. ‘Your business there, brgther
Junior?” J. D. “T'o wait on the R. W. M..and Wardens, &Pt as
their proxy in the active duties of the lodge, and teke care of the
door.” R. W. M. ‘The Senior Deacon’s place in the lodge?” S.
B. ‘At the right hand of the Right Worshipful Master in the east.?
R.W. M. < thank you, brother.” He then gives two raps with
the mallet, and the subordinate officers rise. R. W. M. ‘Your

- duty there, brother Senior?” 8. D. ‘Te wait on the R. W. M.

a

and Wardens, act as their proxy in the active duties of the lodge,
attend to the preparation and introduction of candidates, and wel-
come and clothe all visiting brethren.” R, W, M. ‘The Secre-

“tary’s place in the lodge, Brother Junior? J. D. ¢Atthe left hand

of the Right Worshipful Master in the east.” R.W.M. ‘I thank

. yoy, brother. Your duty there, brother Secretary? Secretary,

- “The better to observe the R. W. Master’s will and pleasure; re-

cord the proceedings of the lodge; transmit the same to the grand

lodge, if required; receive all monies and money bills from the

hands of the brethren, paysthem over to the Treasurer, and take
his receipt for the same’ R. W. M. ¢l he Treasurer’s place in
the lodge?” Sec. 1t the right hand of the R. W. M.’ R. W.
M. I thank you, brother. Your duty there, brother Treasurer?’

- Treasurer. ‘{uly to observe the R. W. Master’s will and plea-

sure; receive all monies and money bills from the bands of the
Secretary; give a receipt for the same; keep a just and trgiRac-

- count of the same; pay them out by the order of the R. M.
- and consent of the brethren.’* R. W. M. ‘The Junior Over-

¥ Supposing that, in the United States, there are 500, red Appr.ens
“tice, 400,000 Master, and 200,000 Royal Arch Mas 0, 10,000 Knights;
and that they all paid the usual fees, for the de, ;. the amount would be-

th: enormous sum of 11,250,000 dollars; the yearly interest of which, at 7
Der ct. is 787,500 dollars; which sum, (2Bowing 100 dollars to each individ~
ual,) would support 7,875 persons. d .. :

. Nuw, I ask, do Masons, by their charities, support this number of poor in

" 1he United 8tates? Do they support one tenth part of that number? Sup-

posing they do; is it necessary to give 10 or 50 dollars, for the privilege of,
contnbuting 1, 5, or 50 dollars masonically? Must the privilege of beng a

- charitable man be bought with gold? How many there are whi hﬁe ren-

attendance on, masonic secrets and ceremonies!  If all the mo;

dered themselves incompetent to hestow charities, by their..
:hé:'d_egrees of Masonry, was applied to charitable purpeses,%
. Y, B 1 &1
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seer's place in the lodge, brother Treasurerl” Treas. At the
right hand of the Junior Warden in the south, Right Worshipful.’
R.W. M. ‘I thark you, brother. Your business there brother
Junior Overseer!’ J. Overseer. “Toinspect all materials brought
up for the building of the temple; approve or disapprove of the
same; and, if approved, pass it on to the venior Uverseer for fur-
ther inspection.” R. W. M. ‘Lhe ..enior Uverseer’s place in
the lodge?’ J. Overseer. ‘At the right hand of the Senior War-
den in the west, . Worshipful.” K. W. M. ‘I thank you, bro-
ther. Your business there, brother enior Overseer’ Senior
Overseer. “To inspect all materials brought up for the building of
the temple; and, if approved, pass it on to the Master Uverseer
at the east gate for further inspection.” R.W.M. “1he Master
Qverseer’s place in the lodge, brather - enior Overseer!” . enior
Overseer. ‘At the right hand of the Right Worshiptul Master in
the east.” R. W. M. ‘1 thank you, brother. Your business
there, brother Master Overseer?’” Master Uverseer. ‘l'o.assist
in the inspection of all materials brought up fof the building of the
temple; and, if d}a’:pproved, to call a coungil of my brother Uver.. -
seers.” R.W. M. ‘ihe Junior Warden’s place in the lodgé,.
brother Master Overseer!” .u. Uverseer. ‘In the south, R. W.>.
R. W. M.  thank you, brother.# 1our business there, brother,
Junior?” . Warden. ‘.s the sun in the south, at high merididn,-
is the beauty and glory of the day; so stands th =i~ ° o
in the south, the better to observe the time; calj

bor to refreshment; superintend them during tl e
see that none convert the hours of refreshmen H
temperance, or excegs; and call them on agai

that the R. W. M. may have honor, and they pl

thereby.” R.W. M. ‘The Senior Warden’s pi r
J. W. ¢n the west, Right Worshipful.” k.
you, brother. Your duty there, brother : enior!’
¢As the sun sets in the west to close the day; sc
jor Warden in the west, to assist the t.ight Wor:
opening and closing the lodge; take ca.e of the

s

o, a

would appear differently; but, it is principally devoted to the erection, of roa-
sonic temjzles,—support of the grand lodges, and for refreshuent for the,
crafts; and, I thmk I may add, for their support in ‘kiunapping and irirders”
(If I had not been informed, from what I believe to be good authority, that
the grand lodge of this state had:recemly, since the abduction of -Morgas, #
appropriated 5000 dollars to the wants-o! the crafts, and had put that sum
into the hands ﬁ a ‘committee,’ to be dispoged of by them as thir judgment
should dictate, having a reference to the.lgdnappers and murderers of Capt-
Morgan, I should not have added ttne last remark.) P
A H2
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plomegdp; see that none be lost; pay the crafi their wages, if any
be. dudy and see that nene go away dissatisfied.” R. W. M.
“The Master's place in the lodgel’ 8. W. ‘In the east, R. Wor-
shipful” R. W. M. ‘Hjs duty there?? 8. W. ¢As the sup ris-
es in the east, to open and adorn the day; so presides the R. W.
M. in the east, to open and adorn his lodge; set his craft to work,
and govern them with good and wholesome laws, or cause the
same to be done.” R, W. M. ‘I thank yeu, brother.’ Gives
three' raps with the mallet, which calls up all the brethren, takes
off his hat, and says, ‘In like manner, so do I, strictly prohibiting
all profane language, private committees,.or any other disorderly
conduct, whereby the peace and harmony of this lodge may be in-
terrupted, while engaged in its lawful pursuits; under no less pen-
alty than the by-laws enjoin, or a majority of the brethren present
may see cause to inflict. Brethren, attend to giving the signs.’
The R. W. M. (all the brethren imitating lim,) extends his left
" arm ftom his body, so as to form an angle of about forty-five de-
grees, and holds his right hand transversely across his left, the
palms ‘thereof about an inch apart. This is d the ﬂrst sign
of 4 Mason—is the sign of distress in the first Jegree, and alludes
{0 the position a candidate’s hands are placed, when he takes the
-obligation of an Entered Appmintice Mason; he then draws his
right hand across his throat, the hand open, with his thumb next
his throat, drops it down by his side. This is called the due-
guard of an Entered Apprentice Mason, and alludes to the penal
part of the obligation. Next he places the palm of his open right
hand upon his left breast, and, at the: same time, throws up his
. left hand, and so extends his leﬁ arm as @ form a nght angle:
s ﬂ'em the shoulder to the elbow it is horizontal; from the elbow
- 16 the tip of the finger it is perpendicular. This is l:Le sign and
_ dwe-guard of a Fellow Craft Mason, and also alludes to the penal
part of the obligations, whid is administered in this degree. Af-
ter this, the R. W, M. draws his right hand across his bgwels,
with "his hand open, and the thumb next his body, and drops it
down by his side. This is the sign, or due-guard, of a Master
- Mas)n, and, like the others, allude to the penalty of this degree.
He then t.hrows up the grand hailing sign of distress: this is giv-
" en’ by raising both hands and arms, to the elbow, perpendlcularly,
one on each side of the head, thé elbows forming a square, his
arms then drop by his side; he then clutches the third and little
fingers of his right, hand, with his thumb extends, at the same
tine, his middle and, for ers, brings up his hend in such a
inanner as to have the' the middle finger touch the rim. of
the right ear, then lets it drop, and, as it falls, brings the ou@ﬁtd
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side of the little finger of the left hand, across the wrigg of the
right, then lets them fall by his sides. This is the sign, ot due-
guard, of a Mark Master Mason, and also alludes to the penal
part of the obligation in this degree. Here it is proper to remark,
that, in the opening of any lodge of Masons, they commence giv-
ing the signs of an Kntered Apprentice, and go through ell the
signs of the different degrees, in regular gradation, until they ar-
rive to the one which they are opening, and commence at the sign
of the degree in which they are at work, and descend to the last
when closing.  After going through all the signs, as above de-
scribed, the R. W. M. the ledge opened, in the follow-
ing manner:—I now declare this lodge of Mark Master Masons
duly opened for the despatch of business;’ the Senior Warden de-
clares it to the Junior Warden, and he to the brethren. The R.
‘W. M. then repeats a charge: ‘Wherefore, brethren, lay aside all
malice and guile,” &c. &c. (Monitor, page 76.) .

The lodge being opened and ready for business, the R. W. M.
directs the Secretary to read the minutes of the last meeting, which
generally brings tet:riew the business of the present. If there arc
any candidates to be brought forward, that is generally the first
business. A Master Mason, wishing for further light in Mason-
* 1y, sends a petition to the chapter; nd requests to be advanced to
the honorary degree of Mark Master Mason; it there is no seri-.
ous objection to the petition, it is entered on the minutes, and a
. committee of several appointed to inquire into his character and.

report to the next regular communication; at that time, i the com-,
- mittee report in his favor, and no serieus objection is made against
him otherwise, a mogjon is made that the ballot pass; if carried,
the Deacons pass the ballot boxes: these boxes are the same as
in the preceding degrees. When the balls are received, the. box
is presented to the Right Worshipful Master, Senior-and Junier,
Wardens. R. W. M. ‘Clear in the west, brother benlprl” 8.
W. Clear, R. W R. W. M. ‘Clear in the south, brother Jun-
ior’  J. W. Llear, Right Worshipful.” R. W M. says, ‘Clear
in the east.” This being the case, the candidate is accepted; but;
if there is one black ball in that end of the box which has tho
white tube, and the Senior \Waien pronouncing ‘not clear,” all
stop, and inquiry is made, and the ballot passes again; and, il
blacked a third time, the candidate is rejected. It being other-
wise, the Senior Deacon, who is the candidate’s conductor, pass- -
es out of the lodge into the adjoining room,where the epndidate
is in waitinggand there the conductorig furnished with z gmall ob-
long square, six inches long—the®andidate is presented with 2
large white marble key stone, weighing, probably, twenty gounds,
- i E
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and is gptiered, by his conductor, to take it by the little end, be-
tween his first and second fingers and thumb of his right hand.—
The door is then opened without ceremony, and they pass direet-
ly to the Junior Overseer’s station at the south gate, which is no-
thing more than the Junior Warden’s seat, and the conductor gives
four raps, with his block of timber, on a pedestal in front of the
Junior Overseer’s station. J. 0. ‘Who comes herel” Con-
ductor. ‘T'wo brother Fellow Crafts, with materials for the tem-
ple.” J. O ‘Have you a specimen of your labor?” Conductor.
‘Thave.” J. 0. ‘Presentit.” 'The conductor then presents the
piece of timber before described; the Junier Overseer receives it,
and applies a small, trying square to its different angles, and 4hey
agreeing with the angles of the- square, he says, ‘[his is good
work, square work, such work as we are authorized to receive.’
Returns the block of timber, and turning his eye upon the candi- .
date, asks, ‘Who is this you have with you!” Uonductor ‘A bro-
ther Fellow Craft.’ J. O. ‘Have you a specimen of your labor?’
Can. ‘Ihave’ J.O. ‘Presentit.” The candidate then presents
the key stone; the Junior Overseer receives iy and applies his
square to all its angles, and they not agreeing with the angles of
the square, he says, ‘What have you here, brother! this is neither
an oblong nor a square, neither has it the regular mark of the oraft-
upon it, but frem its singular form and beauty I am unwilling to
reject it; pass on to the Senior Overseer at the west gate, for fur-
ther inspection.” ‘i'hey then pass on to the »enior Uverseers
station at the west gate, which is the Senior Warden’s seat, and
gives tour raps, as before, on the pedestal which stands in front
-of the senior Uverseer. 3. 0. ‘Who comesherel’ Con. “I'wo
brother Fellow Crafts, with materials for the temple.’ 8. O.
‘Have you a specimen of your labor?” Con ‘I have.’ 8. O.
‘Present it’ The conductor, as before, presents the block of
timber; the Senior Overseer applies his square to it, and finding
it agrees with the angles of his square, says, “Lhis is good work,
square work, such work as we are authorized to receive: who is
this you have with you!” Con. ‘A brother Fellow Lraft’ 5. O.
‘Have you a specimen of your labor?” Can. ‘I have.’ 8. 0.
‘Present it.” The candidate theh presents the key stone, and he
applieb it, but not fitting, he says, “I'his is neither an oblong nor a
square, neither has it the regular mark of the craft uponit; it is a
curious wrought stone, and on account of its singuler form and
beauty, I am unwilling to reject it: pass on to the Master Uver-
seer at the east gate, for further inspection.” Thegn pass to his
station at the east gate, and 8tve four raps. ‘Master Overseer.
“Who comes here?” Conductor. “Two brethren Fellow Urafisy
with their materials for the temple.” M. Overseer. ‘Have' you
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specimen of your laborl’ Con. ‘I have.’ M. Overseer. ‘Pre-
sent it.” 'The conductor presents his billet of wood te him, and
he applies his square to it, and, like the other Overseers, says,
“This is good work, square work, such work as we are authorized
to receive: who is this you have with youl’ Cenductor. ‘A bro-
ther Fellow Craft.” M. Overseer. ‘Have you a specimen of your
labor?” Can T have’ M. O. ‘Presentit’ (It ought here to
be remarked, that, when the candidate is presented with the key
stone, and takes it between his thumb and two fingers, it hangs
suspended by his side, and he is requested to carry his work
plumb; and the conductor taking good care to see that he does
it, by the time he arrives at the Master Overseer’s station at the
east gate, and when the Master Overseer says, ‘present it,’ the
candidate is extremely willing to hand over the key stone to him
for inspection; for, by this time, it becomes very painful to hold
" any longer the stone which be has in charge.) The Master Over-
seer having received the key stone, he applies his square to the
different angles of it, and being found not to be square, he, like
the other Overseers, says, “'1 his is neither an oblong nor a square,
neither bas it the regular mark of the craft'upon it.’ He then
looks sternly upon the candidate, and demands, ‘Is this your
work?” Can ‘Itisnot’ M. Overseer. ‘Is this your markl’
Can: ‘Itis not” M. O. ‘Where did you get it!’ Can. ‘I pick-
ed it up in the quany.” M. O. ‘Picked it up in the quarry? L‘h!s
“explains the matter: what! been loitrring away your time fiis
whole week, and now brought up another man’s work to inupose
upon the Grand Overseers! this deserves the severest punish-

ment. (Motions the candidate to stand aside.) Brothers up- .-

ior and Senior Overseers, here is work brought up for inspection
which demands a council.” The Junior, Senior, and Master
Overseers then assemble in council. M. Overseer, presenting
the stone, ‘Lid a Fellow (raft present this to you for inspection,
brothér Junior?’ J. Overseer. - ‘A Fellow  raft came to my. of
fice and presented this stone for inspection; | exan.ined it, and
found it was neither an oblong nor a square, nar neither had it the
- regular mark of the craft upon it; but, on account of its singular
form and beauty, I was unwilling tq reject it, and ordered it to
the Senior OQverseer at the west gate, for further inspection.” M.
Overseer. ‘Brother Sepior, wag this stone presented to you for
inspection?”  Senior Qverseer. ‘It was: | know of no use for it
in the temple: I tried it with the square, and observed it was nei-
ther an oblong nor a square, peither bad it the regular mark of the
craft upon it; but, on account of its singular form and beauty, 1
was unwilling to reject it, and, therefore, directed it to-the Mastet.

~
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Overseer at the east gate, for further inspection.’ M. Overseer.
‘It was'also presented to me for inspection; but I do not know of
any use which it can be in the building.” Sen. Overseer. ‘I know
of no use for it.” Jun. Overseer. ‘I know of no use for it.” M.
Overseer. ‘Brother Senior, what shall we do with it’ 8. Over-
seer. ‘Heave it over among the rubbish.” The Master and Sen-
ior Overseers then take the stone between them, and, after wav-
ing it backward and forward four times, they heave it over in such
a manner that the one letting go while the stone is arriving at the .
highest point, it brings the store in a quarterly direction over the
other’s left shoulder: the Junior Overseer, being stationed in a
suitable position, at this moment receives the stone, and carries
it away into the preparation room. R. W M. ¢Brother Senior
Warden, assemble the craft to receive wages.” At this command
the brethren all arise, and form a procession single file; the can-
didate is placed at the head of the procession, and when station-
ed, is told, that ‘the last shall be first, and the first, last” 'The
procession being formed, they commence singing the following
song: ‘Mark Masters all appear,” &c. (see Monitor, page 823)
and, at the same time, commence a circular march (against the -
course of the sun,) around the room, giving all the signs during
their march, beginning with that of “ntered Apprentice, and end-
ing at that of Mark Master. They are given in the following
manner: the first revol:tion each brother, when opposite the R.
W, M. gives the first sign in Viasonry. ‘The secon.! revolution,
when opposite the Master, the second; and so on, until they give
all the signs to that of Yiark Viaster. While the ceremony is go-
ing on in the lodge, the Senior Grand Warden procures a suffi-
cient number of cents and passes into the preparation room, and
opens a lattice window in the door which communicates to the
lodge room, and when the craftsmen arrive to the Mark Master
Mason’s sign, each one of them, in their last revolution, puts his
hand through the window in the door and gives a token, (this 1s
given by shutting the third and little fingers, extending the fore
and middle fingers, and placing the thumb over them in a suita-
ble manner to receive the penny, or cent;) and receives a penny, .
or cent, from the S. G. W. Matters are so timed in the march,
that when they come to that part of the song which says, ‘cau-
tion them to beware of the right hand,’ it comes the turn of the
candidate to put his hand through the aperture of the door, and:
receive his penny; but not being able to give the token, he is de-
tected as an impostor, and the 8. G. W. instead of giving him
his penny, seizes him by the hand and draws his arm full length -
through the door, and holds him securely, exclaiming, at the same :




LIGHT ON MASONRY. 95

time, ‘an impostor! an impostor’’ Others who are in the room
with the S. G. W. cry out, *Chop of his hand! chop off his hand?’
At this moment, the conductor steps to the eandidate and iater-
cedes warmly in his behalf. Con. ‘Spare him! spare him!” 8.
G. Warden. ‘He is an impostor. He has attempted to receive
wages without being able to give the tohen. 1 he penalty must
be inflicted.” Con. ‘He is a brother Fellow ( raft, and on con-.
dition that you will release him, 1 will be responsible that he shall
be taken hefore the Right Worsbipful Master, where all the cir-
cumstances shall be made known; and, if he coudemns him, I
will see that the penalty is inflicted.” >. G. Warden. ‘On these
conditions, I release him.” 'The candidate is released, and tak-
en before the R. W. Master. Con. ‘This young Fellow Craft
has brought up work for inspection, which was not his own, and
has sttempted to receive wages for it; he was detected at the
Senior Grand Warden’s apartment as an impostor, and I became
responsible, on condition of his release, that he should appear
before the R. W. and if, after a fair trial, you should pronounce
him guilty, that I should see the penalty of an impostor inflicted
upon him.> R. W. M. ‘Brother Junior Overseer, did this man
bring np work to your station for inspection?’ J. Overseer. ‘He
did. Tinspected it, and observed that it was neithér an oblong
por a square, ngither had it the regular mark of the craft upon
it; but, on account of its singular form and beauty, 1 was unwil-
ling to reject it; therefore, I ordered it passed to the Senior Over-
seer’s station at the west gate, for further inspection” R. W,
M. ‘Brother Senior Overseer, did this young man bring up work.
to you for inspection?” 8. O. ‘He did; and I, for similar rea--
sons offered by brother Junior Overseer, was unwilling to reject’
it, and ordered it passed on to the Master Overseer at the east
gate, for further inspection.” R. W. M. ‘Brother Master Over-
seer, did this young man bring up work to you for inspection?’
‘He did. 1inspected the work, and observed that it was neither ’
an oblong nor a square, neither had it the regular mark of ‘the
craft upon it: Ithen asked him if it was his work. He admitted
that it was not. T asked him where he got it; he said he pick-
ed’it up in the quarry. I rebuked him severely for his atiempt
to impose upon the Grand Overseers, and for loitering away his
time and then bringing up another man’s work for inspection. 1
then called a council of my brother Overseers, and we, knowing
no use for the work, hove it over among the rubbish.” R, W. M.
‘Senior Grand Warden, did the young man attempt to rgceive
wages at your apartmentl’ S. G, W. ‘He did, and I detected
him as an impostor, and was about to inflict the penalty, but the .
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«conductor beceming responsible, that, if I would release him, he
‘would see the impostor taken before the R. W. and, if found
guilty, that the penalty should be'inflicted. I released him.’ R.
W. M. ‘Young man, it appcars that you have been loitering away
your time this whole week, and have now brought up another
man’s work for inspection, to impose upon the Grand Overseers,
.and what is more, you have attempted to receive wages for labor
which you never performed: conduct like this deserves prompt
punishment. 'The penalty of an impostor is that of having his
-right hand-chopped of. This young man appears as though he
‘deserved a better fate, and as though he might be serviceable in
the building of the temple. Are you a Fellow Craft}’ Can. ‘I
am’ R.W.M. “Can you give us any proof of it Candidate
gives'the sign of a Fellow Craft. R. W. M. ‘Heisa Fellow
Craft. Have you ever been taught how to ieceive wagesl’
Candidate. ‘I have not.” R. W. M. ‘This serves, in a measure,
to mitigate his crime. If you are instructed how to receive wa-
ges, will you do better in future, and never again attempt to im-
pose on the Grand Overseers, and, above all, never attempt to
receive wages for labor which you never performed?’ Candi-
date. ‘I will.” R. W. M. ‘The penalty is remitted” The can-
didate is then taken into the preparation room, and divested of
his outward apparel, and all money and valuaiffes; his hreast
bare, and a cable-tow four times round his body: in which con-
dition he is conducted to the door, when the conductor gives
four distinet knocks, upon the ‘hearing of which, the Senior
Warden says to the R. W. ‘While we are peaceably at work on
the fourth degree of Masonry, the door of our lodge appears to
be alarmed.” R. W. M. ‘Brother Junior, see the cause of that
alarm.” The J. W. then steps to the door and answers the alarm
by four knocks, the conductor and himself each giving another;
the door is then partly opened, and the Junior Warden then asks,
‘Who comes there?”  Conductor. ‘A worthy brother, who has
been regularly initiated as an Entered Apprentice, served a pro-
per time as such; passed to the degree of Fellow Craft; raised
to the sublime degree of a Master Mason; and now wishes fur-
ther light in Masonry, by being advanced to the more honorable
degree of Mark Master Mason.’ J. W. ‘Is it of his own free
will and accord he makes this request?” Conductor. ‘Itis.’ J.
W. ¢Is he duly and truly prepared?” Conductor, ‘He is.’ J.
W. ‘Has he wrought in the quarry, and exhibited specimens of
hig skill in the preceding degrees?” Conductor. ‘He has.’ J.
W. ‘By what further right, or benefit, does he expect to obtain
this favor” Con. ‘By the benefit of a pass word.’ J. W.



LIGHT ON MASONRY. 9

‘Has he a pass word?’ Con. ‘Hehas not, but I have it for him.’
J. W. ‘Give it me.” Conductor whispers in his ear, ‘JOPPA.
J. W, ‘The pass word is right. You will let him wait until R.
W. M. is made acquainted with his request, and his answer re-
turned.’ The Junior Warden returns him to the R. W. M.
where the same questions are asked and answers returned, as at
the door. The R. W. M. then says, ‘Since he comes endowed
with the necessary qualifications, lethim enter in the name of the
Lord, and take heed on what he enters. (Previous to the can-
didate’s entering, one of the brethren who is best qualified for
the station, is selected and furnished with an engraving chisel
and mallet, and placed near the door, so that when the candidate
enters, it is on the edge of an engraving chisel, under the pres-
sure of the mallet, As this is the business of no particular offi-
cer, we have, for convenience, styled him executioner.) Bro-
ther, it becorses my duty to put a mark on you, and such a one,

* too, as you will probably carry to your grave.” Places the edge

of the chisel near his left breast, and makes several motions with
the mallet, as though he was about to strike upon the head of the
chisel. Executioner. ‘This is a painful undertaking; 1 do nat
feel able to perform it, R W.; (turping to the R. W. M.) this
task is too painful; I feel that I cannot perform it: I wish the R.
W. would selc® some other brother to perform it in my stead.”
R. W. M. ‘I know the task is unpleasant, and a painful one;
but as you have undertaken to perform it, unless some other bro-
ther will velunteer his service and take your place, you must pro-
ceed’ Executioner. ‘Brother, (calling the name,) will you vol-
unteer your service, and take my placel” Brother. ‘I cahnot
consent to do it;> (after several solicitations and refusals.) Ex-
ecutioner. ‘R. W. no brother feels willing to volunteer his ser-
viced, and 1 declare I feel unwilling and unable to perform it.!
. W. M. ¢As no brother feels disposed to take your station, it

- becomes your duty to perfurm it yourself.” Executicner, (tak-
ing his station,) ‘Brethren, support the candidate; (several take
hold of the candidate:) brother, (naming some physician, or sur-
geon,) will you assistl’ Doctor, (stepping up,) ‘Brethren, it .
becomes necessary that we have a bowl, or some other vessel,
to receive the blood” A bowl is presented, having the appear-
ance of blood upon it, and is held in a suitable position to receive
the blood; the surgeonplaces his fingers on the left breast of the
candidate, and gives counsel where it would be adviseable to in-
flict the wound. The executioner then places the edge of the
chisel near the spot, and draws back the mallet, and while mak-
ing several false motions, slays, ‘Operative Masons make use of
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the engraving chisel and mallet to' cut, hew, carve, and indent
their work; but we, as Free and Accepted Masons, make use of
them for a more noble apd glorieus purpose;—we use them to
cut. hew, carve, and indent the mind;’ giving, at the instant the
Jast word is pronounced, a severe blow with the mallet upon the
kead of the chisel, without the least injury to the candidate.* The
candidate is then conducted four times round the lodge, and each
time, as he passes the station of the Master, Senior, and Junior
‘Wardens, they each give one loud rap with their mallet; the
Master, in the mean time, reads the following passages of -crip-
ture—Psalm cxviii. 22. ‘The stone which the builders refused is
become the head stone of the corner.” Matt. xxi. 42." ‘Did ye
never read in the scriptures, the stone whieh-the builders reject-
ed, the same is become the head of the corner?” Luke xx. 17.
* “What is this, then, that is written: The stone which the builders.
rejected, the same is become the head of the cormer?”  Acts’iv.
11. “This is the stone wkich was set at nought of you builders,
which is become the head of the corner.’ The reading of them
i8 so timed. as to be completed just as the candidate arrives at 1
the Junior Warden’s post; here he stops, and the same questions
are asked and answers returned, as at the door; the same pass-
es at the Senior Warden and Master, who orders the candidate |
to be conducted back to the Senior Warden in%he west, by him '
to be taught to approach the east, by four upright regular steps,
his feet forming a square, and body erect at the altar; the candi-
date then kneels and receives the obligation, as follows:—

“I, A B, of my own free willand accord, in presence of Al-
mighty God, and this Right Worshipful Lodge of Mark Master
Masons, do hereby and hereon, in addition to my former obliga-
tions, most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I
will not give the degree of 8 Mark Master Mason to any one of
an inferior degree, nor to any other person in the known wor .
except it be to a true and lawful brother, or brethren, of this det¥o™ .
gree; and not unto him nor unto them, whom I shall hear so to  ~~

- be, birt unto him and them only, whom I shall find so to be, after
strict trial and due examination, or lawful information given:
Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will support the '
constitution of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the

.

* This is supposed to be the most interesting | of the degree; and is
made 3o, by the pains taken to frighten the candidate, If the floor, bowl,
chisel, and mallet are bespattered with blood, or something which resembles
it, and the ‘executioner’ acts his part well, “the candidate must necessarily
“feel very uneasy during the ceremony:~This generally gives great satisfac-
tion to the brotherhoed, and is often the subject of their secret discourse foi=
weeks afterwards, ’
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United States of America, dlso the Grand Royal Arch Chapter

of this State, under which this lodge is held, and conform to all

the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this or any other lodge of
Mark Master Masons, of which I may at any time hereafier be-
come a member: Furthermore, do 1 promise and swear, that I
will obey all regular signs and summons given, handed, sent, ox
thrown to me from the haud of a brother Mark Master Magon,

or from the body of a just and legally constituted lodge of swch,

! provided it be within the length of my cable tow: Furthermore,
¢ do | promise and swear, that I will not wrong this lodge, ora
brother of this degree, to the value of his wages, (or cne penny)
myself, knowingly, nor suffer it to be done by others if in my
power to prevent it:* Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that
I will not sell, swap. barter, or exchange my mark, which I shall
[ hereatter choose, nor send it a second time to pledge until it is
. lawfully redeemed frem the first: Furthermore, do I promise and
swear, that I will receive' a brother’s mark when offered to me
requesting a favor, and grant him his request if in my power;
and if it is not in my power to grant his request, 1 will return him
his mark with the value thereof, which is half a shekel ot silver,
or quarter of a dollar. To all of which I do most solemnly
and sincerely promise and swear, with a fixed and steady pur-
pose of mind in me, to keep and perform the same, binding my-
self under no less penalty, than to have my right ear swote offy
that | may forover be unable to hear the ward, and my right band
chopped off, as the penalty as an impostor, if I should ever prové
wilfully guilty of violating. any part of this my solemn oath, or
obligation, of a.Mark ﬁ%ter Mason. So help me God; and
make me steadfast to keep and perform the same.” ‘‘Detach

. ,» Yyour hand and kiss the book.” — .
“~ + The Master then produces the same key stone, concernmag
- “which, so much has already been said; and says to the candidate;

. ‘we read in a passage of scripture,’ Rev. ii. 17. ‘o him that
“-.overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, und will give
him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which

no man knoweth save him that receiveth it.” *He then pressats

the stone to the candidate and says, ‘I now present you with
white stone, on which is written a new name; we give the words

that form this circle; (the letters are so engraved on the stone ag

to form a circle:) the initials are H. 1. W. 8. 8. T. K. 8.~ Hi-

ram Tyran, Widow’s Son, sent to King Solomon. These placed

in this form were the mark of our Grand Master, Hiram Abiff.

At present they are used as the general mark of this degree, and.

in the centre of them each brother places his own individua?
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mark.” The stone is then removed and the candidate still re-
mains on his knees at the altar, the Master then " takes the jewel
containing his mark from his neck and presents it to the candid-
ate—requests of him some favor, such as the loan of five, ten, or
twenty dollars. The candidate having left all his money and
valuables in the preparation room, answers, ‘F cannot do it; I
" have no money about me:’ and offers to return the mark to the
Mdster, but he refuses to take it, and says to the candidate, ‘have
you not just sworn that you will receive a brother Mark Master’s
mark when offered to you, requesting a favor, and if not in your
power to grant the favor, you would return him his mark with the
value of it! Is this the way you mind your obligations! Here L
‘presented my mark with a request for a small favor; you say you
scannot grant it, and offer to return-my mark alone! Where is the
squarter of a dollar you have sworn to return with it?’ The can-*
didate, much embarrassed, answers, ‘I cannot do even that. 1
have no money about me. It was all taken from me in the prep-
aration room.” The Master asks, ‘are you quite sure you have
mnonel’” Candidate answers, ‘I am; it is all in the other room.’
Master, ‘you have not examined; perhaps some friend has, in
Pity to your destitute situation, supplied you with that amount un-
%known to yourself: feel in all your pockets, and if you find, after
- &’thorough search, that you have really none, we shall have less
__Teason to think that you meant wilfully to violate your obligation.’
“"The candidate examines his pockets and finds a quarter of a dol-
Jar, which some brother had slily placed there; this adds not a
ittle to his embarrassment; he protests he had no intention of
«oncealing it; really supposed he had none about him, and hands
it to the Master, with his mark. The Master receivesitand says
1o the candidate, ‘Brother, lot this scene be a striking lesson to
you; should you ever hereafter have a- mark presenied you by
a worthy brother, asking a favor; before you 'deny him, make dil-
igent search, and be quite sure of your inability to serve him;
perhaps you will then find, as in the present instance, that some
unknown person has befriended you, and you are really in a bet-
ter situation than You think yourself.’ The candidgte then rises
and is made acquainted with the grips, words, and signs of this
degree. 'The pass-grip of this degree is made by extending the
right arms and clasping the fingers of the right hands, as one
‘would naturally do to assist another up a steep ascent; the pass-
word is ‘Joppa;’ the real grip is made by lotking the little fin-
gers,of the right hand, bringing the knuckles together, placing
the ends of the thumbs against each other; the word is, ‘Mark
wef.;’ Thesigns have been described.  After the grips; words,
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and signs are given and explained,(see lectures,) the Master says,
‘Brother, 1 now present you with the tools of a Mark Mastar,
(here he points them outin the carpet, or in the chart,) which are
the chisel and mallet; they are thus explained; the chisel morally
demonstrates the advantages of discipline and education; the
mind, like the diamond in its original state, is rude and unpolish-
ed, but as the effect of the chisel on the external coat, soon, pre-
sents to view the latent beauties of the diamond, so education
-discovers the latent beauties of the mind, and draws them forth
to range the large field of matter and space, to display the sum-
mit.of human knowledge, our duty to God and man. “The mal-
let morally teaches to correct irregularities, and to reduce man te

a proper level; so that by quiet deportment, he may, in the school

of discipline, learn to be content. What the mallet is to the
workmen, enlightened reason is to the passions; it curbs ambition,
it depresses envy, it moderates anger, and it encourages good
dispositions, whence arises among good masons that comely order,

‘Which nothing earthly gives, or can destro

«
The soul’s calm sunshine, and the henrtliit joy.

The W. Master then delivers the following charge to the can-

didate, which completes the ceremony of advancement to this
degree. (For the charge, see Monitor.) :

CEREMONY OF CLOSING A LODGE OF MARK MASONS.

Rd

The Worshipful Master says, ‘Brotl o4 e
semble the brethren, and form a proces
closing the lodge.” The brethren then ¢
a circular march, singing the song. ‘Mai
{see Webb’s Monitor, page 82,) with the
cribed in another part of thiy degree. A:
ed, the brethren compare the wages they
ing that all bave received alike, (one pe
to murmur among themselves, some

" eught to have more, as they have done al
throw down ¢heir wages upon the altar, «
be dealt justly with, they will haven
Master calls to order, and demands the
Some brother answers, ‘Worshipful, we's
manner of paying the workmen; for w
done nothing, and even the candidate jusi
as much as we, who have borne the heat s
.Master says, ‘it is perfectly right.I? Bro

2

{
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—it i§ very unreasonable ° Master. ‘Hear what thd law says on
this subject.” He then reads the following parable, Mat. xx. 1,
16: ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like unto 3 man that isa
householder, which went out early in the morning to hire labor-
ers into his vineyard. And when he bad agreed with the labor-
ers for a penny a day, he sentthem into his vineyard. And he -
went out about the third hour, and saw others standing idle in the
marKet-place, and said unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard;
and whatsoever is right, I will give you. And they went their
way. Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did
likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went out, and found
others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all
. the day idle? they say unto him; Because no man hath hired us.
He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and whatso-
" ever is right, that shall ye receive. So when even was come,
. the lord of the vineyard said unto his steward, call the laborers,
and give them their. hire, beginning from the last unto the first.
And when they came that were hired about the eleventh hour,
they received every man a penny. But when the first came,
they supposed that they should have received more: and they
_likewise received every man a penny. And when they had re-
-¢eived it, they murmured against the good man of the house,
“saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast
anade them equal unto us, which have borne the burden and heat
of the day. But he answered one of thetn, and said, Friend, I
do thee no wrong: didst thou not agreeawith me for a penny?
. Talke that thine is, and go thy way: I wilt give unto this last
" even as unto thee. Is it not lawful ¥& me to d» what I will with
auine own? Is thine eye evil because I am good? So the last
. ghall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few chos-
en.” (Wae leave it for the public to judge, with what consistency
&ing Solomen in his day, could introrﬁuce‘.} passage of the New
‘Testament, written long after, to settle a dispute arising among
his wotkmen, They will observe that many passages of the
New Testameat are introduced in this and the foltowing degrees,
pretended to have been orgapized at the building of the temple.
We .make Lo comments.) The brethren then d¥clare them-
selves satisfied; the signs are given from Mark Master .down te
?i. Entered Apprentice, and the Master declares the lodge clos-

k]
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Lectures on the 4th, or Mark Master's degree.
SECTION FIRST. N

Q. Are.you a Mark Master Mason? . I am; try me.
Q. By what will you be tried? . By the engraving chisel and
mallet,  @. Why by the engraving chisel and mallet! 4. Be-
cause they are the proper masonic implements of this degree.
Q. On what the degree founded? 4. On a certain key
stone which belonged to the principal arch of king Solomon’s
temple. Q. Who formed this key stone? 4. Our worthy
Grand Master, Hiram Abiff. Q. What were the preparatory
steps relative to your advancement to this degree! A I was
caused to represent one of the Fellow Craft, at the building of
‘king Solomon’s temple, whose custom it was, on the eve of ev-
ery sixth day, to carry up their work for inspection, Q. Why
was you caused to represent these Fellow Crafts? /. Because,
our worthy Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, had completed this key
stone, agreeable to the original plan, and before he zave orders
to have it carried up to the temple, was slain by three ruffians, as
alreudy represented in the preceding degrees; and it so happen-
ed that on the eve of a certain sixth day, as the craft were carry-
ing up work for inspection, a young Fellow Craft discovered this
stone in the quarry, and from its singular form and beauty, sup-
posed it belonged to.some part of the temple, carried it up for

inspection. @ Who inspected it? A. The Grand Overseers,

placed at the east, west, and south gates. Q. How did they in- ~
spect it? 4. On its being presented to the Junior Overseer at

" the south gate, he observed that it was neither an oblong or a

squage, neither bad it the regular mark of a craft upon it; but
from its singular form and beauty was unwilling iant 't ther-

fore ordered it to be passed to the Senior Over

gate, for further inspection; who, for similar re

to pass to the Master Overseer at the east gate

sultation with bis brother Overseers, and they

fore, that it was neither an oblong or square,

regular mark of the craft upon it; and neithe

Mark Master Masons, supposed it of ro use in

hove it over among the rubbish. @. How ma

were there engaged at the building of the tem

thousand. Q. Were not the Master Overseer. e v,
posed upen by receiving bad work from the hands of such a vast
number of workmen? 4. They were not. Q. How was this
imposition prevented? 4. By the wisdom of king Solomon,

w o
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" _“pared; worthy and well qualified; had wrought in-thé quarries,
" "and exhibited specimens of my skill and proficieiicy ju’ the pre-

_ this favor. Q. Your answer! 4. By ibe Yendl
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who wisely ordered, that the craftsmen who worked, should
choose him a particular mark and place it upon all his work; by
‘which it was knawn und distinguished when carried up to the
building, and if approved, to receive wages. Q. What was the
wages of & Fellow Craft! /. A penny a day. @ Who paid
the craftsmen! 4. The Senior Grand Warden. Q. Was not
the Senior Grand Warden liable to be imposed upon by impos-
tors, in paying off sdch a vast number of workmen? A. He
was not. Q. How was this imposition prevented! 4. By the
wisdom of king Solomon, who alse ordered that every craftsman
applying to receive wages, should presunt his right hand through
a lattice window of the door of the Junior Grand Warden’s
apartment, with a copy of his mark in the' paim thereof, at the
same time giving a token. Q. What was that token? (This’
was before explained.) Q. What did it allude to? A. To the
manuner of.receiving wages; it was also to distinguish a true
craftsman, froin an impostor. Q. Whet is the penalty on an im-
postor? A. To have his right hand chopp d off.

SECTION BECOND.

Q. Where was you prepared to be made a Mark Master Ma-

. Ben? A. In the room adjoining the body of a just and lawfully

Constituted lodge of such, duly assenibled in a room, or place,

‘vepresenting a work shop that was erected near the ruins of king
- Solomon’s temple. Q. How was you prepared? .. By being

divested of my outward apparel and ali money; my breast bare,
with a cable tow four times about my body; in which situation I
‘was conducted to the deor of a lodge, where I gave four distinct

knocks. @ What do these four distinct knocks allude to? 4.

To the fourth degree of Masonry; it being that on which 1 was
about to enter. @. What was said to you from without? A,
Who comes there! Q. Your answer?! 4. A worthy brother,
wht has been regularly initiated as an Entered Apprentice, serv-

" ed a proper time as such; passed to the Fellow Craft; raised to

the sublime degree of a Master Mason; and now wishes further
light in Masonry, by being advasced t- the more honorable de-

-». gree of a Mark Master Mason. Q. What furthér was said to
2 ¥ou from within?' A 1 was asked if it was of my own free will

-and accord, I made this request; it 1 was duly and truly pre-

(3

ceding degrees; all of which, being answered: in‘the: (il
Y was asked by what further right, or benefit, T expecid§

gy 3

!
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word. - Q. What was that pass word? 4. Joppa. Q. What
did it allode to? -.A. The city of Joppa, the place where the
materials were landed, for building king Solomon’s temple, after
being prepared in the forost of Lebanon, and carried there on
floats, (by sea.) (Masonic tradition inforws us, that the banks
of this place are so perpendicular, that it was impossible to as-
cend them without assistance from above, which was effected by
brethren stationed there, with this strong grip; [this has been ex-
plained,] which, together with the word Joppa, has since been
adopted as a proper pass to be given before eatering any well
regulated lodge of Mark Master Masons.) Q. What further
was said to you from within? 4. I was bid to wait till the Right
Worshipful Master in the east, was made acquainted with my
request, and his auswer returned. Q. When his answer was re-
turned, what followed? .. I was caused to enter the lodge.
- Q. On what did you enter! 4. On the edge of the engraving
chisel, under the pressure of the mallet, which was to’ demon-
strate the moral precepts of this degree, and make a deep and
lasting impression on my mind and conscience. Q. How was
you then disposed of? . Iwas conducted four times regularly
round the lodge, and halted at the Junior Warden’s in the south,
where the same questions were asked, and answers returned as
at the door. Q. How did the Junior Warden dispose of you?
A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Senior Warder in the

west, where the same questions were asked and the same an- - -
swers returned, as before. Q. How did the Senior Warden die- ." -

pose of you! A. He ordered me to be conducted to the Right
Worshipful Master in the east, where the same questions were:
asked and answers returned, as before; who likewise demanded
of me, from whence I came, and whither I was travelling. @
- Your answer! 4. From the west, and travelling to the east.

Q. Why do you leave the west, and travel to the east? .4, In v

search of light. Q. How did the Right Worshipful Masterdis-
pose of you! .A. He ordered me to be conducted back to the
west, from whence I came, and put in the care of ‘the - Senior
Warden, who taught me how to approach the east, the place of
light; by advancing upon four upright regular steps, to the fousth .
step, my feet forming a square, and nly body erect at the altar}-
. before the Right Worshipful Master. Q." What did the Right
‘Worshipful Master do with you? 4. He made a Mark Master
Mason of ‘me. Q. How?! .A. In due form. Q. What was -
that due form? . 4. Both knees bent, they forming a square, both
my hands op gac holy bible, square, and compass, my body being
orect;’ in whidl posture I took upon me the solemn oath,.or obli-
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' gation of a Magk Master Mason. Q. Have you that oath, or

-

obligation? 4. I'have. Q. Will you giveit me? A I will,
with your assistance. (Here, as in the preceding degree, you
repeat, after the Right Worshipful Master, I, A B. &c. See
obligation, page 98.) Q. After your oath, or obligation, what
follows? . Information was brought that the temple was al-
mest completed, but the craft was all in confusion for want of a
certain key stone, which none of them had been instrumental to
make. @. What followed? 4. King Solomon believing in
confidence, that our worthy Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, had
completed this key stone agreeable to the original plan, ordered
inquiry to be made among the Master Overseers, if a stone bear-
ing a particular mark had been presented to them for inspection;
aud on inquiry being made, it was found that there had. Q. .

* What followed? 4. King Solomon ordered search to be made

for the stone, when it was found, and afterwards applied to its in-
tended use . @. What color was the stone! . White.
Q. What did it allude to? 2. To a passage in scripture, where
it says; “To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden
manua, and I wiil give him a white stone, and in the stone a new
pame written, which ne man knoweth saving him that receiveth.’
Q@ What was that new name? 4. The letters on the stone and the

‘initials of the words for which they stand, viz—H. T W. 8. 8.

T. K. 8. Q. Of what use is this new name to you in Masonry?

s, It-was the original nrark of ‘our worthy Grand Master, Hiram

Abiff, and is the general mark of this degree, and the letters
form the circle, in the centre of which, every brother of this de-
gree places his particular mark, to which his obligation alludes.
€. What followed? 4. I was more [ully instructed withthe se-
crets of this degree. Q. Of what do they consist! 4. Of signs
and tokens. Q. Have you asign? 4. I have. Q. Whatisit
called? 4. Heave over. Q. What does it allude to? A, To
the manner of heaving over work that the Overseers said was un-
fit for the temple; also, the manner the key stone was hove over.
@, Have you any other sign? /. I bave, (at the same time
aiving it.) Q. What is that! 4. The due-guard of a Mark
Master Mason. Q What does it allude to? . To the penal-,
ty of my obligation; whiclt is, that my right ear should be smote
off, that I might forever be unable to hear the word, and my right
hand be chopped off, as the penalty of an impostor;’if. I should
ever prove wilfully guilty of revealing any part of-my. obligation.
Q. Have you any further sign? 4. I have, Q. )%}ahﬁ&}ﬂxbﬂ
A.-The grand sign, or sign of distress. K. Whet dops'ifi

ta? /1. To the manner the Fellow Crafls casry théi:3R
. — OO A A
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to the temple for inspection; also the manner I was taught to
carry my work, on my advancement to this degree. Q. Have
you any other sign? .. Ihave not; but I have a token, (gives
itto him.) Q. What is this? A The pass-grip of a Mark
Master Mason. Q. What is the name of it. 4. <Joppa’ Q.
‘What does it allude to? A. The city of Joppe. . Have you
any other token?! A. I have. Q. Whatis this? /. The reaf,
grip of a Mark Master Mason. . What is the name of 'it?
A. Mark well. €. What does it allude to! /4. To a passage
of scripture, where it says, “I'hen he brought me back the way
of the gate of the outward sanctuary, which looketh toward the
east, and it was shut; and the Lord said unto me, son of man,
mark well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine ears,
all that I say un‘o thee concerning all the ordinances of the house
of the Lord, and the laws thereof, and mark well the entering in
of the house, with every going forth of the sanctuary.’ Q. Who

founded this degree! J. Our three ancient Grand Masters, vi7

—Solomon, king of Israel, Hiram, king of Tyre; and Hiram

3

".’;:

Abif. Q. Why was it founded? . Not only as an honerary .

reward, to be conferred on all who have proved themselves mer-
itorious in the preceding degrees; but to render it impossible for

a brother to suffer for the immediate necessitics of life, when the -

price of his mark will procure them. Q. A T
mark, and asking a favor, who does he repre

thy Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, who was

account of his great skill and mysterious co

of king Solomon’s temple, was most emir

Q., A brother receiving a pledge, and grai

does he represent! 4. King Solomon, whi

renowned for his benevolence.

-

S0P e
THE PAST MASTER’S 1

This degree is very simple, although Mon
about it. It is necessary that a Master Ma
degree, before he can, constitutionally, pre o

. Master Masons, as Master of it; and when a Master Mason is
elccied Master of a lodge, who has not previously received the
Past Master’s degree, it is then conferred upon him, often with-
aut any other ceremonies thun that of administering the obliga-
fion. . .. :

This-lodge is opened and closed, in tho same manner that the

VY L

C ot e .,

L 2N
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lodges of the first three degrees are; the candidate petitions, and
is ballotted for in the same manner, but he is received into the
lodge in a very different manner. He is conducted into the lodge
without any previous preparation, when the presiding officer ns-
es and says, ‘brethren, itis inconvenient for me to serve you any
longer, as Master of this lodge. I wish you would select some
other brother for that purpose.” The candidate is nominated, the
usual forms of ballotting for officers are then dispensed with, and
_a vote of the lodge is taken, by yeas and nays. The candidate
i3 elected, and generally refuses to serve, but ha is, eventually,
prevailed on to accept; whereupon, the presiding officer ad-
dresses the Master elect in the words following, viz: ‘Brother,
previous to your investiture, it is necessary thatsyou assent to
those ancient charges and regulations, which point out the duty
of & Master of alodge.

1. You agree to be a good man, and true, and strictly to obey
the moral law.

2. You agree to be a peaceable subject, and cheerfully to con-
form to the laws of the country in whi~h you reside.

3. You promise not to be concerned in any plots or conspira-
cies against government; but patiently to submit tp the decisions
of the sapreme legislature.

4. You agree to pay a proper respect to the civil magistrate,
to work diligently, live creditably, and act honorably by all men.

5. You agree to hold in veneration the original rules and pat-
rons of Masonry, and their regular successors, supreme and sub-
ordinate, according to their stations, and to submit to the awards
and resolutions of your brethren, when convened, in every case
consistent with the constitution of the order. ’

6. You agree to avoid private piques and quarrels, and to guard
against intemperance and excess. )

7. You agree to be cautious in carriage and behavior, cautious
to your brethren, and faithful to your lodge.

8. You promise to respect genuine brethren, and discounte-
nance impostors, and all dissenters from the original plan of Ma-
sonry. :

9. You agree to promote the general good of society, to cul-

-tivate the social virtues, and to propagate the knowledge of the
arts. . :

10. You promise to pay homage to the Grand Master, for the’

: time being, and to his officer when duly installed; strictly to con-
fgrm to every edict of the Grand Lodge or general assembly of

“Masons, that is not subversive of the principles and ground worlg
«of Masonry. ) s
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11. You admit that it is not in the power of any man, or body
of men, to make innovations in the body of Masoanry.

12. You promise a regular attendance on the committees and
commaunications of the Grand Lodge, on receivirg proper notice,
and to pay attention to all the duties of Masonry on convenient
occasions. ‘

13. You admit that no new lodge can be formed without per-
mission of the Grand Lodge, and that no countenance be given
to any irregular lodge, or to any person clandestinely initiated
therein, being contrary to the ancient charges of the order.

14. You admit that no person can be regularly made a Mason
in, or admitted a member of, any regular lodge, without previous
notice, and due inquiry into his character.

15. You agree that no visitors shall be received in your lodge
without due examination, «nd producing proper vouchers of their
having been initiated into a regular lodge.’

The presiding officer ther asks the Master elect (candidate)
the following question; which he must answer in the affirmative.

Q. ‘Do you submit to these charges and promise to support
these regulations, as Masters have dene, in all ages, before youw?
A. ‘I do.’ The presiding officer then addresses him. ‘Brother
A B, in consequence of your cheerful conformity to the charges
and regulations of the order, you are now to be instaled Mas-
ter of this degree; in full confidence of your care, skill and ca-
pacity, to govern the same. But previous to your investiture, it;
18 necessary you should take upon yourself the solemn oath, or
obligation, appertaining to-this degree; if you are willing to take.
it upon you, you will please to kneel- before the altar, when you:
shall receive the same.” (Here lodges differ very materially,.
but this is the most prevalent mode of proceeding.)- The can-
didate then kneels on both knees, lays both hands on' the Holy
Bible, square, and compass, and takes the following eath, or ob-
ligation:—*1, A B, of my own free will and accord, in presence
of Almighty God, and this Worshipful lodge of Past Master-
Masons, do hereby and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely
promise and swear, in addition to my former obligations, that I
will not give the degree of Past Master Mason, or any of the se-
crets pertaining thereto, to any one of an inferior degree, ner to
any person in the known world; except it be to a true and lawfi.
brother, or brethren,  Past Master Masons, or within the body of s

- a justand lawfully constituted lodge of such; and not unto hiin"

or unto them whom 1 shall hear so to be, but unto him and them

only, whom [ shall find so fo be, after strict trial and examination,

or lawful information. Furth%rmore, do 1 promise and sweal,
!
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that T will obey all regular signs and summons, sent, thrown,
handed, or given, from the hand of a brother of this degree, or
from the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of Past
Masters, provided itbe within the length of my cable-tow. Further-
more, do I promise and swear, that I will support the constitution
of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States of
America, also, that of the Grand Chapter of the State of-
under which this lodge is held, and conform to all the by-laws,
rules, and regulations of this, or any other lodge, of which 1 may
at any timé bereafter become a member, so far as in my power.
Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that 1 will not assist, or be
present at the conferring of this degree upon any person, who
has nat, to the best of my knowledg: and beie regularly receiv-
ed the degrees of Entrred Apprentice, Fellow Crafi, M.ster
Mason, and Mark Master, or been elected Master of a regular
lodge of Master Masons. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, .
that I will aid and assist all poor and indigent Past Master Ma-
sons, their widows and orphans, wherever dispersed round the
globe, they applying to me as such and I finding them worthy,
so far as in my power, without material injury to myself or fami-
lv. Furthermore, do 1 promise and swear, that the secrets of a
brother of this degree, delivered to me in charge as such, shall
remain as secure and inviolable in my breast, as they were in his
own, before communicated to me; murder and treasos excepted,
and thoee left to my own election. Furthermore, do I promise
and swear, that T will not wrong this lodge, nora brother of this
degree, to the value of one cent, knowingly 'myself, nor suffer it
to be done by others, if in my power to prevent it. Furthermore,
do I promise and swear, that 1 will not govern this lodge, nor
any other over which I may be called to preside, ina baughty,
arbitrary, or impious manuer; but willat all times, use my utmost
endeavors to preserve peace and harmony among the brethren.
Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that J will never opena
lodge of Master Masons, unless there be present three regular
Master Masons, besides the Tyler, nor close the same, without
giving a lecture, or same gection, or part of a lecture, for the in-
struction of the lodge. Furthermore, that I will not, knowingly,
set in any lodge where any one presides, who has not received
the degree of Past Master. (‘'This last point is, in many lodges,

" entirely omitted. :Insome, the two last.) All which, I do most
gglemnly and sincerely promise and swear, with a fixed and .
steady purpose of mind, to keep and perform the same; binding
royself under no less penalty, than to have my tongue split from
tip to root; that I might for ever thereafter, be unable to pre-
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nounce the word, if ever I should prove wilfully guilty of viola-
ting anv part of this, my solemn oath, or obligation, of a Past
Master Mason. So help me God, and make me steadfast to
keep and perform the same.’

The obligation being administered, the candidate rises,* and
the Master proceeds to give the sign, word, and grip of this.de-
gree, as follows. The sign (sometimes called the due-guard,)
is given by laying the edge of the thumb of the right band in a
vertical position, on the centre of the mouth, high enough to touch
the upper lip. The word is given by taking each other by the
Master’s grip, and pulling the insides of their feet together, when
the Master whispers the word, Giblem,t in the ear of the candi-
~ date. Then they clap their left hand on each other’s right arm,

between the wrist and elbow, disengaging, (at the same moment,)
their right hand from the Master’s grip; they each seize the left
arm of the othier with their right hands, between the wrist and el--
bow, and, (almost at the same instant.) yielding their left hand
hold on each others right arm, and moving their left hands with
a brisk motion, they clasp each other’s right arm with their left
hands above the elbow, pressing their finger nails hard against the
arms: as they shift their hands from place to place. the Master
says, (in union with these movements,) ‘From grips to spans, and
from spans to grips, a twofold cord is strong, but a threetold cord
is not easily broken.” The Master then conducts the candidate
to the chair, and, as he ascends the steps, the Master says, ‘Bro-
ther, I now have the pleasure of conducting you into the oriental
chair of kipg Solomon;’ places a large cocked hat on his head,
and comes down to the front of the newly installed Master, and
addresses him as follows:—*Worshipful brother, I now present
you with the furniture and various implements of our profession;
they are emblematical of our conduct in life, and will now be
enume:ated and explained as presented.’

‘The Ho’y Writings, that great light in Masonry, will guide
you to all truth; it will direct your path to the temple of happi-
ness, and point out to you the whole duty of man. The Square
teaches to regulate our actions by rule and line, and to harmon-
ize our conduct by the principles of morality and virtue. - The
Compass teaches to limit our desires in every station; thus rising

* In some lodges, the Master takes the candidate by the Master’s grip,
and says, ‘Brother, you will please rise,’ assisting him, -
1 There is much diversity of opinion, among Masous, respecting this word:
' some insist that Giblem is the right word; others, that Gibelum is the right
\gord:,—-the Intter word was rejccted because it was used by ‘Jachin and
0az.
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to eminence bymerit, we may live respected, and dieregretted. The
Rule directs, that'we should punctually observe our duty; press
forward in the path of virtue, and, neither inclining to the right or
to the left, in all our actions have eternity in view. The Line
teaches the criterion of moral rectitude; to avoid dissimulation in
conversation and action, and to direct our steps to the path that
leads to immortality. The book of constitutions you are to search
at all times; cause it to be read in your lodge, that none may pre-
tend ignorance of the excellent precepts it enjoins. Lastly, you
receive in charge the by-law of your lodge which you are to see
carefully and punctually executed.

‘I will also present you with the mallet: it is an emblem of
power. One stroke of the mallet calls to order, and calls up the
Junior and Senior Deacons; two strokes calls up all the subor-
dinate officers; and three, the whole lodge.” The following charge
is then delivered to the newly installed Master, (alias, candidate;,)
by the former Master. v

‘Worshipful Master, being appointed Master of this lodge, you
cannot be insensible of the obligations which devolve on you, as
their head; nor of your responsibility for the faithful discharge of

~the important duties annexed to your appointment. The honor,
usefulness, and reputation of your lodge, will materially depend
on the skill and assiduity with which you manage its concerns;
while the happiness of its members will be generally promoted,-
in proportion to the zeal and ability with which you propagate the
genuine principles of our institution. For a pattern of informa-
tion, consider the luminary of nature; which, rising in the east,
regularly diffuses light and lustre to all within its circle. In like-
manner, it is your province to spread and communicate light and
instruction to the brethren of your lodge.  Forcibly impress upon
them the dignity and high importance of Masonry, and seriously
admonish them never to disgrace it. Charge them to practice
out of the lodge, those duties which they have been taught in it;
- and, by amiable, discreet, and virtuous conduct, to convince man-
kind of the goodness of the institution; so that, when any oneis
said to be a member of it, the world may know that he is one to
whom the burdened heart may pour out its sorrows—to whom dis-
tress may prefer its suit—whose hand is guided by justice, and
his heart expanded by benevolence. In short, by a diligent ob-
servance of the by-laws of your lodge, the constitution of Ma-
sonry, and, above all, the holy scriptures, which are given as a
rule and guide of your faith, you will be enabled to acquit your-
self with honor and reputation, and lay up a crown of rejoicing,

4
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which shall continup when time shall be no mo}:@‘,‘?ﬁ The Mas-
ter then says to the newly installed Master, ‘Kgg “v?e\we you' to
the government of your lodge.” He then refiféy to:d"seat, and,
after a moment or two, rises and addresses. the candidate, (now
in the chedr as Master;) ‘Worshipful Master, in consequence of
my resignation, and the election of a new Master, the seats of
the Wardens have become vacant. It is necessary you should
have Wardens to assist you in the government of your lodge.—
The constitution requires us to elect our officers by ballot, but it
is common, on occasions of this kind, to dispense with those for-
malities, and elect by ayes and noes; I move we do so on the
present occasion.! The question is tried and carried in the af-
firmative. .

The Master has a right to nominate one candidate for office,
and the brethren one. Here a scene of confusion takes place,
which is not easily described. The newly installed Worshipul
is made the butt for every worthy brother to exercise his wit up-
on. Half a dozen are up at a time, soliciting the Master to
nominate them for Wardens, urging their several claims, and de-

crying the mierits of others with much zeal; others crying out,—

‘Order, Worshipful! keep crder!” Others propose to dance, and
request the Master to sing for them: others whistle, or sing, or
Jump about the room; or scuffle, and knock down chairs or bench-
es. One proposes to call from labor to refreshment; another
compliments the Worshipful Master on his dignified appearance,
and knocks off his hat, or pulls it down over his face; another in-
forms him that a lady wishes to enter. If the Master calls to or-
der, every one obeys the signal with the utmost promptness, and
drops upon the nearest seat; the next instant, before the Master
can utter a word, all are on their feet again, and as noisy as ever:
finally, a nominal election is effected, and some prudent member,
tired of such a ridiculous confusion, moves that the lodge be
closed; which being dope, the poor, (aod, if a stranger,) much
embarrassed candidate, has his big hat taken from him, and is re-
. duced to the ranks; but, for bis consolation, the Worshipful Mas-
ter informs him that the preceding scene, notwithstanding its ap-
parent confusion, is designed to convey to him, in a striking man-

ner, the important lesson, never to solicit, or accept any office, or .

station, for which he does not know himself amply qualified. ,
The LECTURE on the fifth, or Past Master's degree, is di-
vided into five sections. The first section treats of the manner

* This charge is frequently omitted, when conferring the -degree'on a cao-
didate; but never, when y installing a Master of alodge. -
K2

.
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of constituting a lodge of Master Masons. The second, treats
of the ceremony of mstallation, including the manner of receiv-
ing candidates to this degree, as given above. The third, treats
of the ceremonies observed at laying the foundation stones of
public structures. The fourth section, of the ceremony observ-
ed at the dedications of Masonic Halls. The fifth, of the cer-
emony observed at funerals, according to ancient eustom, with the
service used on the occasion. '~ All the sections of this lecture,
are printed in full in Webb's Monitor, from the 83d to the 125th
page; except such part of the second as relates to the induction
of candidates, and the ceremony of opening and closing. .

It ought to be here remarked, that the statement above is strict-
ly correct. It includes all the ceremonies ever used in confer-
ring the degree of Past Master; but the ceremonies are more
frequently shortened by the omission of some part of them; the
presenting of the ‘various implements of the profession,’ and
their explanations, are often dispensed with; and still more often,
the charge. By comparing this with the 2d section as described

"by Webb, the reader can see the whole ceremony of installing
officers, on all occasions.

0 O r

‘MOST EXCELLENT MASTER’S DEGREE.*

A description of the ceremonies used in opening a lodge of
: Most Ezcellent Masters. :

The lodge being called to order, the Most Excellent Master
says, ‘Brother Junior, are they all Most Excellent Masters in the
south? J. Warden. “They are, Most Excellent.” Most Excel-
lent Master. ‘Brother Senior, are they all Most Excellent Mas-
ters in the westl’ 8, W, ¢They are, Most Excellent.” Most
Excellent Master. “They are in the east; (gives one rap, which
calls up both Deacons.) Brother Junior Deacon, the first care
of a Mason?” J.D. “To see the door tyled, Most Excellent.’
M. E. M. ‘Attend to that part of your duty, and inform the Ty-
ier that we are about to open this lodge of Most Excellent Mas-

" ters, and direct him to tyle accordingly.” J. D. steps to the door
and gives six knocks, which the Tyler answers with six more:—

* ‘Be ye not called Rabbi; (which is Master:) for one is your Master,
even Christ, and all ye are brethren.’ Matt. xxiit. 8. Do ministers of the

gospel, who are ‘Most Worshipful,’ and ‘Most Excellent Masters,’ obey this
command? :
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J. D. gives one more, which the Tyler answers with one;—the
door is then partly opened, when the Junior Deacon informs the
Tyler that a lodge of Most Excellent Masters is about“to be
opened, and tells him to tyle accordingly; and then returns to his
place in the lodge, and says, ‘Most Excellent Master, the lpdge
is tyled? M. E. M. ‘By whom?” J.D. ‘By a Most Excellent
Master Mason without the door, armed with the proper imple-
ments of his office.” M. E. M. ‘His duty therel’” J.D. ‘To
keep off all cowans and eaves-droppers; and see that none pass
and repass, without permission from the chair’ M. E. M.
‘Your place in the lodge, brother Junior?” J. D. ¢At the right
hand of the Senior Warden in the west, Most Kxcellent.” M.
E. M. ‘Your duty there, brother Junior’’ J. D. “To wait on the
Most Excellent Master and Wardens, act as their proxy in the ac-
‘tive duties of the lodge, and take charge of the door.” M. E. M.
“The Senior Deacon’s place in the lodge? J. D. ‘At the right
hand of the Most kxcellent Master in the east.” M. E. M. I
thank you, brother. Your duty in the east, brother Senior? -8§.
Deacon. ‘To wait on the Most £xcellent Master and Wardens;
act as their proxy in the active duties of the lodge; attend to the
preparation and introduction of candidates; and receive and wel-
come all visiting brethren.” M. E. M. ¢The Secretary’s place
in the lodge, brother Senior? S. D. ¢At the left hand of the
Most Excellent Master in the east.” M. E. M. ‘I thank you,
brother.  Your business there, brother Secretary?”  Sec. “The
better to observe the Most Excellent Master’s will and pleasure;
record the proceedings of the lodge, and transmit a copy of the
same to the grand chapter, if required; receive all monies and
money bills from the hands of the brethren; pay them over to the
Treasurer, and take his receipt for the same.” M. f.. M. “the
Treasurer’s place in the lodgel’ Sec. ‘At your right hand, Most
Excellent” M. E. M. I thank you, brother. Your duty there,
brother Treasurerl’ Treas. ‘The better to observe the Most Ex-
cellent Master’s will and pleasure; receive all monies and mon-
ey bills from the hands of the Secretary; keep a just and true ac-
count of the same; pay them out by the order of the Most Lx-
cellent Master, and consent of the brethren.” M. k. M. “The
-Junior Warden’s place in the lodgel” 'Treas. ‘In the south, M.
Excellent.” M. E. M. I thank you, brother. Your business
in the south, brother Junior” J. W. ‘As the sun in the south, at
high meridian, is the beauty and glory of the day; so stands the
Junior Warden in the south, the better to observe the time of high
twelve; call the craft from labor to refreshment; superintend them
during the hours theréof; see that none convert the hours of re~
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freshment into that of intemperance, or excess; call them again
in due season; that the Most Excellent Master may have honor,
‘and they profit thereby.,” M. E. M. ‘The Senior Warden’s
place in the lodge?” J. W. ‘In the west, Most Excellent.” M.
E. M. I thank you, brother. Your duty in the west, brother

Senior®” S. W, ¢As the sun sets in the west, to close the day;

so stands the Senior Warden in the west, to assist the Most Ex-
cellent Master in the opening of his lodge; take care of the jew-
els and implements; see that none be lost; pay the craft their wa-
ges, if any be due; and see that none go away dissatisfied.” M.
. E. M. ‘The Most Excellent Master’s place in the lodge?’ 8. W.

‘In the east, Most Excellent.” M. E. M. ‘His duty in the east,

brother Senior?” S. W. ¢As the sun rises in the east, to open
and adorn the day; so presides the Most Excellent Master in the
east, to -open and adorn his lodge; to set his craft to work; gov-
ern them with good and wholesome laws, or cause the same to be
done.” (In some lodges the foregoing ceremonies are omitted.)
M. E. M. ‘Brother Senior Warden, assemble the brethren round
the altar for the purpose of opening this lodge of Most Excel-
lent Master Masons.” - S. W. ‘Brethren, please to assemble
round the altar for the purpose of opening this lodge of Most
Excellent Master Masons.” In pursuance of this request, the

- brethren assemble round the altar, and form a circle, and standin .

such a position as to touch each other, leaving a space for the
Most Excellent Master; they then all kneel-on their left knee,
and join hands, each giving his right hand brother his left hand,
and his left kand brother his right hand; their left arms upper-
most, and their heads inclining downward: all being thus situat-
ed, the Most Excellent Master reads the following portion of
scripture: Psalm xxiv.—The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For he hath
founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods. Who
shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? and who shall stand in his
holy place! He that bath clean hands, and & pure heart; who
hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He
shall receive the blessing from the Lord, and righteousness from
the God of his salvation. This is the generation of them that
seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah. Lift up your
heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; and
the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory?
The Lord, strong and mighty; the Lord, mighty in battle. Lift
up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors;
and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glo-
5y? The Lord of hosts; he is the King of glory. Selah.’  The
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reading being ended, the Most Excellent Master then kneels,
joins hands with the others, which closes the circle; they all lift
their hands, as joined together, up and down six times, keeping
time with the words as the Most Excellent Master repeats them,
one, two, three; one, two, three This is masonically call-d bal-
ancing. They then rise, disengage their hands, and lift them up
above their heads with a moderate, and somewhat graceful, mo-
tion; cast up their eyes, turning, at the same time, to the right,
they extend their arms and then suffer them to fall loose and
nerveless against their sides. This sign is said, by Masons, to
represent the sign of astonishment, made by the queen of Sheba,
on first viewing Solomon’s temple. The Most Excellent Mas-
ter now resumes his seat, and says, ‘Brethren, attend to giving
the signs,” The Most Excellent Master then gives all the signs
from an Entered Apprentice Mason, up to the degree of Most
Excellent Master; in which they all join and imitate him. M.
E. M. ‘Brother Senior Warden, you will please to inform brother
Junior, and request him to inform the brethren, that it is my will
and pleasure that this lodge of Most Excellent Master Masons
be now opened for despatch of business, strictly forbidding all pri-
vate committees, or profane language, whereby the harmony of
the same may be interrupted, while engaged in their lawful pur-
suits, under no less penalty than the by-laws enjoin, or a majori-
ty of the brethren may see cause to inflict.” Senior Warden.
¢Brother Junior, it is the will and pleasure of the Most Excellent
Master, that this lodge of Most Excellent Master Masons be
now opened for despatch of business, strictly prohibiting all pri-
vate cemmittees, or profane language, whereby the harmony of
the same may be interrupted, while engaged in their lawful pur-
suits, under no less penalty than the by-laws enjoin, or a majority
of the brethren may see cause to inflict.” J. W. ‘Brethren, you
have heard the Most Excellent Master's will and pleasure, as
communicated to me by brother Senior—so let it be done.’

CEREMONIES OF INITIATION.

The lodge being now opened, and ready for the reception of
candidates, the Sepior Deacon repairs to the preparation room,
where the candidate is in waiting, takes off his coat, puts a ca-
ble-tow six times round his body, and, in this situation, conducts
him to the door of the lodge; against which he gives six distinct
knocks, which are answered, by the same number, by the Junior
Deacon from within: the Senior Deacon then gives one knack,

‘and the Junior Deacon answers by giving one more: the door is

then partly opened by the Junior Deacon, who says, ‘Who comes



118 LIGHT ON MASONRY.

therel’ Senior Deacon. ‘A worthy brother, who has been regu-

larly initiated as an Entered Apprentice Mason; passed to the
degree of Fellow Craft; raised to the sublime degree of Master
Mason; advanced to the honorary degree of a Mark Master
Mason; presided in the chair as Past Master; and now wishes
for further light in Masonry, by being received and acknowledged
as a Most Excellent Master.” Junior Deacon. ‘Is it of his own
free will and accord he makes this request” Senior Deacon. ‘It
is.> J. Deacon. ‘Is he duly and truly prepared’ 8. Deacon.
‘He is.” J. Deacon. ‘Is he worthy and well qualified?” 8. D.
‘He is.’ J. D. “las he made suitable proficiency in the preced-
ing degrees?” 8. D. ‘Hehas.’ J. D. ‘By what further right,
or bonefit, does he expect to obtain this favor’ 8. D. ‘By the
benefit of a pass word.” J. D. ‘Has he a pass wordl’ 8. D.
‘He has not, but I have it for him.” J. D. ‘Will you give it to
me? 8. D. whispers in the ear of the Junior Deacon the word,
‘RABBONIL.’ (In many lodges, the Past Master’s word, ‘GIB-
LEM,’ is used as a pass word for this degree, and the word,
‘Rabboni,’ as the real word.) J. D. ¢The word is right; since
this is the case, you will wait -until the Most kxcellent Master in
the east, is made acquainted with your request, and his answer
returned.’ J. Deacon repairs to the Most Excellent Master in
the east, and gives six raps, as at the door. M. E. M. ‘Who
comes here?” J. D. ‘A worthy brother, who has been regularly
initiated as an Entered Approntice Mason; passed to the degree
of Fellow Craft; raised to the sublime degree of a Master Ma-
son; advanced to the honorary degree of Mark Master Mason;
presided in the chair as Past Master; and now wishes for further

light in Masonry, by being received and acknowledged as a Most -

Excellent Master.” M. E. M. °‘Is it of his own free will and
choice he makes this request” J. D. ‘Itis.” M. E.M. ‘Ishe

duly and truly prepared” J.D. ‘He is.” M.E.M. <she:

worthy and well qualified?” J. D. ‘He is’ M. E. M. ‘Has

be made suitable proficiency in the preceding degrees?” J. D. °

‘He has.” M. E. M. ‘By what further right, or benefit, does he
expect to obtain this faver?” J. D. By the benefit of a pass
word.” M. E. M. ‘Has he a pass word?” . J. D. ‘He has not,
_but I'have itfor him’ M. E. M. *Will you give it to me?’ J.
Deacon whispers, in the ear of the Most Excellent Master, the
word, ‘RABBONL.’ M. E. M. ‘The pass is right; since he
comes endowed with all these necessary qualifications, let him
enter this lodge of Most Excellent Masters, in the name of the
Lord.” The candidate is then coénducted six times round the
lodge, by the Senior Deacon, moving with the sun. The first
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time they pass round the lodge, when opposite the Junior War-
den, he gives one blow with the gavel; when opposite the Senior
‘Warden he does the same; and likewise when opposite the Most
Excellent Master. 'The second time round each gives two blows,
the third, three; and so on, until they amive to six. During this
time, the Most Excellent Master reads the following passage of
scripture:—Psalm cxxii. ‘I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the*house of the Lord. Our feet shall stand with-
in thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that
is compact together: Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the
Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name
of the Lord. Forthereare set thrones of judgment, the thrones
of the house of David. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: they
- shall prosper that love thee. Pea® be wit¥n thy walls, and pros-
perity within thy palaces. For my brethren and companions’
sakes, I will now say,. Peace be within thee. Because of the
house of the Lord, our God, I will seek thy good.” 'ihe reading
of the foregoing is so timed, as not to be tully ended until the
Senior Deuacon and candidate have performed the sixth revolution.
Immediately after this, the Senior Deacon and candidate arrive
at the Junior Warden’s station in the south, when the same ques-
tions are asked and the same answers returned, as at the door;
(who comes here! &c.) ‘i'he Junior Warden then directs the
candidate to pass on to the enior Warden in the west, for fur-
ther examination; where the same questions are asked and an-
swers returned, as before. i he * enior Warden directs him to
be conducted to the Right Wor:hipful Master in the east, for fur-
ther examination. ~ The L. V. Master asks the same questions
and receives the same? answers. as before. He then says, ‘Please
to conduct the candidate back to the west, fron: whence he came, -
and put him in the care of the enior Viarden, and request him
to teach the candidate how to approach'the cast, by advaneing up-.
on six upright regular steps to the sixth step, and place him in a
proper position to take upon him the solen:n oath, or obligation,
of a Most -Excellent Master Mason.” The candidate i$ conduct-
ed back to the west, and put in care of the Yenior Warden, who
informs him how to approach the east, as directed by the Most
- Excellent Master: The candidate kneels on both knees, and pla-
“ces both hands on the leaves of an opened Bible, square, and
compass. The Most f2xcellent Master ow comes forward, and
says, ‘Brother, you are now placed in a proper position to take
upon you the solemn oath, or obligation, of a Most Excellent
Master Mason; which I assure you, as before, is neither to affect
your religion, or politics. If you are willing to take it, repeat

.
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your nane, and say after me.” The following obligation is then
administered.
‘I, AB, of my own free will and accord, in presence of Al-
mighty God and this lodge of Most Excellent Master Masons,
* do hereby and hereon, in addition to my former obligations, most
solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, that I will not give the
degree of a Most Excellent Master to any of gn inferior degree,
nor to any other person, or persons, in fthe known world, except
it be to a true and lawful brother, or brethren, of this degree, and
within the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such;
and not unto him nor them whom I shall hear so to be, but unto
him and them only whom I shall find so to be, after strict trial
and due examination, or lawful jnformation. Furthermore, do I
promise and swear, thft T will bey all regular signs and sum-
mons, given, handed, sent, or thrown to me from a brother of this
degree, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge
of such, provided it be within the length of my cable-tow, if
my power. Furthermore, do 1 promise and swear, that I will
support the constitution of the General Grand Royal Arch Chap-
ter of the United States of America; also the Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of the state of —————————, under which this lodge is
held, and conform to all the by-laws, rules, and regulations of
this, or any other lodge, of which 1 may, at any time hereafter,
become a member. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that
1 will aid and assist all poor and indigent brethren of this degree,
their widows and orphans, wheresoever dispersed around the globe,
as far as in my power, without injuring- myself, or family. Fur-
thermore, do I promise and swear, that the secrets of a brother of
this degree, given to me in charge as such} and 1 knowing them
to be such, shall remain as secret and inviolable in my breast as
in his own, murder and treason excepted, and the seme left to my
own free will and choice. Furthermore, do I promise and swear,
that I will not wrong this lodge of Most Excellent Master Ma-
sons, nor a brother of this degree, to the value of any thing,
knowingly, myself, nor suffer it to be done by others; if in my
power to prevent it; but will give due and timely notice of all ap-
proaches of danger, if in my power. Furthermore, do I prom-
i8e and swear, that 1 will dispense light and knowledge to all ig-
norant and uninformed brethren, at all times, as far as in my pow-
er, without material injury to myself, or family. To all which, I
do most solemnly swear, with a fixed and steady purpose of mind
In me, to keep and perform the same; binding myself under no
less penalty than to have my breast torn open, and my heart and '
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vitals taken from thence, and exposed to rot on the dunghil, if
ever | violate any part of this my solemn oath, or obligation, of a
Most Excellent Master Mason: so help me God, and keep me
steadfast in the due performance of the same.’ ‘Detach your
hands and kiss.the book.’
- The candidate is now requested to rise, and the Most Excel-
lent Master. gives him the sign, grip, and word appertaining to
this degree. The sigh is given by placing your hands one on
each breast, the fingers meeting in the centre of the body, and
jerking them apart as though you were trying to tear open your
breast: it alludes to the penalty of the obligation. The gnip is
given by taking each other by the right hand, and clasping them
so that each compress the third finger of the other with his thumb.
(If one hand is large and the other small, they cannot both give
the grip at the same time.) It is called the grip of all grips, be-
cause it is said to cover all the preceding grips. The Most Ex-
cellent holds the candidate by the hand, and puts the inside of his
right foot to the inside of the candidate’s right foot, and whispers
“in his ear, ‘RABBONL’ In some lodges, the word is not giv-
enin a whisper, but in a low voice. After these ceremonies are
over, and the members seated, some noise is intentionally made,
by shuffling the feet. o
* M. E. M. ‘Brother Senior, what is the cause of this confu-
sion? 8. W. ‘Is not this the day set apart for the celebration of
the cape-stone, Most Excellent?” M. E. M. ‘I will ask brother
Secretary. Brother Secretary, is this the day set apart for the
celebration of the cape-stonel’ Secretary, (looking in his book,)
‘Tt is, Most Excellent.” M. E. M. ‘Brother Senior Warden, as-
semble the brethren, and form a procession, for the purpose of
celebrating the cape-stone.” The brethren then assemble, (the
candidate stands aside, not joining in the procession;) form a pro-
cession double file, and march six times round the lodge, against
the course of the sun, singing the following song, and giving all
the signs from an Entered Apprentice to that of Most Excellent
Master. When opposite the Most Excellent Master, the first
time they march round the lodge, each member gives the first
sign of an Entered Apprentice, and preserves it until he nearly
arrives opposite the Most Excellent a second time, then givesthe
second sign, and continues. it in the same manner, and so of all
athers, up to that of this degree, sayixi%,
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«All hail to the morning, that bids us rejoice:
The temple’s completed, emlt high each voice. .
The cape-stone is finished—our labor is o’er,
The sound of the gavel shall hail us no more.

“To the power Almighty, who ever has guided
The triges of old lsr'u.él, exalting their fame;

To Him, who hath governed our hearts undivided,
Let’s send forth our vows to praise his great name.

«Companions, assemble on this joyful day,

(The occasion is glorious,) the key-stone to lay;
Fulfilled is the promise, by the ANcienT of Davs,

To bring forth Sxe cape-stone with shouting and praise.

(The key-stone is now produced and laid on the altar.

“There is no more occasion for level or plumb-line,
For trowel or gavel, for compass or square:*

“Our works are oompleted, the ark safely seated,t
And we shall be greeted as workmen most rare.

_ «Names, those that are worthy eur tribes, who have shared
And proved themselves faithful, shall meet their rewazd:
Their virtue and knowledge, industry and skill,

Have our approbation—have gained our good will.

‘We accept and receive them,} Most Excellent Masters;
Trusted with honor and power to preside

Among worthy craftsmen, where’er assemble,
The knowledge of Masons to spread far and wide.

‘ALMIGHTY JEHOVAH,|| descend now and fill .
This lodge with thy glory, our hearts with good will:
Preside at our meeting, assist us to find

True pleasure in teaching good will to mankind.

“Thy wisdom inspired the great institution;

Thy strength shall support it till nature expire:—
And when the creation shall fall into ruin,

Its beauty shall rise through the mist of the fire.’§

; Here atrl;: brgthl:elt]:a givest themselves of their jewels, sashes, aprous, &e.
The whic been carnied by two brethren 1o the procession, i
here placed on the altar, Y processon, 1

‘1 ‘At these words the candidate is received into the procéssien.

| Here all kneel in circle raund the altar,

§ At the time the ark is placed en the altar, there is also placed-on it a pot
of incense, to which fire is communicated by the Most Excellent Master,
just as the last line of the songis sung: this pot to contain incense, is some-
times an elegant silver urn; but if the ] is too poor to afford that, &
common toa-pot, With spout and handle broken off, answers every purpose:
~for incense some pieces of paper are dipped in spirits of turpentine,

L]
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The members now all join hands, as in opening; and while in
this attitude, the Most Excellent reads the following passage of
sceripture:—2 Chron. vii. 1—4. ‘Now when Solomon had made
an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consum-
ed the burnt-offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord
filled the house. And the priests could not enter into the house
of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord had filled the Lord’s
house. And when all the' children of Israel saw how the fire
came down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house, they bow-
ed themselves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement,
and worshipped, and praised the Lord, saying, FOR HE IS
GOOD,* FOR HIS MERCY ENDURETH FOR EVER.
The members now balance six times, as before; in opening, rise

- and balance six times more, disengaging themselves from each

other, and take their seats; the Most Excellent Master then de-
livers the following charge to the candidate:—

“BROTHER, ‘your admittance to this degree of Masonry, is a
proof of the good opinion the brethren of this lodge entertain of
your masonic abilities. Let this consideration induce you to be
careful of forfeiting, by misconduct and inattention to our rules,
that esteem which has raised you to the rank you now possess. °

" ¢It is one of your great duties, as a Most Excellent Master, to
dispense light and truth to the uninformed Mason; and I need
not remind you of the impossibility of ¢omplying with this obli-
gation without possessing an accurate acquaintance with the leg.
tures of each degree. .

‘If you are not already completely conversant in all the de-
grees heretofore conferred on you, remember, that an indulgence
prompted by a belief that you will apply yourself with doublé
diligence to make yourself so, has induced the brethren to accept
you. .

‘Let it, therefore, be your unremitting study to acqui

degree of knowledge and informatioxt:l;% shal{ enabl(e]l;l:)?x stl;cgi:
charge with propriety the various duties-incumbent on you, and to
preserve unsullied the title now conferred upon you of a Most
Excellent Master.’ ,

After this a motion is made, by some of the members, to close
the lodge. This motion being accepted and received, the Most
Excellent says, ‘Brother Junior Warden, you will please assem-

* At the words “for He is good,” the Most Excellent Master, who is hi
priest of the chapter, kneels am.hi:)ins hands with the rest; the§ allotl'userl:ltxelf
peat in concert the words, “For He is for his mercy endureth for ever.”
six times, each time bowing their heads low towards the floor.
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ble the brethren round the altar, for the purpose of closing this
lodge of Most Excellent Masters.” * The brethren ‘immediately
assemble round the altar in a circle, and kneel on the right knee,
put their left arms over and join hands, as before; while kneeling
in this position, the Most Excellent reads the following Psalm:—
Psalm cxxxiv. ‘Behold, bless ye the Lord, all ye servants of the
Lord, which by night stand in the house of the Lord. Lift up
your-hands in the sanctuary, and bless the Lord. The Lord that
-mage heaven and earth bless thee out of Zion.’ The Most Ex-
cellent then closes the circle as in opening, when they balance
six times, rise and balapce six times more, disengage their hands,
and give all the signs downwards, and declares the lodge closed.

~20PI—

ROYAL ARCH DEGREE.

All legally constituted bodies of Royal Arch Masons are call-

ed Chapters, as regular bodies of Masons of the preceding de-

grees are called lodges. All the degrees from Mark Master to

Royal Arch, are given under the sanction of Royal Arch Chap-

ters. A person making application to a Chapter for admission,

is understood as applying for all the degrees, unless he states in

his application the particular degree or degrees he wishes to re-
veive. If you ask a Mark Master if he belongs to a Chapter,

he .will answer. yes, but has only been marked. If a person

make application for all the degrees, and wishes to receive them
all at one time, he is frequently balloted for only on the mark de-
gree, it being understood, that if accepted on that, he is to re~

ceive the whole. The members of *Chapters who have received

all the degrees, style each other companions; if they have not re-
ceived the Royal Arch degree, brothers. It is a point of the

Royal Arch degree ‘not to assist, or be present, at the conferring
of this ‘degree upon mote or less than three candidates at one

time.) If there are not three candidates present, one or two
companions, as the case may be, volunte=r to represent candid-
ates so as to make the requisite number, or a leam as it is tech-
nically styled, andaccompany the candidate or candidates through
all the stages of exaltation. Every Chapter must consist of a
High Priest, King, Scribe, Captain of the Host, Principal Sojour-
ner, Royal Arch Captain, three Grand Masters of the Veils,
Treasurer, Secretary, and as many members as may be found
convenient for working to advantage. In the lodges for confer-
ring the preparatory degrees, the High Priest presides as Master,
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ihe King as- Senior- Warden, the Scribe as Junior ‘Warden, the
Captain of the Host, ws Marshal, or Master of ceremonies, the
principal Sojourner, as Senior Deacon; the Royal Arch Captain,
as Jumor Deacon; the Master of the first,; second and third Veils,
as Junior, Senior and Master Qverseers; the Treasurer, Secretary,
and Tyler, as officers of corresponding rank. The chapter is
authonsed to confer the degrees by a charter, or warrant from
some Grand Chapter. ws

The miembers being assembled, the High Priest calls to apder
and demands of the Royal Arch Captain if all present are R. A.
Masons. The Royal Arch Captain ascertains and answers in the
affirmative. - The High Priest then directs him to cause the Ty-
ler to be stationed, which- being done, the High Priest says,
‘Companions Royal Arch Masons, you will please to clothe, and
arrange yourself for the purpose of opening the chapter’ The
furniture of the chapter is.then arranged, the companions clothed
with scarlot sashes and aprons, and the dfficers invested with the
proper insignia of their respective offices, and repair to their prop-
er stations. The High Priest then demands whether the chapter
is tyled, and is answered the same asin a lodge. The stations

d duties of the offices are then recited, (see lecture, sec. 1st.)
aAg!er the duties of the officers are recited, the High Priest direets
the captain of the host to assemble the companions at the altar.
The companions form a circle about the altar, all kneeling on the
right knee, with their arms crossed, right arm uppermost and hands
joined, leaving a space for the High Priest, who reads the.follow-
ing passages of scripture, 2d Thess. iii. 6—18.", Now we com-
mand you, brethren, that ye withdraw yourselves from every
brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tggdition that ye
have received of us, for yourselves know, how ye Sught to follow
us, for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you, neither
did we eat any man's bread for nought, but wrought with laber
and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to:qgy
of you; not because we have not power, but to make omem
an ensample unto you to follow us. For even when we were
with you, this we commanded you, that if any man would not
work, neither should he eat. For we hear that there are some,
which walk ameng you disorderly, working not at all, but are bu-
ay-bodies. Now.them that are such, we command and exhort,
that with quietness they work and eat their own bread. But ye,
brethren, be not weary in well doing. And if any man obey not
our word, note that man and have no company with him, that he
may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy but admonisir
- him as a brother. Now the Lo{; of peace himself, give you
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pea'ce always. The salutation of Panl, with mine own hand,
which is the token, so I write.” "(The reader is requested to com-
pare this with the scripture—he will observe that the name of the

Saviour is intentionally Jeft out.) The High Priestthen takes his

place in the circle. The whole circle then balance with their arms
three times three, that is, they raise their arms and let them fall
upon their-knees three times In concert, after a short paude three
times more, and after another pause three times more. Then all
break into squads of three, and raise the living arch. * This is
done by each companion’s teking his left wrist in his right hand,
and with their left hands, the three grasp each other’s right wrists,
and raise them above their heads. This constitutes the living
arch, under which the Grand Omnific Royal Arch word must be
given, but it must also be given by three times three. In opening
the chapter this is done in the following manner. After the three
have joined hands they repeat these lines in concert, and at the
close of each line raise thera above their heads, and say, ‘As
we three did agree, the sacred word to keep,’ ‘And as we three
did agree, the sacred word fo search,’ ‘So we three do agree, to
raise this Royal Arch.’ At the close of the last line they keep
their hands raised, while they incline their heads under them, a

the first whispers in the ear of the second the syllable J A H, the
second to the third, B U H, and the third to the 1st, L. U N.
The second then commences, and it goes round again in the same

manner, then the third; so that each eompanion pronounces each -

syllable of the word.* They then separate, each repairing to his
station, and the High Priest'declares the chapter opened.

The LECTURE of the ROYAL ARCH degree is.dividedin-
to two sections. The first section designates the appellation,
arumber and sﬁtjon, of the several officers, and points out the pur-
pose and duty of their respective stations.

Question. Are you a Royal Arch Mason! JAnswer. I am that
fgm.t Q. How shall I know you to be a R. A. Mason! 4. By

*There is a_great difference in the manner of giving the R. A. word in the
different chapters. Sometimes it is given at the opening, as above stated,.
sometimes they commence with the word GOD, each one pronouncing a let-
ter of it in succession, until they have each promounced every letter of the
word, then the word JEHOVAH, a syllable at a time, and then the word
JAHBUHLUN, as described. There are also chapters in which the latter
word is not known, and there are others in which 518 word is not given at
all at opening.

{1 am 1HAT L AN i3 one of the peculiar names of Deity, and to use it,
as above, is, to say the least, taking the name of God in vain! How must the
humble disciple of Jesus feel when constrained thus to answer the question:
Are you & Royal Arch Mason? . :
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three times three. Q. Where was you made a R. A, Mason?
4. Ina just. and legally constituted chapter of R. A. Masons,
consisting of Most Excellent, High Priest, King, and Scribe,
Capt. of the Host, Principal Sojourner, Royal Arch Captain, and
“the three Grand Masters of the Veila, agsembled in a room or
place representing the tabernacle erected by our ancient brethren,
near the ruins of king Solomou’s temple. Q. Where is the High
Priest stationed, and what are his duties? 4. He is stationed in
the sanctim sanctorum.- His duty with the King and Scribe, to
sit in the Grand Council, to form plans and give directions to the
workmen. Q. The King’s station and duty! 4. At the right
band of the High Priest, to aid him by his advice and counsel,
and in his absence to preside. Q. The Scribe’s station and duty?
A. At the.left band of the High Priest, to assist him and the
King in the discharge of their duties, and to preside in their ab-
sence. Q. The Captain of the Host’s station and duty? 4. At
the right hand of the Grand Council, and to receive their orders,
and see them duly executed. Q. The Principal Sojourner’s sta-
tion and duty? A. Atthe left hand of the Grand Council, to bring
the blind, by a way that they know not, to lead them in paths they
have not known, to make darkness light before them, and crooked,
things strait. Q. The Royal Arch Captain’s station and duty?
A At the inner Veil, or entrance of the sanctum sanctorum; ta
d the same, and see that none pass but such as are duly qual-
ified, and have the proper pass words and signets of truth. Q.
‘What is the color of his banner? 4. White, and is emblematical
of that purity of heart and rectitude of conduct, which is es-
sential to obtain admission into the divine sanctum sanctorum
above. @. The stations and duties of the three Grand Masters
of the Veils? 4. At the entrance of their respective Veils; to
guard the same and see that none pass but such as are duly quali-
fied and in possession of the proper pass words and tokens. . Q.
‘What are the colors of their banners? 4. That of the third,
scarlet, which is emblematical of fervency and zeal, and the ap-
propriate color of the Royal Arch Degree. It admonishes us to
be fervent in the exercise of our devotions to God, and zealous in
our endeavors to promote the happiness of men. Of the second,
purple, which being produced by a due mixture of blue and scar-
1et, the former of which, is the characteristic color of the sym-
bolic, or three first degrees, and the latter, that of the Royal Arch
degree, is an emblem of union, and is the characteristic color of
the intermediate degrees. It teaches us to cultivate and improve
that spirit of harmony between the brethren of the symbolic de-
grees, and the companions of the sublime degrees, which should
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ever distinguish the members of a society founded upon the prin-
ciples of everlasting truth .and universal philanthropy. Of the
first, blue, the peculiar color of the three ancient or symbolical de-
grees. Itis an émblem of universal friendship and benevolence,
and instructs us that in the-mind of a Mason, those virtues should
be as expansive as the blue arch of heaven itself. Q. The treas-
urer's station and duty? /. At the right hand of the Captain of
the Host; his duty to keep a just and regular account of all the
property and funds of the chapter placed in his hapds, and ex-
hibit them to the chapter when called upon for that purpose.
Q. The Secretary’s place in the chapter! 4. At the left of the
principal Sojourner, his duty to iasue the orders and notifications
of his superior officers, record the proceedings of the chapter prop-
er to be written, to receive all monies due to the chapter, and pay
them over to the Treasurer. Q. Tyler’s place and duty? /. His
station is at the outer avenue of the chapter, his duty to guard
against the approach of cowans and eaves-droppers, and suffer
none to pass or repass but such as are duly qualified. The sec-
ond section describes the method of exaltation to this sublime de-
gree, as follows: ‘companion, you informed me, at the commence-
ment of this lecture, that you was made a R. A. Mason in a just
and legally constituted chapter of Royal Arch Masons.’ :
Q. Where was you prepared to be'made a R. A. Mason? A.
In a room adjacent to the chapter Q. How was you prepared!

A. In a company of three, I was hoodwinked, with a cable-tow .

seven times around our bodies; in which condition we were con-
ducted to the door of the chapter, and caused to give seven dis-
" . tinct knocks, which were answered by a like number from within;
and we were asked ‘Who comes there? Q. Your answer? Three
brethren, who have been regularly initiated as Entered Appren-
tices, passed to the degree of Fellow Craft, raised to the sublime
degree of Master Mason, advanced to the more honorable degree
of Mark Master, presided as Masters in the chair, accepted and
received, as M. Excellent Masters, and now wish for further light
in Masonry, by being exalted to the more sublime degree of Roy-
al Arch Masons. Q. What was thensaid to you? A We were
asked if we were duly and truly prepared, worthy and well quali-
fied, had made suitable proficiency in the preceding degrees, and
were properly avouched for. All which, being answered in the
affirmative, we were asked by what furthernight or benefit we ex-

to obtain this.favor! Q. Your answer! A. By the ben-
efit of a pass word. Q. Had you that pass word? A. We had
not, but our conductor gave it for us. Q. What was then said te
you! A. We were directed to wait with patience, ill the Grend
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Council could be informed of oar request and their pleasure
koown. Q. What answer was returned! A. Let them enter
under a living arch, and remember to stoop low, for he that hum-
bleth himself shall be exalted. Q. Did you pass under a living
%ch? A. Wedid. Q. How were you then disposed of? A.

e were conducted to the altar, caused to kneel, and take upon
ourselves the solemn oath, or obligation, of a Royal Arch Mason.
Q. Have you that obligation? A. Ihave. Q. Will you give it
me!

A. 1, A B, of my own free will and accord, in the presence of
Almighty God, and this chapter of R. A. Masons, erected to God,
and dedicated to the holy order of St. John,* do hereby and here-
on, most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear, in addition to *
my former obligations, that I will not give the degree of Royal
Arch Mason to any one of an inferior degree, nor to any other be-
ing in the known world, except it be to a true and lawful compan-
ion Royal Arch Mason, or within the body of a just and legally
constituted chapter of such, and not untohim or unto them whom
1 shall hear so to be, but unto him or them whom 1 shall find so
to be, after strict trial, due examination or legal information receiv-
ed. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will not give
the Grand Omnific Royal Arch word, which 1 shall hereafter re-
ceive, neither in the chapter nor out of it, except there be present
two companions Royal Arch Masons, "who, with myself, make
three, and then by three times three, under a living arch not above
my breath. Furthermore, that I will not reveal the ineffable
characters belonging to this degree, or retain the key to them in
my possession, but destroy it, whenever it comes to my sight.
Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will not wrong this
chapter, nor a companion of this degree, to the value of any thing,
knowingly myself, or suffer it to be done by others, if in my pow-
er to prevent it. Furthermore, do I promiseand swear, that I will
not be at the exaltation of a candidate to this degree, at a clan-
destine chapter, I knowing it to be such. Furthermore, do 1
promise and swear, that I will not assist or be present ‘at the ex-
aitation of a candidate to this degree, who has not regularly re-
ceived the degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master
Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, to
the best of my knowledge and belief. Furthermore, that I will
not assist or see more or less than three candidates exalted at
one and the same time. ¥urthermore, that I will not assist or be

. *Orasitis at this time given in some chaptets, ‘to the honor of otr an-
rient patron Zertbbabel.’ o
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present at the forming or opening of a Royal Arch Chapter, un-
less there be present nine regular Royal Arch Masons. Further-
more, do I promise, and swear, that I will not speak evil of a
companion Royal Arch Mason, neither behind his back nor before
hjs face, but will apprise him of approaching danger if in m*
power. Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that 1 will no

strike a companion R. A. Masdn in anger, so asto draw his blood.
Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that I will support the con-
stitution of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United
States of America, also the constitution of Grand Royal Arch
Chapter of the state under which this chapter is held, and con-
form to all the by-laws, rules and regulations of this, or any other
chapter of which I may hereafter become a member. Further-
more, do I promise and swear, that I will obey all regular sigus,
summaons, or tokens given, handed, sent or thrown to me, from the
hand of a companion Royal Arch Mason, or from the body-of a
just and lawfully constituted chapter of such, provided it be ‘with-
in the length of my cable-tow. Furthermore, do I promise and
swear, that I will aid and assist a companion R. A. Masan, when
engaged in any difficulty; and espouse his cause, so far as to ex-
tricate him from the same, if in my power, whether he be right or

wrong. Also, that I will promote a companion R. A. Masaa’s

political preferment in preference to another of equal.qualifica-
tions.* Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that a companion

. A. Mason’s secrets, given me in charge as such, and I know-
ing them to be such, shall remain as secure and inviolable in my
breast as in his own, murder and ireason not excepted.t - Further-
more, do I promise and swear, that I will be aiding and assisting
all poor and indigent R. A, Masons, their widows and orpbans,
wherever dispersed around the globe, so far as in my power, with-
out material injury to myself or family, All which I most sol-
emnly and sincerely promise and swear, with a firm and steadfast
resolution, to perform the same, without any equivocation, mental
reservation, or self-evasion of mind in me whatever; binding my-
self under no less penalty, than that of baving my skull smote
off, and my brains exposed to the scorching rays of the sun,
should I ever knowingly, or wilfully, violate or transgress any
part of this my solemn oath, or obligation, of a Royal Arch Ma-

*This clause is sometimes made a distinct point in the obligation in the
following form, viz: Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that 1 will vote
fora comi:nion R. A. Mason, before any other of equal qualificitions; and
in some chapters, both are left out of the obligation. - .

1In some chapters this js administered. All the sectets of a :companion

without exception. . ;
)
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son. So help me God, and keep me steadfast in the performance
of the same.

Q. After receiving the obligation, what was said to you? A.
‘We were told, that we were now obligated and received as R.
A. Masons, butas this degree was infinitely more important than
any of the preceding, it was necessary for us to pass through
many trials, and to travel in rough and rugged ways to prove our
fidelity, before we could be entrusted with the more important
secrets of this degree. We were further told, that, though we
could not discover the path we were to travel, we were under the
direction of a faithful guide, who would ‘bring the blind by a way
they know not, and lead them in paths they had not known; who
would nmake darkness light befere them, and crooked things
straight; who would do these things, and not forsake them.’ (see
Isa. xlii. 16,) Q. What followed? A. We were caused to trav-
el three times round the room, when we were again conducted
to the altar, caused to kneel and attend to the following prayer.
(See this prayer, Monitor, p. 134.) Supreme Architect of uni-
versal nature, who, by thine Almighty Word, didst speak into
being the stupendous arch of heaven! And for the instruction
and pleasure of thy raticnal creatures, didst adorn us with great-
er and lesser lights, thereby magnifying thy power, and endear-
ing thy goodness unto the soms of men: We humbly adore and
worship thine unspeakable perfection! We bless thee, that, when
man had fallen from his innocence and his happiness, thou didst"
leave him the powers of reasoning, and capacity of improve-.
meat and of pleasure.* We thank thee, that, amidst the pains
and calamities of our presént state, so many means of refresh-
ment and satisfaction are reserved to us, while travelling the
rugged path of life; especially would we, at this time, rendex
thee our thanksgiving and praise for the institution, as members.
of which we are, at this time, assembled, and for all the plea:
sures we have derived from it. We thank thee, that the few
here assembled before thee, have been favored with new induce-"
ments, and been laid under new and stronger obligations of vir-’
tue and holiness.} - May these obligations, O blessed Father!
have their full effect upon us. Teach us, we pray thee, the true

* If Masonry was congenial to christianity, this prayer would read very '
differently; ilt"gould rezggthus:—‘We bless thyt;e, thaltJ, w?hen man had fnlfg '
from his innocence and happiness,’ thou didst send thine only Son, the Lord,
Jesus Christ; to make a propitiation for our sine;-—to renovate our hearts
-and save us from the wmtll:J to come. : -

t How stupid must be that man, who supposes that his moral obligations
can be increased by thetuking of enasonic oaths?
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reverence of thy great, mighty, and terrible name. Inspire us
with a firm and unshaken resolution in our virtuous pursuits,
_Give us grace diligently to search thy word in the book of na-
ture, wherein the duties of our high vocation are inculcated with
divine authority.* May the solemnity of the ceremonies of our

"institution be duly impressed on our minds, and have a happy
and lasting effect on our lives! O thou, who didst-aforetime ap-
pear unto thy servant Moses in a flame of fire out of the midst of
a bush, enkindle, we beseech thee, in each of our hearts, a flame
of devotion to thee, of love to each other, and of charity to all
mankind! May all thy miracles and mighty works, fill us with
thy dread, and thy goodness impress us with a love of thy holy
name! May Holiness to the Lord, be engraven upon all our
thoughts, words, and actions! May the incense of piety ascend
continually unto thee, from the altar of our hearts, and burn day
and night, as a sacrifice of a sweet smelling savor, well pleasing
unto thee!  And since sin has destroyed within us: the first tem-
ple of purity and innocence, may thy heavenly grace guide and
assist us in rebuilding a second temple of reformation, and may
the glory of this latter house be greater than the glory of the for-
mer! Amen, so mote it be.

Q. After the prayer what folfowed? A. We were again caus-
ed to travel three times round the room, during which the follow-
ing passage of scripture was read, and we were shown a repre-
sentation of the bush that burned and was not consumed. Exo-
dus iii. 1—6. Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-
in-law, the priest of Midian; and he led the flock to the bhack
side of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to
Horeb. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame

. of fire out of the midst of a bush; and he looked, and, behold,
the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed. And
Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why
the bush is not burned. And when the Lord saw that he turned
aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush,
and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Heream . And he

said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet;

for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. Moreover
he said, I amthe God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face;
for he was afraid to look upon God. Q. What followed? A.
We again travelled while the following passage was read. 2

« Here, again, we see the cloven foof of the institution! The Bible fs re- '

Jjected, and the ‘book of nature’ is receivedqas the rule of faith and practice.
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Chron, xxxvi. 11—20. Zedekiah was one and twenty years old
when he began to reign, and reigned eleven years in Jerusalem.
And he did that which was evilin the sight of the Lord his God,
and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet speaking
from the mouth of the Lord. And he also rebelled against king
Nebuchadnezzar, and he stiffened his neck, and hardened bis
heart from turning unto the Lord God of Israel. Moreover, all the
chief of the priests and the people, transgressed very much after all
the abominations of the heathen; and polluted the house of the
Lord which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. Andthe Lord God of
their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes
and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on
his dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of God,
and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath
of the Lord arose against his people, till there was no remedy.
Therefore he brought upon him the king of the Chaldees, who
slew their young men with the sword in the house of their sapc-
tuary, and had no compassion on young men or maidens, old
men, or him that stooped for age; he gave them all into his hand.
And all the vessels of the housp of God, great and small, and
the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the
king, and of his princes; all these he brought to Babylon. And
they burnt the house of God, and brake down the wall of Jeru-
salem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and destroyed
all the goodly vessels thereof. And them that had escaped from
the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they were servants
to him and his sons, until the reign of the kingdom of Persia. -:
At the close of this there was & representation of the destruc--
tion of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, and the carrying cap-
tive of the children of Israel to Babylon. We were seized,
bound in chains, and confined in a dungeon. :
Q. What followed? 4. We heard rejoicing, as of goad news;:
the proclamation of Cyrus, king of Persia, was read in our hear-
ing. [Ezra,i 1—3.] ‘Now in the first year of Cyrus, king
of Persia, the Lord: stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, king of Per-
sia, that he made a proclammation throughout al} his kingdom, and
put it also in writing, saying: Thus saith Cyrus, king of Persia,
the Lord God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the
earth, and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jetusa-
lem, which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all his peo-
ple! His God be with hirg, and let him go up to Jerusaler,
which is in Judah, and buil®the house of the Lord God of Is-:
rael, which isin Jerusalem.’ Q. What was then said to you?
A. We were unbound and reqll\liested to go up to Jerusalem to"

Y
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assist in rebuilding the temple, but objected, as we bad no pass
by which to make ourselves known to our brethren. Q. What
followed? A. The third chapter of Exodus, 13 and 14 verses,
were read to us; ‘And Moses said unto God, Behold! when I
come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, the
God of your fathers hath sent me unto you, and they shall say
to me, what js his name/ what shall I say to them? And God
said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: And thus thou shalt say
unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.’ We
were directed to use the words, ‘J am that I am,’ as a pass word.
Q. What followed? A. We arose to go up to Jerusalem, and
travelled over hills and valieys, rough and rugged ways, for ma-
ny days; during which -time, as we stopped occasionally to rest
and refresh ourselves, the following passages from the Psalms,
were read in our hearing for our consolation and encouragement.
[Psulms cxli. exlii, cxliii. ]

Psalm cxli.—‘Lord, I cry unto thee: make haste unto me;
give ear unto my voice. l.et my prayer be set forth before thee,
as incense: and the lifting up of hands as the evening sacrifice.
Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my
lips. Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked
works with men that work iniquity. Let the righteous smite
me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be
an excellent oil. Mine eyes are unto thee, O God the Lord; in
thee is my trust; leave not my soul destitute. Keep me from
the snare which they have laid for me, and the gins of the work-
ors of iniquity. Let the wicked fall into their own nets, whilst .
that I withal escape.

Psalm cxlii.—1I cried unte the Lord with my voice; with my
voice unto the Lord did I make my supplication. I poured out
.my complaint before him; I showed before him my trouble.—
When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou knewest
my path. In the way wherein I walked, have they privily laid a
snare for me. Ilooked on my right hand, and beheld, but there
was no man that would know me; refuge failed me: no man

" cared for my soul. I cried unto thee, O Lord; I said, Thou
art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living. Attend
unto my ery, for I am brought very low; deliver me from my
persecutors; for they are stronger than I.  Bring my soul out of
prison, that I may praise thy name. .

Psalm cxliii.——Hear my prayer, Q Lord, give dar to my sup-
plications: in thy faithfulness answ#Pme, and in thy righteous-
ness. And enter not into judgment with thy servani: for in thy
sight shall no man living be justified.- For the enemy hath per-
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- secuted my soul; he hath made me to dwell in darkness. There-
fore is my spirit overwhelmed withia me; my heart within me is
-desolate. Hear me speedily, O Lord: my spirit faileth: hide
not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down into
the pit. Cause me to hear thy loving kindness in the morning;
for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I
should walk, for I lift up my soul unto thee. Bring my soul out
of trouble, and of thy mercy cut off mine enemies: for I am thy
servamt.’ .
At length we arrived at Jerusalem, and presented ourselves at
the first Veil of the Tabernacle.
. Q. What was theresaid to you?! A. The Master of the First
Veil demanded of us, ‘who comes there? who dares approach
this outer Veil of our sacred Tabersacle? who comes here?’ Q.
Your answer? A. Threo weary travellers from Babylon. They
then demanded of us who we were, and what were our intentions.
Q. Your answer! A. We are your own brethren and kindred,
of the tribe of Benjamin; we are the descendants of those no-
ble famikies of Giblimites, who wrought so hard at the building
of the first temple, were present at its destruetion by Nebuchad-
nezzar, by him carried away captive to Babylon, where we re-

mained servants to him and his sons, till the first year of Cyrus, ~

king of Persia, by whose order we were liberated, and are now
returned to assist in rebuilding the house of the Lord, without
expectation of fee or reward. Q. What further was demanded
of youl' A. The pass word, ‘I am that I am.’ After giving
which, the Master of the Veil, assured of his full confidence in
us as worthy brethren, commended us for our zeal, and gave us
the token and words to enable us . to pass the second Veil. Q.
‘What arethey? A. The token is an imitation of that which Mo-
ses was commanded to exhibit to the children of Isreel, casting
his rod upon the ground it became a serpent, and putting forth
his hand and taking it again by the tail, it became a rod in his
hand. The words are these, ‘Shem, Ham, and Japhet.” Q. What
followed? 'A. We were conducted to the second Veil, where
the same questions were asked and answers returned, as before,
with the addition of the pass words and token given at the First
Veil. Q. What followed? A. The Master of the Second Veil
told us that we must be true and lawful brethren to pass thus far,
but further we could not go without his pass and token, which he
accordingly gaveto us. What are they!” A. The words are
Shem, Japheth, and Adoniram; the token is putting the hand in
the bosom, plucking it out again, in imitation of the second sign
_ which Moses was directed to make to the Israelites, when putting
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his hand into his bosom and taking it out agsin, it became Jep-
rous as snow. Q. How were you then disposed of! A. We
were conducted onwards to the Third Veil, when the same ques-
tions were asked and answers returned, as before, with the addi-
tion of the token and words last received. Q. What followed?
A. The Master of the Third Veil then gave us the sign, words,
and signet, to enable us to pass the Fourth Veil, to the presence
of the Grand Council. Q. What are the words, sign, and sig-
net! A. The words are Japheth, Shem, Noah; the sign, pour-
ing water upon the ground, In imitation of Moses, who poured
water upon the ground and it became blood; the signet is called
the signet of truth, and is Zerubbabel. It alludes to this pas-
sage, ‘In that day, I will take thee, O Zerubbabel, my servant,
the son of Shealtiel, and will make thee as a signet; for I have
chosen thee.’ [See Haggai, chap. ii. ver. 23.]

Q. What followed? A. We then passed to the Fourth Veil,
where, after answering the same questions, and giving the sign,
words, and signet, last received, we were admitted to the pres-
ence of the Grand Council, where the High Priest made the
same demands as were made at the Veils, and recetved the same
answers. Q. What did the High Priest further demand of you?
A. The signs from Entered Apprentice to Most Excellent Mas-
ter in succession. Q. What did he then say to you! A. He
said we were truly three worthy Most Excellent Masters, com-
mended us for our zeal and disinterestedness, and asked what

rt of the work we were willing to undertake. Q. Your an-
swer? A. That we were willing to undertake any service, how-
ever servile or dangerous, for the sake of forwarding so greatand
noble an undertaking. Q. What followed? A. We were then
furnished with a pickaxe, spade, and crow, and were directed to
repair to the N. W. corner of the ruins of the old temple, and
commence removisg the rubbish, to lay the foundation of the
new, and to observe and preserve every thing of importance and
report to the Grand Council. We accordingly repaired to the
place, and after laboring several days, we discovered what seem-
ed a rock, but on striking it with the crow, it gave a hollow sound,
and upon closer examination, we discovered in it an iron ring,
by help of which we succeeded in removing it from its place,
when we found it to be the key-stone of an arch, and through
the aperture there appeared to be an immense vault curiously
arched. We then took the stone,s#8 repaired to the Grand
Council, and presented it for their inspection. Q. What did the
Grand Council then say to you? A. They told us that the stone
contained the mark of our ancient Grand Master, Hiram Abiff}
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that it was truly a fortunate discovery, and that without doubt the
vault contained things of the utmost consequence to the craft.
They then directed us to repair again to the place, and continue
our researches. Q. What followed? A. We returned again
~ to the place,-and agreed that one of our number should descend
by means of a rope, the middle of which was fixed firmly around
his body, and if he wished to descend, he was to pull the rope in
his right hand, if to ascend, that in his left. He accordingly
descended, and in groping about, he found what appeared to be
some ancient jewels, but the air becoming offensive, he pulled
the rope in his left hand, and was immediately drawn out. We
then repaired to the Grand Council, made our report, and pre-
sented the articles found, which they pronounced the jewels of
our three ancient Grand Masters, Solomon, Hiram, and Hiram
Abifft. They commended us highly for our zeal and fidelity, as-
sured us that it was a fortunate discovery, that it would probably
lead to still more important ones, and that our disinterested per-
severance should not go unrewarded. They directed us to re-
pair again to the place, and make what further discoveries lay in
our power. Q. What followed! A. We again returned to the
place, and let down one of our companions, as before. The sun
having now reached its meridian height, darted its rays to the in-
most recesses of the vault, and enabled him to discover a small
chest, or box, curiously wrought; but the air becoming exceed-
ingly offensive, he gave the sign and was immediately drawn out.
‘We immediately repaired to the Grand Council, and presented
our discovery.  On examination, the Grand Council pronounc-
ed it to be the ark of the covenant, which was deposited in the
vault by our ancient Grand Master, for safe keeping. On in-
specting it more closely, they found a key with which they open-
ed it. 'The High Priest then took from it a book, which he open-
ed, and read as follows: (Gen. i. 1-—3.) ‘In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth. And the earth was without
form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep:
and the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And
God said, Let there be light: and there was light’ [Deut.
xxxi. 24—26.] ‘And it came to pass, when Moses had made
an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they
were finished, that Moses commanded the Levites which bare the
ark of the covenant of the Lord, saying, Take this book of the
law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord
your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee.” [Ex.
xxv. 21.] ‘And thou shalt put the mercy-seat above, upon the
ark, and in the ark thou shalt ﬁxt the testimony that I shall give
2
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thee.’ He then declared it to be the book of the law; upon
which the Grand Council, in an ecstasy of joy, exclaimed three
times, “Long lost, now found, Holiness to the Lord;” at the
same time drawing their hand across their forehieads. Q. What
further was found in the ark? A. A small vessel containing a
substance, which, after the Council had examined, and the High
Priest again read from the book of the law, [Ex. xvi. 32—34,]
hie pronounced to be manna. ‘And Moses said, this is the thing
which the Lord commandeth: fill an omer of the manna to be
kept for your generations, that they may see the bread where-
with I have fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you forth
from the land of Egypt. And Moses said unio Aaron, take a
pot and pyt an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before
the Lord, to be kept for your generations. As the Lord com-
mamded Moses, so Aaron laid it up before the testimony, to be
kept for a token.” The High Priest then took a rod from the
ark, which after he had read the following passage, | Numb. xvii.
10,] ‘And the Lord said unto Moses, bring Aaron’s rod again
before the testimony to be kept for a token,” he pronounced to
be Aaron’s rod, which budded and blossomed as the rose. Q.
Was there any thing further found in the ark! A. There was »
key to the ineffable characters belonging to this degree, as fallows:
- 3E X beginning at top of this diagram at the left hand angle;
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWIXYZ

JAULLETI00CE TINFTT VV<AA>>
The u[g)er left hand angle without a dot is A; the same with a
dot is B, &c.

Q. ‘What further was said to you? A. The High Priest read
the followiag passage: (Exodusvi. 2,8,) ‘And God spake un-
to Moses, and said unto him, T am the Liord, and I appeared un-
to Abraham, unto Isaac, and umto Jacob, by the name of God
Almighty, but by my name Jehovah was I not known to them.’
He then informed us that the name of Deity the divine Logos,

or word, to which reference is had in John i. 1, 5. ¢In the be--

ginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word
was God; the same was in the beginning with God: all things
were made by him, and without him was not any thing made that
was made: In him was life, and the life was the light of ‘men:
And the light shineth it darkness, and the darkness comprehend-
eth it not.> That this Liogos, or word, was ancjently writtexs vn-
ly in these sacred characters, and thus preserved from ope @it
~ratiat to another. 'That this was the true muonni worl ;wt_ieh

SR
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was lost in the death of Hiram Abiff, and was restored at the
rebuilding of the temple, in the mmnner we had at that time as-
sisted to represent. Q. What followed? A. We were remind-
ed of the manner in which we had sworn to give the R. A. word;
were instructed in the manner and finally invested with the all-
important word in due form. Q. What is the Grand Royal Arch
word? A. JAH-BUH-LUN.* Q. Howisit to be given? A.
Under a living arch by three times three, in low breath, (see des-
cription of opening a chapter.) Q. What followed? A. We
were presented with the sigus belonging to this degree. Q. Wil
you give me those signs? Answered by giving the signs, thus:
raise the right hand to the forehead, the hand and arm horizontal;
thumb towards the forehead, draw it briskly across the forehead,
and drop it perpendicularly by the side. This constitutes the due
guard of this degree, aud refers to the penalty of the obligation.
The grand sign is made by locking the fingers of both hands to-
gether, and carrying them to the top of the head, the palms up-
ward, alluding to the mapner in which the brother who descended
into the vault, and found theark, found, his hands involuntarily
placed to protect his head from' the potent rays of the meridian
sun. Q. What followed?* A. The High Priest then placed
crowns upon our heads, and told us that we were now invested
withall the important secrets of this degree, and crowned and re-
ceived as worthy companions Royal Arch Masons. Hethengives
the charge, (see Masonic Chart, pa. 113, or Webb’s Monitor, 149.}

The second section of the lecture on this degree states mi-
nutely the ceremonies and forms of exaltation, (as the confer-
ring of this degree is atyled,) but there seems to be some patts
which require explanation. The principal sojourner conducts
the candidate, and is considered as representing Moses cen-
ducting the children of Israel through the wildemess. He is
usually dressed to represent an old man, bowed with age, with &
mask on his face, and long beard hanging down upon his breast;
is introduced to the candidate in the preparation room by the
name of Moses. On entering the chapter, the candidates are
received under a ‘living archy’ that is, the companions arrange
themselves in a line on eachside of the door, and each joins
hands with the one opposite to himself. The candidates enter-
ing, the conductor says; ‘stoop low, brothers! we are about to
enter the arches; remember that he that humbleth himself, shall
be exalted: stoop low, brothers, stoop low!” The candidates

*This question and answer do not belong to the lecture, but are inserted
to show the word plainly and unencombered with ceremonies.
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seldom pass the first pair of bands, or, in other words, the first
arch, without being so far humbled as to be very glad to support
themselves on "all fours.  Their progress may well be imagined
to be very slow; for, in addition to their humble posture, they
are obliged to support on their backs, the whole weight of the
living arches above. (Who would rot go slow!) The conduct-
or to encourage them, calls out occasionally, ‘stoop low, bro-
thers, stoop low!” If they go too slow to suit the companions,
it is not unusual for some one to apply a sharp point to their bo-
dies, to urge them on; the points of the pasteboard crown an-
swers quite well for this purpose. After they have endured this
humiliating exercise as long as suits the convenience of the com-
panions, (and if they are not reduced to-a more humble posture
than all fours, they come off well,) they pass from under the liv-
ing arches. Surely, after this, they must stay humbled for life.
The candidates next receive the obligation, travel the room, at-
- tend the prayer, travel again, and are shown a representation of
the Lord appearing to Moses from the burning bush. Tlhis last
is done in various ways. Sometimes an earthen pot is filled
with earth, and green bushes sét round the edge of it, and a
candle in the centre; and sometimes & stool is provided with holes
about the edge, in which bushes are placed, and a bundle of rags,
or tow, saturated with oil of turpentine, placed in the centre, to
which fire is communicated. Sometimes a large bush is sus-
pended from the ceiling, around the stem of which tow is wound
wet with oil of turpentine. In whatever way the bush is prepar-
ed, when the words are read, ‘he looked, and behold, the bush
burned with fire,” &c. the bandage is removed from the eyes of
the candidates, and they see the fire in the bush,* and, at the
words, ‘Draw not nigh hither; put off thy shoes,” &c. the shoes
of the candidates are taken off, and they remain in the same sit-
uation while the rest of the passage is read to the words, ‘And
Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon Ged,’ ‘The
bandage is then replaced, and the candidates again travel about
- the room, while the next passage of scripture is read. [See

* This is frequently represented in this manner: When the person read-
ing comes to that where it says, ‘God called to him out of the midst of
the bush, and said,” &c. he stops reading, and a person behind the bushes
calls out, ‘Moses, Moses;’ the conductor answers, ‘Here am 1’ the person
behind the bush then says, ‘Draw not nigh hither; put off thy shoes from off
thy feet; for the placo whereon thou standest is holy ground: (his shoes are
then sli%):s oﬂZ} Moreover, I am the God of Abraham, the £50d of Isaac,
and the of Jacob.’ The person first reading, then says, “And Moses hid
his face; for he was affaid to look upon Ged.' At these wartls the bandsge
is placed over the candidates’ eyes. ) .
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Lecture.] At thé words, ‘and brake down the walls of Jerpfa-
lem,’ the companions make a tremendous crashing and nois¢, by
firing pistols, overturning chairs, benches, and whatever is at
hand; rolling cannon balls across the floor, stamping, &c. &c.
and in the midst of the uproar, the candidates are seized, a chain
thrown about them, and they are hurried away to the preparation
room. This is the representation of the destruction of Jerusa-
lem, and carrying captive the children of Israel to Babylon.—
After a short time the proclamation of Cyrus is read, the candi-
dates are unbound, and start to go up to Jerusalem, to assist in
rebtilding the temple. The candidates, still hood-winked, are
brought into the chapter, and commence their journey over tho
rugged and rough paths. They are literally rough paths, sticks
of timber framed across the path the candidate must travel, some
inches from the floor, make no comfortable travelling for a per-
son blindfolded. But this is not always the way it is prepared;
billets of wood singly, or in heaps, ladders, nets of cords, &c,
&ec. are all put in requisition to form the rough and rugged paths,
which are intended as a trial of the fidelity of the candidates.
If they escape with nothing more than bruised shins they do
well. They have been known to faint away under the severity
of the discipline, and occasion the worthy® companionrs much
alarm. After travelling the rugged paths till all are satisfied,
they arrive at the first Veil of the Tabernacle, give the pass
word, and pass on to the second, give the pass words, and pre-
sent the sign. This, it will be recollected, is in imitation of the
sign which Moses was directed to make to the children of Israel.
He threw his rod upon the ground and it became & serpent; he
put forth his band and took it by the tail, and it became a rod in
his band. 'The conductor is provided with a rod, made in the
form of a snake, and painted to resemble one. This he drops
upon the floor, and takes up again. They then pass on to the
next Veil, give the pass word, and make the sign, (put the right
band in the bosom and pluck it out again;) pass on to the next
~gives the pass words, and.make the sign, (pour water upon the
ground;) and are ushered into the presence of the Grand Coun-
csl. The Veils are four in number, and of the same color as the
banners of the three Grand Masters of the Veils, and that of
the Royal Arch Captain, blue, purple, scarlet, and white, and
have the same references and explanations. (See Lecture.}
The Grand Council consists of the M. E. High Priest, King,
and Scribe. The H. Priest is dressed in a white robe; with a
breastplate of cut glass, consisting of twelve pieces to represent

the twelve tribes of Israel, an apron, and a mitre. Tho™ King
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wears a scatlet robe, apron, and crown. The mitre and crown
are generally made of pasteboard; sometimes they have them of
the mast splendid materials, gold and silk velvet; but these are
kept for public occasions. The mitre has the words, ¢ Holiness
to the Lord’ in gold letters across the forehead. The Scribe
wears a purple robe, apron, and tarban.  After having satisfied
the Grand Council that they are true brethren, and stated their
object in coming to Jerusalem, the candidates are directed to
commence the labor of removing the rubbish of the old temple
preparatory to laying the foundation of the new. -For the pur-
pose of performing this part of the ceremony, there is in or fear
the chapter a narrow kind of closet, the only entrance to which
is through a scuttle at the top; there is placed over this scuttle
whatever rubbish is at hand, bits of boards, brick bats, &c. and
among them the key stone. After the candidates are furnished
with the tools, (pickaxe, spade, and crow,) they are directed to
this place, and remove the rubbish till they discover the key stone.
This they convey to the Grand Council as stated in the lecture.
After the Grend Council have examined it, they pronounce it to
be the work of the Grand Master, Hiram Abiff, and direct them
to return and prosecute their researches, not doubting they will
make many importdht discoveries. The candidates return and
let down one of their number by a rope—he finds three squares,
is drawn dut, and all proceed with them to the Grand Council.—
The G. Council inspect them and pronounce them to be the three
ancient jewels that belonged to the three ancicnt Grand Masters,
Solomon, Hiram, apd Hiram Abiff. The candidates then return
to the vault and let down another of their number. Here, let it
be remarked, some chapters, for the purpose of lightening the la-
bors of the candidates, call in the aid of machinery. A pulley
is suspended over the vault, and the candidate is exalted from
the bottom at the tail of a snatch block, the one last let down
finds at the bottom a small chest, or box; upon which he gives
the signal to be drawn out: he no sooner discovers the box, than
the air in the vault, in the language of the lecture, ‘becomes ex--
ceedingly offensive.’ This is btrictly true; for at the momenthe
takes up the box and is preparing to ascend, fire is communica-
ted to a quantity of gun-powder at his feet, so that by the time
he arrives at the top, heis so completely suffocated with the fumes
of -the powder, that he is almost deprived of the power of. respi~
ration or motion. The box is carried to the G. Council, and pro-
nounced to be the ark of the covenant. It is opened, and a Bible
taken out, and some passages read from it.. (See Lecture.) One
word respecting the representation of the ark. It ought to be a
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splendid box covered with gold, and¥spme of them ate really
elegant; but the chapter must have such as. it can afford: if it is
too poor to procure splendid furnituge, cheap articles are made
to answer; for an ark, if the funds are low, a plain cherry or pine
box will answer, 4nd sometimes a cigar box is made the humble
representation of “the splendid ark, made by divine command, of
shittim wood, and overlaid with pure gold. The H. Priest takes
then from the ark a vessel containing something to represent man-
na. This vessel is of various formsand materials, from an elegant
gilver urn to a broken earthen mug; and the substance contain-
ed ip as various as the vessels in which it is deposited; such as
a bit of sugar. a piece of cracker, or a few kennels of wheat.
Which ever is used, the H. Priest takes it out and gravely asks
the King and Scribe their opinion of it; they say they think it is
manna. The High Priest then looks at it intently and says, ‘it
looks like manna;’ smells it, and says, ‘it smells like manna;’ and
then tastes it, and says, ‘it is manna.’ The H. Priest then takes
from the ark a bit of an apple tree sprout, a few inches long,
with some withered buds upon it, or a stick of a similar length
with some artificial buds upon i, which, after consulting with.
the King and Scribe, he pronounces Aaron’s rod. He then takes
out the key to the ineffable characters and explains it. This key
is kept in the ark on four distinct pieces. of paper. The key is
marked on a square piece of paper, and the paper.is then divided
into four equal parts; thus:—the outside lines rep-
resent the dimensions of the paper, the inside ones " "
are the key, and the dotted ones, the section thatis i - |-
made of the whole for the purpose of keeping it se- - | -
cret, should any graceless cowan ever get posgession
of the sacred ark, and attempt to rumage its contents. Tle oth-
part of ‘the key X is made on the back of the same piece bf pa-
er, so that on putting them together, it shows equally plain. It
13 said that these characters were used by Aaron Burr, in carry-
ing on his treasonable practices, and by that means made public;
since which time they have been written and 1ead from left to
right. After the ceremonies are ended, the High Priest informs
the candidates, in many or few words, according to his ability,
that this degree owes its origin to Zerubbabel and his associates,
who rebuilt the temple by order of Cyrus, king of Persia. He
informs them that the discovery of the secret vault and the ines-
timable treasures, with the long lost word, actually took place in
the manner represented in conferring this degree, and that it is
the circumstance upon which the degree is  principally founded-
The ceremony of closing a chapter 1s precisely tho same asab

3
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opening, to the raising of {2 living arch. The companions join
hands by threes, in the same manner, and say in_concert, with
the same ceremony, ‘As we three did agree, the sacred word to
keep,” ‘A8 we three did agree, the sacred word to search,’ ‘So
we three do agree, to close this royal arch’ They then break
without giving the ward, as the H. Priest reads the following
prayer: By the wisdom of the Supreme High Priest may we be
directed, by hia strength may we be enabled, and by the beauty
of virtue may we be incited, to perform the obligations here en-
joined upon us, to keep inviolable the mysteries here unfolded to
us, and invariably to practice all those duties out of the chapger,
which are inculcated in it. (Response.) So mote it be. Amen.
‘The High Priest then declares the chapter closed in due form.

B9GP -

KNIGHTS OF THE RED CROSS.

At the sound of the trumpet the line is formed. Master of
Cavalry to the Sir Knight Warden, ‘when a council of Knights
of the Red Cross is about to be formed and opened, what is the
first care?” Warden, ‘to see the councit chamber duly guarded.’
M. C. ‘please to attend that part of your duty, see that the sen-
tinels are at their respective posts, and inform the captain of the
Guards that we are about to open a council of Knights of the
Red Cross for- the despatch of business.” Warden, ‘the senti-
nals are at their respective posts, and the council chamber duly
guarded.” M. C. ‘are all present Knights of the Red Cross?’
Warden, ‘they are.” M. C. ‘attention, Sir Knights, count your-
selves from right to left—right files handle sword—draw sword—
carry sword—-right files to the left double—second division for-
ward, march, halt—right about face.” Sir Kt. Master of infant-
ry, accompanied by the sword bearer and Warden, ‘please inform
the Sovereign Master that the lines are formed waiting his pleas-
ure.” At the approach of the council the trumpet sounds. M.
C. ‘“form avenue: (the council pass:) the Sovereign Master pas-
ses uncovered: recover arms, poise arms.’ Sovereign Master,
‘attention, Sir Knights; give your attention to the several signs of
Masonry: as I do, so do you’ [The Sir Knights give the sign
from the first to the seventh degree.] Sov. M. ‘draw swords—
take care to advance and give the Jewish countersign—recover
arms: take care to advance and give the Persian countersign—
recoverarms.” Sov. M. to Sir Knight Master of the Palace,
‘advance, and give me the word of & Kt. of the Red Cross: the
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word is right—receive it on your leR.’ The word is then
around: When it arrives at the Chancellor he says, ‘Sov. M. of
the Red Cross, word has arrived.’ Sov. M. ‘pass it on to me:
[he gives it to the Sov. M.] Sir Kt the word is right.” Sov. M.,
to Sir Kt. Chancellor, ‘advance, and giveme the grand sign, grip
and word of a Kt. of the Red Cross: it is right—receive it on
your left.” [The word passesaround as before, as will hereafter
be explained, and when arrived at the Master of the Palace, he
says] ‘Sov. M. the grand sign, grip and word have arrived.’
‘Pass them on to me: Sir Kt. they are right. Left face—depos-
it belmets—centre face——reverse arms—to your devotions. [the
Sir Kts. all kneel and repeat the Lord’s prayer:] recover arms—
left face—recover helmets—centre face—right about face—to
your posts—march.’

FIRST SECTION OF LECTURES.

1st. Are you a Kniglt of the Red Cross? Thatis my pro-
fession. 2d, By what test will ybu be tried? By the test of
truth. 3d. Why by the test of truth? Because none but the good
and true are entitled tothe honors and privileges of this illustrious
order. 4th. Where did you receive the honors of this illustri-
ous order? Ina just and regular council of Knights of the Red
Cross. | 5th. What number compose a council? There is an
indispensable number and a constitutional number. 6th. - What.
is the indispensable number? Three. 7th. Underwhat circum-
stances are they authorized to form and open a council of Knights
of the Red Cross? Three Knights of the Red Cross, being al-
so Knight Templars, and hailing from three different command-.
eries, may, under the sanction of a legal warrant from some re-
ular Grand Encampment, form and open a council of Knights
of the Red Crossfor the despatch of business. 8th. What isa
constitutional namber? A. 5,7, 9, 11, or more. 9th. When
composed of 5, 7, 9, 11, of whom does it consist? -A. Sover-
eign Master, Chancellor, Master of the Palace, Prelate, Master.
of Cavalry, Master of Infantry, Master of Finance, Master of
Despatches, Standard bearer, Sword bearer, and Warder. 10th..
‘Warder’s station in the council? A. On the left of the Stand-
ard bearerin the west. 11th. His duty? A. To announce
the approach of the Sov. Master; to see that the sentinels are at
their respective posts, and the council chamber duly guarded.
12th. Sword bearer’s station in the council! A. Onthe right
of the Standard bearer in the west. 13th. His duty? A. To as-
sist in the protection of the banners of our order: to watch all
sigoals from the Sov. Master, and see his orders duly executed..

-
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14th. Standard bearer’s station? - A, In the west. 15th. His
duty? A. To display, support and protect theé banners of our
order. 16th. Why is the Standard bearer’s station in the west?
A. That the brilliant rays of the rising sun, shedding their lus-
tre upon the banners of our order, may encourage and animate all
true and courteous Knights, and dismay and confound their ene-
mies. 17th. Station of Master of Despatches? - A. In front
of the Master of the Palace. 18th. His duty?! A, To ob-
serve with attention the transactions of the council; to keep a just
and regular record thereof, collect the revenue, and pay the same
over to the Master of Finance. 19th. Station of the Master
of Finance? A. Infront of the Chancellor. 20th. His duty?
A. Toreceive in charge the funds and property of the council,
pay all orders drawn upon the treasurer, and render a just and re-
gular account when called for. 21st. Station of the Master of
infantry?! A. On the right of the second division, when separ-
ately formed; on the left of the Whole when formed in line. 22d.
His duty? A. Tocommand the second division or line of in-
fantry, teach themtheir duty and exercise; also to prepare all can-
didates, attend them on their journey, answer all questions for
them, and finally to introduce them into the council chamber. 23d.
Station of the Master of Cavalryl A. Onthe right of the first
division when separately formed, and on the right of the whole
when formed in line. 24th. His duty? A. To command the
first division or line of Cavalry, teach them their duty and exer-
cise; to form the avenue at the approach of the sovereign Mas-
. ter, and prepare the lines for inspection and review. 25th. Pre-
late’s station? A. On the right of the Chancellor. 26th. His
duty? A. To preside in the Royal Arch council; administer
at the altar; to offer up prayers and adoration to Deity. 27th.
Station of Master of the Palace? A. On the left of the Sov.
Master in the East. 28th. His duty? A. To see that the
proper officers make all due preparations for the several meet-
ings of the council; to take special care that the council .cham-
ber is in suitable array for the reception of candidates, and the
despatch of business; to receive and communicate all orders is-
sued by the Sov." Master, through the officers of the line.
29th. Chancellor’s station? A. On the right of the Sovereign
Master. 30th, Hisduty? A. To receive and communicate
all orders 4nd petitions; to assist the Sov. Master in the discharge
of his venibus duties, and in his absence to preside in the council.
31st. - Sovereign Master’s station? A. In the east. 32d. His
duty. To preside in the council; confer this order of Knight-
hood upen those whom his council may approve; to preserve in

~
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violate the laws and constitution of our ordef; to dispense justice,
reward merit, encourage truth, and diffuse the sublime principles
of universal benevolence. Sov. Master. ¢Sir Knight Chancel-
Jor, it is my will and pleasure that a council of Knights of the
Red Cross be now opened, and to stand open for the despatch of
such business as may regularly come before it at this time, re-
quiring all Sir Knights now assembled, or who may come at this
time, to govern themselves according to the sublime principles of
our order. You will commuaicate this to the Sir Kt. Master of
the Palace, that the Sir Knights present may bave due notice
thereof, and govern themselves accordingly.” [The Sir Knight
Chancellor communicates it to the Sir Knight Master of the Pal-
ace, and he to the Knights.] Sov. Master: ‘return arms; right
about face; to your posts; march; centre face; Sir Knights, this
Council is now open for the despatch of business.

SECOND SECTION OF LECTURES.

1st. What were the preparatory circumstances attending your
reception to this illustrious order? A council of Royal Arch Ma-
sons being assembled in a room adjacentto the council chamber,
1 was conducted to the door, where a regular demand was made
by 2, 3, and 2. 2d. What was said to you from within? Who
comes there. 3d. Your answer! Companion A. B. who has
regularly received the several degrees of Entered Apprentice,
Fellow Craft, Master Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, Most
Excellent Master, and Royal Arch degree, and now solicits the
honor of being regularly constituted a Knight of the Red Cross.
4th. What was then said to you? T was asked if it was of my
own free will and accord that I made this request; if I was wor-
thy and well qualified; if I had made suitable proficiency in the
foregoing degrees, and was properly vouched for: all of which be-
ing answered in the affirmative, I was asked by what further right
or benefit I expected to gain admittance. 5th. Your answer?
By the benefit of a pass word. 6th. Did you give that pass
word? 1 did with the assistance of my companions. [Here the
Royal Arch Word is given as described in'the Royal Arch de-
gree.] 7th. What was then said to you? I was then directed
to wait with patience till the Most Excellent Prelate should be in-
formed of my request and his answer returned. 8th. What was
his answer? Let him be admitted. 9th. What was you then in-
formed? The Most Excellent Prelate observed, that the coun-
cil there assembled, represented the grand council convened at
Jerusalem, in the second yehr of the reign of Darius, King of
Persia, to deliberate on the unhappy state of the fratemity d--
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ing the reigns of Artaxerxes and Ahasuerus, and to devise some
‘means to obtain favor of the new Sovereign, and to gain his con-
sent to proceed in rebuilding their new city and temple. 10th.
‘What followed? The Most Excellent Prelate then informed me,
that if I was desirous of attending the deliberations of the coun-
cil at this time, it was necessary that I should assume the name
and character of Zerubbabel, a prince of the house of Judah,
whose bands laid the foundation of the second temple, and whose
hands the Lord bad promised should complete it. 11th. What
followed? The Most Excellent Prelate then read a lesson from
the records of the Fathery, stating the impediments with which
they were troubled by their adversaries, on the other side of the
river, and the grevious accusations which were brought against
them before the King. 12th. What followed? My conductor
then addressed the Most Excellent Prelate, thus: Most excellent
Prelate, our Sovereign Lord, Darius the King, having now as-
cended the throne of Persia, new hopes are inspired of protec-
tion and support in the noble and glorious undertaking, which has
been so long and so often interrupted by our adversaries on the
other side of the river; for while yet a private man, he made a vow
to God, thatshould be ever ascend the throne of Persia, he would
send allthe Holy vessels remaining at Babylon back to Jerusa-
lem.* Our Most Excellent and faithful companion Zerubbabel,
who was formerly honored with the favorable notice and friend-
ship of the Sovereign, now offers his services to encounter the
hazardous enterprise of traversingthe Persian dominions, and
secking admission to the presence of the Sovereign, where the
first favorable moment will be seized to remind the King of his
vow, and impress on his mind the almighty force and importance
of truth; and from his known piety, no doubt can be entertained
of gaining his consent, that our enemies be removed far hence,
and that we be no longer hindered -or impeded in our noble and
glorious undertaking. 13th. What was the Most ExceHent
Prelate’s reply! Excellent Zerubbabel, the council accept with
gratification and joy your noble and generous offer, and will in-
vest you with the neceasary pessports, by means of which you
will be enabled to make yourself known to the favor of one coun-
cil wherever you may meet them; but in an undertaking of so .
much importance, it is necessary that you enter into a solemn ob-
Kigation, to be faithful to the trust reposed in you. 14th.” What
followed? The Most Excellent Prelate then invested me with

* This is not found in the scxipturesqndiceontn?todl Hlity.—
“Add thou not unto his werds lest he r:epme thee and thou bapfonndu ar.?
Prov, 80, 6.
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a sword, to enable me to defend myself against my enemies, and
said he was ready to administer the obligation.—15th. Did you
consent to that obligation! 1 did in due form. 16th. What was
that due form? Kneeling on my left knee, my right foot forming
a square, my body erect, my right hand grasping the hilt of wy
sword, my left hand covering the Holy Bible, square and Com-

. pass, with two cross-swords thereon, in which due form 1 took .

upon me the solemn oath and obligation of . Knight of the Red
Cross. 17th. Repeat the obligation.

I, A B, of my own free will and accord, in the presence of the
Supreme Architect of the Universe, and these witnesses, do here-
by and hereon, most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear,
that T will always hail, forever conceal, and never reveal. any of
the secret arts, parts or points- of the mysteries appertaining to
this order of Knight of the Red Cross, unless it be to a true and
lawful companion Sir Knight of the Order, "or within thebody of a
Jjust & lawful council of such; & not unto him or them, until by due
trial, strict examination or lawful information, [ find him or theny
lawfully entitled to receive the same.—I furthermore promise
and swear, that I will answer and obey all due sigus and regular
summons, which shall be sent to me from a regular council of
Knights of the Red Cross, or given to me from the hands of a
companion, Sir Knight of the Réd Crosy, if within the distance of
forty miles; natural infirmities and unavoidable accideats only ex-
cusing me.—I furthermore promise and swear, that I will not be
present at the conferring of this order of Knighthood upon any
person, unless he shall have previously regularly received the
several degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master
Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and
Royal Arch degree, to the best ' my knowledge and belief.—
X furthermore promise and swear, that I'will not assist or be pres-
ent at the forming and opening of a council of Knights of the
Red Cross, unless there be present at least five regular Knights
of the order, or the representatives of three different Encamp-
ments, acting under the sanction of a legal warrant.—I further-
more premise and swear, that I will vindicate the character of a
courteous Sir Knight of the Red Cross, when wrongfully traduc-
ed: that I will help bim on a lawful occasion in preference to any
brother of an inferior degree, and so far as truth, honor and jus-
tice may warrant.—I farthermore promise and awear, that I will
support and maintein the by-laws of the council of which I may
hereafter become a member, the laws and regulations of the
Grand Encampment under which the same may be holden, to~
gether with the constitution and m§inances.of the Genersl Grand

2
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Enocampment of the United States of America, so far 28 the same
shall come to my knowledge—to all which I do most solemnly
promise and swear, binding myself under no less penalty than
of having my house torn down, the timbers thereof set up, and
1 haonged thereon; and when the last trump shall blow, that I be
forever excluded from the society of all true and courteous Kts.
should I ever wilfully or knowingly wiolate any part of this sol- |
emn obligation of Knight of the Red Cross; so help me God, and
keep me steadfast to keep and perform the same.*
18th. What followed? The Most Excelent Prelate then di-
rected me to rise and be invested with a countersign, which he
informed me would enable me to make myself known to the
friends of our cause wherever I should meet them; and 'would en-
sureme from them, succor, aid and protection. [Here the Mas~
ter of Infantry, who is the conductor, gives the candidate the
Jewish countersign: it'is given under the Aich of steel, that is,
their swords elevated above their heads, forming a cross, each
placing his left hand upon the other's right shoulder, and whis-
pering alternately in each other’s ear, the.names of Judah and
Benjamin.] 19ih. What followed? The Most Excellent Pre-
fate then invested me with a green sash, as a mark of our parti-
cular friendship and esteem: you will wear it as a constant memo-
vial to stimulate you to the faithful performance of every duty,
being assured that the memory of him who falls in a just and vir-
tuous cause, shall forever flourish like the green bay tree. 20th.
What followed? I then commenced my journey, and was fre-
quently accosted by guards, all of which, by means of the coun-
tersign I had received, I was enabled to pass in friendship, until
I arrived at the bridge, which was represented to be in the Per-
- gian dominions: on attempting? to pass this bridge, which I found
strongly guarded, the Persian countersign was demanded, and be-
ing unable to give it, I»~was attacked, overpowered, and made
risoner. 21st. What followed? After remonstrating in vain
 against their violations, I told them I was a prince of the house
of Judah, and demanded an audience with their sovereign. 22d.
¥What was the answer’ You are a prisoner, and can obtain an
audience with the sovereign only in the garb of a captive and
slave. 23d. Did you consent to this? Idid; being firmly per-
suaded, that could I by any means gain access to the presence of
the sovereign, Ishould be able to accomplish the object of my

*By this tremendous imprecation—the candidate of his “own free will and
accord” volunteers (in case of a violation,) to come forth to the resurrection
of damnation, and receive the sentence, “depart thou accursed into everlast-
ing fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’ -
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mission. 24th. What followed? They then deptived me of
my outward apparel, sash and sword, and having coafined my
hands and feet in chains, the links thereof were of a tri

form, they put sackcloth and ashes on my head. 25th. hy
were the links of the captives chain of a triangular form? The
Assyrians having learned that among the Jews the triangle wasan
emblem of the Eternal, caused the links of their chains to be
made of a triangular form, thinking thereby to add to the mise-
rie: of their captives. -26th. What followed? I was conducted
to the door of the council chamber, where the alarm being giv-
en by 4X2, the warder appeared and demanded, “Who comes
there?’ .27th. What answer was returned! A detachment of
his majesty’s guards having made prisoner of one, who reports
himself to be prince of the house of Judah. 28th. What was
then said to you? [ was asked from whence I came. 29th.
Your answer! From Jerusalem. 30th. What was then de-
manded of youl Who are you. 31s). Your answer! The
first among my equals, a Mason, and free by rank, but a captive
and slave by misfortune. 32d. What, was you then asked? My
name. 33d. Your answer! Zerubbabel. 34th. What were
youthen asked? What are your demands. 35th. Your answer?
To see the sovereign if possible. 36th. What was then said
to you?! 1 was then directed to wait with patience until the sov-
ereign Master should be informed of my request, and his answer
returned. 37th. What was that answer! That the necessary
caution should be taken that I was not armed with any hostile
weapons, and that I should then be admitted. 38th. How were
you then received? The guard being drawn up on the right and
left of the throne, swords drawn, two of them placed at the door
with swords crossed, under which I was permitted to enter, my
face covered with my hands. 39th. How were you then dis-
posed of? T was conducted in front of the sovereign Master,
who received me with kindness and attention, and listened with
patience to my request. 40th. What did the sovereign Master
then observe to the council! That this Zerubbabel was the friend
of his youth, that he could neither be an enemy nor a spy. 41st.
What followed! The sovereign Master thus addressed me,
‘Zerubbabel, having now gained admittance into our presence, we
demand that you immediately declare the particular motives
which induced you, without our permission, and with force and
arms, to pass the lines of our dominions?’ 42d. Your answer? Sov.
Master, the tears and complaints of my companions at Jerusalem,
who have been so long and so often impeded in the noble and
glorious undertaking in which they were permitted to engage by
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our late sovereign Lord Cyrus the King; but our enemies baving
made that great work to cease by force and power, I have now
come up to implore your majesty’s clemency, that you would be
plea-ed to restore me to faver, and grant me employment among
the servants of your household. 43d. What was the sovereign’s
reply? Zerubbabel, I bave often reflected with much pleasure
upon our early intimacy and friendship, and I have frequently
heard, with great satisfaction, of your fame as a wise and accom-
plished Mason, and having myselfa profound veneration for that
ancient and honorable institution, and having a gincere desire to
become a member of the same, 1 will this moment grant your re-
quest, on condition that you will reveal to me the secrets of Free
Masoury. 44th. Did you consent to that! I did not. 45th.
What was your reply? Sovereign Master, when our Grand Mas-
ter Solomon, King of Israel, first instituted the Fraternity of Free
and Accepted Masons, he taught us that truth wasa divine attri-
bute, and the foundation of every virtue: to be good and true is
the first lesaon we are taughtin Masonry. My engagements are
sacred and inviolable; I cannot reveal our secrets. If I can ob-
tain your Majesty’s favor only at the expense of my integrity, I
humbly beg leave to decline your royal protection, and will cheer-
fully submit to an honorable exile. What was the sovereign’s
reply! Zerubbabel, your virtue and integrity are truely commen-
dable, and your fidelity to your engagements, is worthy of imita-
tion: from thia moment you are free—my guards will divest you
of those chains and that garb of slavery, and clothe you in suit-
able habilments to attend me &t the banquet hall. Zerubbabel, you
are free: guards, strike off those chains: and may those emblems
of slavery never again disgrace the hands of a Mason, more
particularly a prince of the house of Judah, Zerubbabel, we as-
sign you a seat of rank and honor among the princes and rulers of
our assembly. 4Tth. What followed? Theguards being drawn
up in the court yard, the warder informed the sovereign Master
that the guards were in readiness, waiting his pleasure. 48th.
What followed? He then ordered the guards to attend him to
the banquet hall. 49th. What occurred there? *After having
participated in a liberal entertainment, the sovereign Master not
being inclined to sleep, and many of the guard haviog retired, he
amused himself by entering into conversation with some of his
principal officers and friends, proposing certain questions to them,
and offering a princely reward to such as should give the most
reasonable and satisfaectory answer. 60th. What questions were

» See the Apocrypbal books, 1, Esdras, chapters 3 & 4.
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proposed? Among others, ‘which was the strongest, wire, the
king, or woman?’ 51st. What answers were retarned? The
Chancellor said wine was the strongest; the Master of the Pal-
ace said the king was the strongest; but I, being firmly persuad-
ed that the time had arrived in which ¥ could remind the king of
his vow, and request the fulfilment of it, replied that women
were stronger than either of the former, hutabove aHl things truth
beareth the victory. 52d. What followed? The king being
deeply struck with the addition I made to the question, ordered us
to be prepared with proper arguments in support of our respect-
ive propositions on the day following. 53d. What followed?
On the day following the coancil being convened at the sound of
the trumpet, the Changcellor was called upon for his answer, and
thus replied, (see templar’schart.) 5